


In reé joint meeting of Viewers, duly
appointed by the quarter Sessions Court

of Centre County to view the location

for a County bridge at a point where

Pine Street in Phnilipsburg Borough crosses
the County line over the Moshannon Creek,

NO. FEBRUARY SESSIONS 1925,

4s s ¥ 6 BV e

CLEARFIELD COUNTY VIEWERS!?

John Scollins, Attorney,
H.B. Reese, Engineer,
J.S, WMichaels, Layman.

CENTRE COUNTY VIEWERS:

M. Ward Fleming, Attorney,
H.B. Shattuck, Znginesr,
L.B, Swertz, Layman.

Depositionsof Citigzens of the Borough of Chester Hill end
Philipsburg taken before the above named Viewers, after due notice according
to the Act of Assembly end the Rules of Court of the respective Counties of !
the time and place of meeting of said Viewers and of the public hearing upon
said view to be veld, according to order of the respective Courts, in the
Assexmbly Room of the Moshannon National Bank Building in the Borough of
Prilipsburg, Pa., at 2 o'clock P.M., in the afternoon of the 31st day of
January 1925, at which time and place witnesses may be heard, under oath,
on the question as to the necessity of a County Bridge on the line of said
Counties, at & point where Pine Streset of sald Boroughs crosses the Moshannon
Creek and whether the expense of the construction of the said bridge would
be more then would be reasonable for the said Boroughs to bear.

APPEARANCES:
0. W, ZBIGLER, appears for the Petitioners of both Counties,

5,D. GETTIG, of Bellefonte, Pa., appsars for the Commissioners of
Centre County as well as for H.P. Austin.

A.M. LIVERIGHT, appears for the Commissioners of Ulearfield County.

JAS. P. O'LAUGHLIN, appears for the New York Central Railroad Co.

It is agreed between the Viewers and the Counsel representing
the Potitioners and of the Counsel present representing their respective
clients, that the testimony may be taken in stenographic notes by & competent
stenographer and from said notes transcribed in typewriting and be used in
evidence of tne case and further the signatures of the witnesses to their
testimony is hersby waived, -
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PHILIP %. WOMELSDORFF, being duly sworn according to law, tegtifies as follows!

By Mr. Zeigler:

Q.
Q

. Qe
L A

Q.
A.

Q.
A,

Q-
A,

Q.

AD

Mr. Womelsdorff, where do you live? A. I live in Philipsburg.
What is your business? A. Mining Engineer.

Are you familiar with the part of the propbsed location of this bridge?
Yes sir, 1 am.

Have you & knowledge of the financial condition of the Boroughs of Chester
Hill and Philipsburg, generally?
Generally, yes. .

What do you say as to the ability of these Boroughs %o construct such a
bridge as is contemplated, at this point?

My judgment is that it is not possible for the Borough of Philipsburg 1o
entail any further expense at this time in view of the condition of
everything pertaining to the business on which Philipsburg revolves.

Mr. Womelsdorff, what do you say on the necessity for this bridge?
It has been evident for a good meny years in Philipsburg and particularly
during my stay here, which is 40 soms years, that the question for re~
lieving the traffic on Front. Street has been in the minds of all of us.
This question hzs been agitated and raised, and I think heard once before
by the various parties appointed, in which Philipsburg, together with
the seid of théir County and the County of Clearfield, endeavored to give
relief not only to the congested traffic in Philipsburg but to the indus=:
tktes just across.the Creek in Chester Hill Borough. At that time the
question was raised and disputed as to the fact that this bridge begins
on Pine Street and ends nowhers. I do not want to meke any remark, but
T do want to say this, I would agk the Viewers to overlook this guestion
as to the fact that it ends nowhere, for both places have expended moneys *
for the upkeep of the same. The land beyond this bridge belonged to the
Philipsburg Coal and Land Compeny and they in turn sold it to various
parties and afterwards transferred through various titles to the present
owners, This brddge was then constructed by someons, I do not know who,
and I think the Viewers, who have been down to see it already, are satis=-
fied &s to the necessity of the bridge is concerned. I have gone over }
the ground, examined the ground numerous times and I have been down over
the ground when it hes been in full traffic and 1 have seen hundreds of
autozmobiles carrying heavy loads over it and it was evident to me then and
has been ever since, that some relief is necessary, not only 1o the
Philipsburg side, but to everybody comnected with it,

Will you please give the names of the manufacturing and business institu-
tions immediately across the creek from this bridge emd in Chester Hill
Borough?

