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IN THE COURT OF QUARTER SESSIONS OF THE PEACE IN AND FOR CLEARFIELD COUNTY

PENNSYLVANIA.

. S

In the matter of the Public Bridge over qpe Susquehanna River between the

Townships of Girard and Graham at or near the mouth of Deer Creek, xnown as the

)
]

Deer Creek Bridge.

To The Honorable The President Judge of said Court, and the Board of

County Commissioners of Clearfield County: . e

_—

The petition of the undersigned citizens and tax payers of the, Towﬁships
of Graham and Girard, in said County of Clearfield, res;ectfully';;presents:—

Thet on the 2nd day of Sepfember, A. D. 1889, several of the citizens of
said Townships presented their pétition to the above stated Court, asking that
viewers be appointed to report on the propriety of the re-building of a bridge
over the Susquehanns, River'gt the mouth of Deer Creek, and that such actibn be
taken in the said case as to "engble the Commissioners to moeke an appropriation
towards the re-building of said.bridge”. :
That proceedings were had in said case and in consequence thereof an iron
bridge was constructed over the said River at the point.afbresaid; that the
[County of Clearfield approPriafed the sum of $8761.50 for the iron and $1COO;OO
for the masonry,'apd $525.00 was subsequently appropriated by said County as

jedditional on the mason work on said bridge; that is, the County of Clearfield
{

{appropriated and expended in all the sum of $10,286.50 in the construction of

Cenow

fgct, the County practicglly built the bridge and has a large amount of meney
invested therein, to witg the sum heretofore named- that by petition filed on

the 11th day of February, 1899, in the Court aforésald and to the number of sald

bridge proceedings, to wit ho. 5, beptember 89531ons, 1889, which petltlon was
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lkrected that the County of Clearfleld only assisted in building said bridge, inf i,
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signed by many citizens of Girard and Gresham Townships, it wes prayed the Court

in said petition stated; that upon said petition being filed it was referred to
ithe Grand Jury at February Sessions, 1899, and the said Grand Jury, after an
Eiamination.of the facts in connection with said petition and bridge‘made report
to the Court recommending that the said bridge be entered on the record by the |
Commissioners of Clearfield County as a County Bridge, "without any liability of
the County to either Township or to any individual for any money or contributions
jput in said bridge™., That said petition and the recommendation of the Grand Jury
thereon remain a matter of record in said Court but there does not appear to have
%een any further proceeding teken in order to meke said bridge a County Bridge
of record, at least, the record of said proceeding shows no further action.

| That following said petition and thereafter up to the present time the
pounty Commissioners of Clearfield Couﬁty have maintained said bridge as a County
gridge and at various times ha%e repainted the same, have replaced the floors of
lsaid bridge as they were worn out, and have also, replaced the sills of said .
bridge which were of wood with iron sills, all of which was done at the expense‘
of the County of Clearfield without solicitation on the part of either of seid
iTownships. -

That fhe said bridge is across the Susquehanna River and has 2 span of,
approximately, three-hundred feet from shore to shore, being made in two spans
of about one-hundred and fifty feet each, and having a pier in center of the
River; that the said Townships of Graham and Girard between which said bridgé

is constructed are entirely rural Townshipé having no large Works or improve-
Fments in either of them, and having no min;ng operation gt present in ei@her of
said Townships} that said Townships are almost exclusively agricultural in
character, the timber on the lands of both of them having been to a very large
extent cut off and removed, so that the burdens of maintaining roads and bridges
in said Townships now fall almost exclusively upon the agricultural inﬁerests

of said commnities; that both of said Townéhips are comparatively small in area

and the taxing power of both oﬂ%them is small because of the small assessed
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that the said bridge should be placed on record as a County Bridge for the reasons
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valuation of real estate in the same.

That along the Susquehanna River from the line of Indiana and Cambria
County in the southwestern pért of said County, to the point of the line of
Centre and Clinton Counties in the northeastern part of Clearfield Couﬁty where
the Susquehanna River leaves‘the County of Clearfield, thers is no other bridge
except the Deer Creek Bridge aforesaid, which is not a County Bridge, and which
is not supported and meintained exclusively by the said County of Clearfileld.

