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Petition for the erection of a Qounty Bridge.

TO THE BONORABIE ALILISON 0, SMITHh President Judge of the

gourt of Quarter Sessions of the Peace in and for the County of
Clearfield, | '
- The petition of the inhabitants of the Borough of Oscecla, in

said gounty, respecifully ?howet , that a Rridge is much wanted
d M . 1' ﬁ :,. — . A.«

over the Mcshannon Creek; at a place wiere % cgpsseé said
JMN

¢reek into Centre County, at or near the Penngylvania Jepot, at
Oscecla iﬁ gsaid County, Pernsylvania., By reason of recent floods
taking out tﬁe‘bridée it is impassible, and that the expense.pf
ereeting?said bridge wovld be too heavy and bur&ensome upon them
inhabitants of said Borough,&

!ﬂYour petiticners therefcre pray your Honor to take such order

in the premises, as in your wisdop shall seem meet and consistgnt
With the Act of General Assembly in such case made and provided,

And they will ever pray, etc.
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Public Bridge over Moshannon ) In the Court of Quarter Sessions
Creek between Osceola Boroughj of Clearfield County.
Clearfield County, and Rush )} No. 2 February Sessions 1905.

Township, Centre County. 5

The proceedings in the above stated case were begun at
February Sessions, 1905, and the report of the viewers favorable
to the pridge was made to May Sessions, 1905, whereupon the re=-
port was referred tc the Grand Jury at that session. The Grand

- Jury approved the report of the viewers and the matter was then
presented to the Court for final approval.

An examination of the draft attached to the report shows
that the approach to the bridge on the Clearfield County side,
for = distance of over 500 feet, is on private ground, and that
there is no public road or approach from the regular Borough
streets on the north side of the railroad at that point to the
Moshannon Creek cor County line. Haying considerable doubt as
to the propriety of approving this bridge to be built at publip
expense, on account of its location, we made & personal inspec-
tion of the situation in order tonsatisf duﬁgaxéz The so=called
private road, as shown by the map, between Railroad Street in
the Borough of gsceola across the Pennsylvania Railroad and
across the swamp to the Moshannon Creek proper, is merely an
01ld embankment of a dam. Apparently of recent years it has
been used as a driveway and a temporary bridge constructed over
the Moshannon at the point in questioﬁ. On the Centre County
side it meets a narrow road ruhning along at the foot of the
hill. This road apparently has at some time been constructed
to the south, as well as to the north of the designated point

for a bridge. We did not go over it to the south and do not
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know what its present condition is, but it was claimed that the
bridge was necessary and desirable in order to accommodate the
people living on the brow of the hill a quarter to half mile
from the bridge location and around the point of the hil;i The
road from the desired location to wiesss, the first house ceommene-
es is simply a narrow cut in the side hill, not wide enough for
two conveyances to pass, and on the creek side of the road is a
tramroad for a mine in that vicinity which is on a grade several
feet lower than the road proper. We have been unable to get
any information as to whether even this is a public road, al-
though on the map connected with these papers is marked public
road. There are quite a number of houses and of course a con-
siderable number of people living on the Centre County side

who would in a manner be accommodated by this public bridge,
but in our opinion they would be still better accommodated by
the bﬁilding of 2 roadway across the mountain run a distance

of not over one thousand feet to meet the general highway
running south from Osceola on the Centre County side. After
looking over the situation and taking into consideratlion the
character of this bridge location, we are not satisfied that
the County should expend the one-half of five or six thousand
dollars required to vuild such a structure. A driveway in that
vicinity may be very desireable, both for the people who live

there, as well as for the merchants doing business at Osceola

who have trade in that vicinity, but
XEXEAPERAXBHENXAXBERXBLXRENEY the situation with reference to
there being public or private roads and the right to build
across the railroad should all be definitely determined before
asking the Counties involved to expend such a sum of moneyi

This is especially true in view of the fact that there is also

another bridge being pushed by citizens of Osceola over the
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Moshannon at a point half a mile or so north of the proposed
bridge. The viewers in that case, however, have reported the
same unfavorably, so that we do not have it to pass upon at the
present time. There are now before the Court for fihal approval
or disapproval upwards of fifty thousand dollars worth of
bridges and Clearfield County cannot afford to erect all of themn.
It is, in our judgment, therefore, the duty of thé Court
to carefuily discriminate and approve only such as are &8 un-
questionably necessary for the general public interest. We are

not convinced that this is one of them. We, therefore, refuse

By the Court, . '
' P. J.

to approve the same.
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Public Bridge over Moshannon
Creek between Osceola Borough,
Clearfield County, and Rush

Township, Centre County.

OPINION.
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| Clearﬁeldl County, ss:

i
v

At a Court of Quarter Sessions of the Peace of the county of Clear-
field, Pennsylvania, held at Clearfield, in and for said county on the

. dayof.. -, A. D.

yﬁ% before Judge of said Court, wpon a petition of sundry inhab-

2tants of (}zem W in said
e

1

County, setting jorth that o AP VCALL, 4R 2rrcich.

‘and therefore praying the Court to appoint proper persons to view and lay oul the same according fo laze,

n the Court uppn due consideration had of the premises, do ovder and appoint . ... ...

7 d

whevenpo

who afier being vespectively Sworn or affirmed to perform their duties impartially and to the best of their

Judgment, arve lo view the place proposed for the said bridge, and if tﬁe‘y or anym .of them, view the

evecting of the said bvidge would requive more expense than it wonld be reasonable the said townships should

bear, they ave to make veport accordingly; ... ...l ...

- e e amem o me s = o

and a map or p.lat theveof to be made, which shall accompany said report; the report aforesaid to be made to
the next term of the Court of Quarter Sessions to be held for the said county of Clearfield.
BY THE COURT."




RELEASE OF DAMAGES.

Frona AL Men by These Presents, That we, the undersigned owners of
lands upon which the bridgeis located by the viewers, under the annexed order,
passes for and in codsideration of the sum of ONE DOLLAR to us respectively
paid by the . ot and before

the ensealing and delivery hereof, have remised, released and forever quit-
~ claimed; and do hereby remise, relense and forever quit-claim to the said

_all damages that may arise to us

respectively by reason. of the location or budlding of said bridge, so that neither
we nor any of us, nor any person claiming under us, can or may hereafter ask,
sue for, demand, have or receive any damades for injuries arising or growing
out of the location or building of said bridge.

'
LI

. Witness our hands and seals this . _dayof...
A. D.189.... | .

2

S

ASSESSMENT OF DAMAGES.

The following persons, having refused to release the damages to which they
respectively may be entitled by reason of the location and building of said
Z)ridﬁ@ in the annexed return described, we, the undersigned viewers, under
oath in pursuance of our duty, under the Act of Assembly, do assess their dam.-

ages and make report thereof as follows:

To o e b0 STLERL OF
L0 o the sum of
T S the sum of.
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