We have the Nickel Fabricating Co., Booth & Shontz Bottling Works and
Philipsburg Beef Company, are the three plants immediately across the
brid g8

Are there any residents or tenament houses near? A. Yes sir.
Do you know how many? &, I think about 5 or 6.

Pine Street is opened up to what point after it crosses the bridge in
Chester Hill Borough?

It goes right up to the stream, crosses the stream and then continues
on to the New York Cemtral Right of way as shown by deed, which shows
the exisfence of the same at that time,

What becomos of the traffic on the street after it leaves the point of
the enbankment of the New York Central Railroad right of way?

I+ turns to the South and runs along the Railroad over the New York
Contral right of way to the New York Central Depot and takes the main
road over through Chester Hill.
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Do you know who constructed that road with the ouilet?

A. I can't say who constructed it but I do know thai the New York Central
Railroad Company helps to maintain it.

Q. Is it on the New York Central Company's right of way?! A. Yes sir it ise

Q. You don't know whether the New York Central Railroed itsslf constructed
‘this road on the said right of way?
A, No sire

Q. Do you know that the outlst was made for the purposs of avoiding crossing

the railroad?
A. The road was constructed for the purpese of taking fraffic from the pert
of Philipsburg Borough and avoid the other roads.

CROSS EXAMINATION

MR, O'LAUGHLIN

——

Q. Does the road go Bast or VWest along the New York Gentral Railroad?
A, The road goes South West.

%, Has the road ever been laid out by the Order of the Court?
A, I dan't tell you that.

Q. Is there a Street opened in Chester Hill on the opposite side of the New :
York Central tracks and down through the meadows?
A. Nosir, because the New York Central Railroad Company's right of way is

extremely wide.

Q. How wide?! A, According to the map of the New York Central Railroed, 1%
is 450 feet wide.

Q. The right of way takes in a large area of the lowlands in Chester Hill
Borough?
A. Yes gir,

G, There wouldn't be any street to commect with on the Chester Hill side

for at least 400 feet? X
A. Be about somewhmere in that neighborhood of 800 fest across the meadows.

Q. And for the public to got access on the Clearfield County side to your
bridge, it would have to get permission from the New York Gentral to
cross this 400 feet?
A, Yes sir.

Q. Do you know how far it is from the center line of tracks of the New York
Central Railroad to the Borough line of Chester Hill Borough lying South
thersof?

A. About 200 feet. w

By Mr. Liveright

Q. You don't know how close to the New York Central Reilroad tracks the
Pastern limit of Chester Hill Borough is, do you! A. I do not,

Q. You don't know whether it ig 200 or 500 feet, do you?
A. I don't know where the line of Chester Hill Borough is.

Q. And you wouldn't know whether a pedestrian or a person in a vehicle would
first strike a street in Clearfield County im driving from Philipsburg

in that direction.
L. They would pass the right of way of the New York Central somewhere in

the neighborhood of 400 feet to strike a street in it.

Q. And the intervening land is not laid out in streets or alleys at all?l
A. DNot to my knowledge as I am not familiar to where Chester Hill Borough

4is laid out in that line.
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By ¥r. Zeigler:

Q. Senator, where do the pedestriens and vehiclss now go to reach an
outlet in going out over this proposed bridge, this new bridge, where
would they reach the outlet?

A. Across this bridge over rosd up to the line of the right of way of the
New York Central Railrosd and then up the right of way and turn to the
left and pass along the road, which is being used and meet the traffic
on Presqueisle Sireet.

Q. What is the length of the road constructed by the New York Central along
their right of way to reach Presqueisle Street?
A. In the neighborhood of 600 feet.

Q+ TIs thet road in good condition now?
A. It is being used right along.

Q. How long do you know it has been used!
A. That road has been used to my knowledge for 25 years or mors.

Q. How many years ago was it made at all in a passable condition and in

. shape for all kinds of traffic?