That repairs are now needed to the Deer Creek Bridge of some considerable
extent and value and the burden of said repairs as wéll as additional répairs
which are likely to come in the future is too great for the Townships of
Grahem and Girard reasonably to bear, and that the care, maintenance and rer

4’;
sponsibility is greater than it is reasonable the said Townships of Grsham and
Girard should bear. - | :

Your petitioners therefqre respectfully pray that the Céurt approve the
entering of said bridge upon fecor& as a County Bridge, and that the said
County Commissioners, with such approval, enter said bridge upon record as &

County Bridge, so that the same shall thereafter be and become a County Bridge

the same as though it had originally been so entered of record.

And they will ever pray.
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In the Court of quarter Sessions of the Peace of Clearfield County
In the matter of the Public ) No.
Bridge over the Susquehanna j

River, known as the Deer )

Creek Bridge. 5

Now, December 4th, 1914, the petition of citizens of
Girard snd Graham Townships being presented and it appearing
therefrom, as well as from the prior proceedings of record, that'
this bridge was substantially constructed by the County of Clear-
field and has ever since been waintained by the County but that
it does not appear of record that the same is a County bridge.
It further appearing tc the Court that the care, maintenance and
responsibility of said bridge is greater than it is reaéon&ble
that the Townships of Girard apd Graharm should bear, the Court
hereby approves the entry of such bridge upon reccrd as a County
bridge whenever the same shall be so entered by proper action
taken by the Commissioners of the County of Clearfield.

By the Court,

Iy u.,k.(é]{bazcﬁz%(
P. J.
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In the dourt of Quarter Sessions of nlearicld Countv,Penn’a

In the iatter of the ‘Bridge over the sSusquehanna River at

i

Deer Creck, Said Bridge being over said river vhl h iw tne 11au DE-

.

e Avhgd and Graham Tovnbhins
A}

7o the Honorable Cvrus Gordon,Judge of the sald court:-

LS

The petition of the undersigned citizens and tax payers of

the tornships of Girard and Graham Tovwnsnhnips,in said county of Clear-

!

i

Tield,rconectfully renresents:-
That on the 2d day of Scntember A.D.

1882,scveral of ithe citizens of said townshins vresented their metition

the the aboge recited court asking that viewers be anmointed to T4U0¢b
ohrthe propriety of the rebuilding of a bridge overltho Susquenanna
Piver ot the moush of Doerlcroeksand that such actionxbe taken in them“
case as fo “éﬁablo the Comaissioners to>make an apvropriation towards
the rebuilding of said bridge.™

That auc wnroceedings .wwere had in the case.and &g an iron

bridge was congtrudted over the said river at the point aforesaid;that
» .

Olearlield county apwronriated tlie cum of 5,8761.50 for the iron and
owk thousand fér the naﬁomfy and five hundred and twolty five dollars
ras also appropriated-by said‘county for tne tason work on said bridge;
that is the county of flearTield has cxpenfled on 8aid bridge the sym of

TN MObSﬁNU TWO HUNDRED EIGHTY-SIX AND SO/lOO DOLLARSs

That the burden of Keeping up said bridge is greater than the

tormshin of Clrard and Grahdm Tovnshins should bear, . ST A

A "":f,: R i , . ' A L fadtta e e e o R % W‘(ﬁwv i
Tha; n:lP LT AL -oans TTom the vrodéoedings under Whlcn said

“Pridege was erected,that ihe county only assisted in building said brldge\

¢

in Tact \the county »ractically ouilt the bridge and has a large amount

of money invested ‘shd'saidl bhHmidge -« 7as never dlaced on'record'asja
PR .‘: - . . . ‘ ‘ ’., ‘ . . . . . | f
county bridge which it i1s in fact. That the said bridge is being neg-

lected and is not kep¥ in propner repair and ¢iii be eroatly damagéékaﬁ;?ﬂ
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less thie saue be placed on record as a county bridge.
That i*‘is Cor the best interest of the county of Clearfieid
that *the same oe nlaced on record as a county bridge,und your petitioneYs
pray that your Honor refer th@wmatter to the CGrand Jury requesting thgm
if theoy sec oroper to dircet the County Commissioners to enter the said

bridge on record as a county bridge.

And they will cver nray,&C.,&C.
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