A. I can't answer that questiom, but that for 25 years it has been in
existence since I know,

By Mr. Liverights

Q. Do you know that road is & permissable way or road on the part of the
New York Ceniral Railroad Company?

A. I imagine it is a parmissable road.

A.B. CURTIS, being produced end sworn, testifies as follows!

By Geo.W. Zeigler:!

Q. Mr. Curtis are you & property owner near {this proposed bridge?
Ae I am. :

Q. Whet kind of a business have you there?
A. A wholesale meat business.

Q. Will you give the approximate amount of capitalinvested in your business
there? o

K. About $360,000,00

Q. How many automobiles do you use in this business? A. Eight;

Q. What other industries are located handy to you in the immediate section
across the bridge?

A. The Nickel Fabricating Co. and Booth & Shontz Bottling Workas

Q. What exit do you use to get out towards the New York Central station
and places?

A. By the way of tho New York Ceniral iracks, the road leading from Zast
Pine 5t. to Presqueisle,

Q. Do you go on Pine Street then to the New York Central tracks?
A, To haul my load, yes sir,

Q. And from there to Presqueisle Street? A. Yes sir,
Q. What condition is that roed in? A. In very good condition at all times.
Q. Do you know who constructed it? A. No sir, it was before my time,

Q. How long has it been in use? A. To the best of my knowledge it has Deen

Q.

there twenty five years.

Is thai a complete and satisfactory outlet?

A,

Yes sire
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What do you say as to the financial ability of these two Boroughs to
bear the cost of the construction of such e bridge as contemplated?
As to the financial part, I suppose like all other Boroughs, they can't
afford to go ahead with this improvement in conditions of today.
Are you & property hodder? A. Yes sir.

How long have you been & property holder in this place? A. 13 years.

CROSS EXAMINATTON

Mr. Curtis is there an opening ecross the New York Central tracks of
,Pine Street as extended towards Chester Hill Borough!?

I think the Chester Hill maps show the sitreets abutting the Néw York
Ceniral tracks on the opposite side,

Does the road lying in Philipsburg to the creek and crossing the creek
known as Pine Street, extend to where?

It extends to the New York Central itracks and then on the opposite
side of the tracks extends across the meadows,.

Does it cross the tracks of the New York Central Railroad?
It does not.

Is it in your mind or the minds of any that are associated with you
that there will be an extension of this or a consent to this?
To the best of my knowledge I do not know?

What for your convenience as a citizen?
It wouldn't be convenient to me more than it is now,

Is the outlet you hew have entirely satisfactory to you?
S0 long as we have an outlet leading towards point of further towns,

If you have the outlet you now have, is that satisfactory fo you with-
out an extension across the New York Central right of way?

Yes sir, '

Measures up to all your needs? A, Yes sir,

You want the opening you have to Presqueisle Street, and that is where
you want to get?

Yes sir.

1s that satisfactory to you as you now have it in use?! A, Yes sir.

Entirely? A. Yes sir in that direction.

If you did get the bridge, would you then want the road over the tracks?

No, I don*t heve that in mind.
You wouldn't want it across the tracks! A. Nos sir,

Do you want it over the tracks? A. No our intentions are to build a
new bridge.

If that be conatructed you wouldn't want it across the tracks?
No sir.

MR. WOMELSDORFF testifies that he and others that are associated with
him do not want it to cross the New York Ceniral tracks.

AM. Liveright:

Is there any side road oui between the hedge of the west bank of the
croek and the tracks of the New York Central Railroad opposite Pine
Street over Philipsburg Borough?

I don't know I never saw a map to that effect.

But you wouldn't know whether, or in fact there would be any dediceted

land out or open strest in Clearfield County on the opposite_side of
the Moshanfion Cresk from Pine Streo t as Pine Street lies in Philipsburg

v
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Borough?
A. No, I never saw a map to that effect.

Goo. W. Zeigler:

Q. The question that has just been asked you by counsel, used the word
1laid out and dedicated, do you measn to make that answer that you did?

A. I havé seen a deed dedicating that street, but I have not seen it on
8 MAPs

Q. There is an outlet from Pine Street near the New York Central Railroad
to the Presqueisle Street and state road?
A, Yes sir.

Q. Although not dedicated to your knowlsdge? A. To ths best of my
knowledgs, no.

R.M, Liverighis

Q. Is not the rosdway or driveway, which is in Clearfield County between
the New York Central Tracks and the Moshannon Creek & privats road?
A, Nos sir.

Q. What does the sign or the signs which are along it mean then?
A. It pertains to the bridge not to the right of way or road.

Q. Theg refer exclusively to the bridge and do not mean anything about
the road way which is in Clearfield County?
A, yes sir.

Q. Is that a public roed?
A, Yes sir, the Chester Hill Borough keeps it up or gives assistance to
its upkeep on the New York Central line.

Q. To the Railroad is where, to the hedge of its right of way or to its
tracks?
A. To the hedge of the right of way.

Q. Then to the hedge of the New York Central right cf way and the Moshannon

Creek is a public road is it?
A, Yes sir,

Q. And Chester Hill Borough keeps it up?
A, I don't know, it must be on the maps.

Q. Are the New York Central tracks in Chester Hill borough? A. Yes

Q. Chester Hill Borough at that point runs up to the Moshannon Creek?
« Yes.
Geo. W. Zeigler:

. Mr. Curtis, Pine Street, so far as it runs in Chester Hill Borough is
an opened and intersected sireet?
A. Yes sir.

Q. On the opposite side of the New York Central right of way, does Pine
Street run across the meadows and on Chester Hill Borough?

A. No, but it is on the map as a street.

Q. There has been no work done on that! A. No sir,

Jas. P. O'Laughlint

Q. Which is the oldest, New York Central tracks or Chester Hill Borough?
A. Chester Hill Borough,

GEC. H. TAY, being produced and sworn, testifies as follows?

Ge0. W. Zeigler:

Q. Mr. Tay, what is your business? A. I am the Menager of the Nickil:
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Fabricating Gorporation.

Where is the location of the Nickel Fabricating Corporation?
In @hester Hill Boroughe

How far away from the Philipsburg Beef Company
Across Bagt Pine Street from the Philipsburg Beef Company.

Will you state to the Viewers here, as near as you cen substantially, the

investment represented by the business of which you are manager?
Approximately $125,000.00,

What other business industries are handy to yourlocation in Chester Hill

Borough?

Booth & Shontz Bottling Works and the Philipsburg Beef Co.s

What, approximately is your weekly payroll? A. About $850,00,

Are there residence there? )
Yes, 4 or 5 houses between us and the Wew York Central right of wey.

Tenament houses? A. Yes.

Heve vou any knowledge as to the epproximate number of vehicles that cross

this proposed beidge daily?
No sir, I haven't,

CROSS EXAMINATION

P} 0'Laughlin:

Adre you favorasble or unfavorable to the granting of this petition?
I am favoreble to it.

For your needs, and in your petition for the improvement, would you
need @ continusnce of Pine Street across the iracks of the New York
Central railway?

No sir.

Those are not your needs at all, not concerned about them?

Not at alle

Your present mccommodations will give vou all the sufficient outlet
which you want?

Yes sir.

Have you any assurance that you will be given the use of this roed

always?

No sir, we have no assurance of that whatever.

A.B, Curtis, being recalled, testifies as followss

You say this bridge would be too expensive for Philipsburg Borough to

bear, have vou had an estimate made for a proposed bridge?

I haven'

te

How do you know it would be too expensive?
According to the statement of the two Boroughs

Whet did they tell you which would meke you say that?
According to them the Boroughs aren’'t able to build a bridgel

Is that just a geneesl statement that you mean?
It is a statement of the two Boroughs that I take that from.

Who told you?
T read the statementl

Where?

A,

The Auditor's statement.
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. You meen the financial condition of the two Boroughs is such that they
" couldn't finance anything? ’
. No, just that to finance a bridge,

Q
A
Q. No matter how much or how little it wquld cogt?! A. Yes sir,
Q

. If they could build a bridge for $107,00, they couldn't, you think that
, would be the limit of their ability!? ’
. &. Not exactly that, but they can'i afford to build a bridge,

Q. What's the population of Philipsburg?
i A. The population of the Borough proper is 3900 and has a trading population
of 3500 in & radius of 12 miles.

. Q. Ybat is the population of Chester Hill Rorough? A. I don't know,

? §. There would be possibly 10 people cross this bridge from Philipsburg
" towards Chester Hill to 1 from Chester Hill to Philipsburg?
‘A, Yes, & hundredé to one,

! Q. Do you think a fair proportion of the cost should be stood by the two
Counties, sey there would be & favorable report by the Viewers, being
100 to 1 in Centre County! “

. A, Clearfield County should bear the same burden as Centre County.

Q. WNot withstanding the present populetions of the two Counties?
""A., Simply because we are heavy tax payers in Clearfield County as well as
in Centre,

© Q, How close is the nearest bridge across the Moshaxnon Creek, I mean County
bridge] to Pine Streei now?
"A. Going down Presqueisle,

. Q. How close?! A, About 200 feet.

" Q. How close with that is the next bridge crossing the creek?
I'A. About 2000 feet.

Q. That's at Maple Street? A, Yes,

} Q. That isn't 2000 feet from Presqueisle to Maple Street, is it?
w A. I think so, yes.

i §. How meny blocks is it? A. Two blocks,

. Q. But it wouldn't be 2000 feet from Fresqueisle Street to ieple Street

. bridge?

; A. Along the New York Centrel line the distance seems to be longer than it
i does on Front Street.

j G. It ie still two blocks and your blocks don't run 1000 feet each?
"A, I just give you en estimate of 2000feet, but it mey be 100 feet, I don't know,

Q. Isn't there & bridge across the creek in the oppesite direction towards
GClearfield from Pine Street?
A. Ho sir.

. Q. How far is the Front Street Bridge from the Pine Street Bridge?
" A, Ve have no bridge on Frong Street,

- Q. Along what Street is the bridge across the HMoshennon as you go to Glear-
field from Fhilipsburg? '
A, Thet is the bridge at Point Lookout,

" Q. How far is that from Fine Street!
A. I sm not & very good judge on distance, I don't know,

Geo. V. Zeigler:

Q. Do you know of your knowledge that the Maple Street bridge is a Gounty
| bridge, built by Centre and Clearfield Counties!?
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Page 9,
Yes, I have heard that,

Do you know that the bridge at Presqueisle Street is also & county bridge?
I'don't know that, but I think that it is up to the two Boroughs to keep it
upo

Do you know that the Point Lookout bridge is a County Bridge? A, Yes sir,

And the bridge at Troy?! A. I don't know whether it is a County or State,
but I suppose it is a County bridge.

Geo., W, Zeigler:

3
Q.
N
A,

Q.

Senator, do you know of your own knowledge that all of the bridges leading
out from Philipsburg clean down to Troy are County bridges?
s to my own knowledge I can't tell, but =11l of them are is my understanding.

How meny are there? A, Four,

Jas. P, 0'Laughlin:

‘8’
A'

Is it your argument that because there are four county brlages there shouhi:
be another one!

If it is necessery for another one, yes,

ED SHONTZ, being produced and sworn according to law, testifies as follows:

Geo, W. Zeigler:

JQ.
ﬁ‘
Q.

:Q'
A,

A,

Mr. Shontz, where do you live? A, Chester Hill, !
What business are you engaged in! A. Booth & Shontz Bottling Works,
Where is your plent located? A. Just opposite beidge at Pine Street,

Do you hold any office in the Borough of Chester Hill,
I am Clerk of Council,

Are you agreezble at all to pay the expenses of dne helf of this bridge,
if suthorized?
We are in debt now $4600,00,

Are you sble to pay for your portion of the expenses of a bridge!
It would be & considerable hardship for our Borough at this time,

Would you be able to do it at all without laying exira millege in your
Borough?
Ko sir,

What is your millege now? A. Our Borough light is 12 mills, our water
ig 14 mills and school mills 8.

Will you plemse indicete to the Viewers the industrial enterprises that
are loceted in Chester Pill Borough immediately adjacent to this proposed
bridge?

There is our own plant, Booth & Shontz Co., Philipsburg Beef Co., and the
Nickel Fabrieating Company, and then we have an 0il plant, two of them in
fact, which the other witnesses failed to mention.

Would you care to state the epproximate amount of your investment over there?
About $18,000.00,

How meny sutomobiles do you use?! A. Three trucks,

What do you have to say es to the necessity of this bridge so far as your
business is concerned? '
This bridge is a necessity.

Does your Borough maintain the Pine Street roed from the proposed bridge over

to the New York Cemtral right of way?
Yes sir, we have a street right there.
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WQ' ¥hat becomes of your Pine Sireet, so far as an ocutlet is concerned when

r you get to the New York Cemiral Railway tracks?

"A. We pass over the New York Central right of way over to the tracks and
ge up to the Fresqueisle street roed by & right of way,

'0'Laughlin:
le. Who meinteins that road? A.. New York Central,

;q; Does your Borough take any part in the meintenance of it?
"A. Not on the right of way.

. Are there two roads?! A, Just the one,

. Do you know when this road wes comstructed aleng the right of way!?
A, T can't tell you, it hes been there ever since I have been a boy, about
F 35 years,

"0, What ic the condition of that road now, and what has been the condition
4 during, say the past 5 or ten years? )

" A, It has always been good, but especially good at the present time. The
roed has been widened out.

Q. Who widened 1t out? A, New York Central,

- Q. Does that make a perfect outlet to the right of way on Presqueisle Street?
A, Yes gir,

. 8.D. Gettig:

* 9, You say the Borough of Chester Hill meinteins the Fine Street road past
r the Moshannon Creek over to the New York Central right of way?
. As Yes sir.

Q. Who maintains thée road from that point to the Presqueisle Sireet roadway!?
A. New York Central. ' ~ .

' Q. Where is the Chester Hill Borough line? A, Hoshamon Creek,

@, Where is that north west of that point towards Clearfield!
' A, Our line follows the creek, I imagine about six or eight hundred feet,and
takes a straight course over the hills,

! Q. 1Is there e Street in Chester Hill Borough immedimtely pest ihe New York

Central right of way? ' ‘
A. In this section lying immediately west is three streets, this Pine Street
| stops by the New York Central Right of ¥ay,

. Kept open and repaired by the Eorough! A, Yes sir,

L WD

. Any crossing over the tracks! A, No sir,

o]

. Any provided for! A. No sir.

Q. And this road leads from Pine Street on this side of the tracks toward
Presqueisle Strest and is simply a permissive st?eet! A. Yes sir,

Q, How many inter-County bridges have you! A. Two.

" Q. And then you have several to the North or Horth West from here?
| A, Towards Clearfield}

' G. You said there were two inter County bridges from Philipsburg to Chester
‘ Hill? A, Yes sir,

Q. The Pine Street, on the other side of the New York Central tracks towards
your Borough road is opened and travelled? A, Yes sir.

, 0. And what ié the roadway condition? A. At the present time it is in very
good shape, We put on about five or six carloads of ashes.
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Q, Whet is the width of it?! A. I imagine 40 feet.

Q. State whether or not that street is shown on the map of the Borough of
Chester Hill beyond the New York Central right of way?
A, Yes sir, I can show you on the mep,

A.M, Liveright:

Q. What is the northern most street in Chester Hill Bowugh as shown by the
map. A. Senford Street.

Q. What is the eastern most as shown by the plan? A, Edward Street.

Q. Where is Florence Street? A. That is the first street just opposite
the New York Central rumning perallel to the line of Pine Street,

Whaet is the distance from Florence Street to the New York Centrel Railway?
A. I can't say how many feet that they heve on the cther side, 386 feet on
the Philipsburg side and possibly 150 feet on the other side.

0, Up to this time there has been no street laid out or opened through to
150 and 200 feet of the New York Centrel right of way on the western side o
the New York Gentral tracks and there has been no plen prepared by the
Borough ordaining or filing it in the Court of Common Fleas of Cleerfield
County or Recorder's office showing a street cast of Florence Street?

A, Nosir,

Jas, P, O'Laughlin:

G. Between Pine Street running parellel to the New York Central tracks and
the New York Cemtrai right of wey, is there any créssing to the Chester
Hill Streets? A. No sir, N ,

0. TFlorence Street is the last and next street to the Néw York Central, which
runs parallel with Pine Street, but no road goes over the tracks!
A, No sir.

Q. Have you or your citizens in mind on this proceeding of any continuence
of Pine Street mcross the New York Central tracks? H. Nosir,

Q. Would the present arrangement as it nos is, not across the New York
Central, satisfactory? &, Yes sir.

Q. That iz where you expect to quit asking? A. Yes sir.

Q. Your citizens would then be satisfied? A. Yes sir,

0. Of all these three or four or five indusiries and the four or five
residences, es spoken of by the other witnesses, do they lie between the
lioshannon Greek and the New York Central tracke? A. Yes sir, :

Q. How meny people in Chester Hill Borough?

A, 900, assessed valuation $230,000.00, Chester Hill Borough people pay &
County tax of §2000,00 in addition to the millage.

Q. Have you here any official map showing any streets or highweys as a pert
of the Chester Hill Borough, lying between the Moshamnon Creek and the
New York Central right of way, other than Pine Street? A, Nosir,

SAMUEI, RUGGIERC, being produced and sworn according to law, testifies as
follows:

Geo. V. Zeigler:
Q. Mr. Ruggiero, where do you live? A, Chester Hill Borough,

0. What business are you engaged in? A. OCrossing watchmen on Pine Street.
I have been watchmen for 15 years at this Pine Street crossing.

Q. Sammy, did you ever have any instructions from the Pemnsylvanis Railroad
to keep & record of the number of vehicles that crossed the tracks where
your little stend is &t Fine Street? A, Yes sir,
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How frequently do you éross it oh an average perday, business day? :
In answer to that question, I don't crose it as often as I would like to far
the only time I dare cross it is when I am empty. 1 have a lot of occasiom
10 use the bridge but can't use it when I have a load on.

Will you plemse state to the Viewers your occasion to use this bridge in
preference to any other bridge in Philipsburg crossing the Moshemnon Creek!?
211 the material that we haul to &and from the Nickel Fabricating Company
we have to go,’ coming from the Pemnsylvenie Station 16 the Nickel Fabrie
cating Company, to Presqueisle Street bridge and going from the Nickel
Fabricating Company to the station we have 1o go along thée New York Cenmtrel
right of way to the Presqueisle street bridge. Of colrse, we could use

the Pine Street bridge were it able to carry our loed,

How far would that totalvextra distancerbe?_ A, About five miles.

Do you feel in your business m great necessity for this bridge?
It is a very great injury not to heve a bridge.

It is a matter of some expense isn't it?A,0f course, it takes money to
drive the extra distance, and in jauling freight from the Néw York Centrel
we would prefer to haul the Pine Street bridge way, as it is easier to

travel for the Presqueisle Sireet way hes a longer hill,

Jas, P, O'Laughlin:

Qn

Q.
A

Qe

¥r, lLansberry, have you in mind in this proceeding or in any subsequént ong
to ask that there be a cresging put over the New York Central tracks,

which would connect Pine Street with Florence Street in Chester Hill
Borough?t A. None whatever.

What convenience would it be, sdditional convenience, to you to heve it
extended over the New York Central tracke if you were permitted it?
Not eny,

You wouldn't consider it any worth while convenience. A. I wouldn't
gonsider it eny convenience at all,

If you had an adequate bridge tocerry lo&ds over the HMoshennon Creek at |
Pine Street, you would have all you wént, your desires wouldn't extend
further than that? A, No sir,

Is it easier to haul your load over Pine Street than Presqueisleﬂﬁﬁzagt‘

into Philipsburgf .
The hill is steep and longer on Presqueisle than on Pine Street frog ihe

Pennsylvania reilroad,
As & matter of comvenience, which one would you choose?! A, Pine Street.

Would it be simply to avoid the traffic or because of the grades?
HMostly to evoid the traffic,

Ts the traffic so troublesome on Presqueisle Street.
Quite frequently on Front but not on Presqueisle,

Whet distence have you obgerved the water to have been at its highest under
the bridge, or how far from the bottom part of the floor of the bridge to
the surfece of water at its highest!? )

It has gone up as high as 5 or 6 feet betveen bridge and water.

Have you ever known the water there to be over the enbankmen#!' »
No, the only place where I saw the water over the enbankment was near the
New York Central right of way, the back water had overflowed. 1 have seen
it severzl times but never here at the bridge.

Is the romdway which is along the New York Central Railroad adequate for
your business?! A. It is.

If you were hauling a load from the Nickel Fabriceting Company, the road
is satisfactory, is it? A, Yes sir,
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You wokldn't need any crossing over the tracks for amy of your purposes?

‘No gir, we have no use for it at all.

AM. Liveright:

Q.

Q.

e

Is the road along the New York Central right of way anytime covered with
water? A, No sir,

within the last ten or twelve years!?

The only time I saw any water on there was once three or four years ago,
ceugsed by the backwater overflowing of about 4 inches or more,

Have you hed any expression of the New York Central Railroed about the
stability of thie road along the right of way?! A, No sir.

Do you know anything pertaining to its stability? A, I don't know,

Do you know whether the New York Central will dedicate that road to the
Borough? A. I don't know.

If the people should be denied that stretch of road along the right of
way, Pine Street in Chester Hill would come to a dead halt at the right
of way! A. Yes sir,

MISS ANNA GILL, being produced and sworn, testifies as follaws:

Geo. W. Zeigler:

Q.
ok
Q.
Q.

Qn
A,

Q.

Q.

You are an old resident of Philipsburg? A, Yes sir.

What business are you engaged in? A, In the meking of mining supplies,
You have a place of business? A, Ye§ sir.

Where is it located? A, On Fpont Street, two squares below Pine._

Do you have occasion to use the Pine Street bridge in the line of your
business?! A. Yes sir. ‘ :

Will you please state to the Viewers the reason why you use the Pine
Street bridge in preference to any other bridge going over to Clearfield
County? h N

It is much more convenient for we live at the lower end of town., We
consider it a great deal of saving of time and is & grest convenience to
use Pine Sireet bridge.

Wouldn't it appear to be that to all the business places of the town!
Yes, more s¢ to Mr. Curtis and M¥r. Tey for :f course he gets 21l his
goods or a part, es we do, over the New York Central railroad, end then

we ship a great deal of our merchandise over the New York Central road. |

It has been a great convenience to you as well as to other people in that
end of town?! A. Yes.

Do you regard a new bridge there as a great necessity® A, Yes indeed,
that is the reason I am here today,

Jas. P, 0'Laughlin:

Q.
e

A.

In which county do you reside? A, Centre.

In what way, after you crose Fine Street bridge do you travel toward

your place? _
Je go to the New York Central station, by the road Mr. Curtis' plent is
on, run along the station and then we turn sround and go back to Pine

Street, unless we have business on some other street. .

Is the present arrangement with'a proper and adequate bridge, satisfactory
for your purposes? A, Yes sir,

You wouldn't want any crossing over the iracks of the New York Central

Railroad? . .
No, we wouldn't ask for any other way of getting to the staticn except
for the bridge.
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WILLIS N. ZEITLER, being produced and sworn, testifies as follows:

Geoe We Zeigler:

Wr. Zeitler, where do you reside! A. PhilipsburgePes

Q‘,

G. How long have you resided here?! A. 14 years.

Q. Whet position do you occupy in reference to the Fire Compeny of Philipsburg?

A, T am chief of the Hope Fire Company,

¢« What have you to say {0 the Viewers with reference to the necessity of &
bridge across the Moshannon Creek &t Pine Street?

A. As you know, the Company responds to 2ll fire alarms: and to use the bridge
is out of the question,for if our pumper was to drive his truck on the
bridge, he would go through the bridge end go intc the creek. In the second
place there is a very great amount of business around this section, which is
gubject to fire hazard, and to run the pumper on the bridge would be an utter

impossibility at the present time. We have one plug at this section of ihe
town, and of course, that plug would be no help to cover any fire that there
would be beyond the bridge. Andther thing, there is property on the other
side of the bridge needing protection and as it is we would have to go down
Presqueisle Street and then it would be a guestion of short suction, for
in this section it would be & question of short suction as it is more than
22 feet and the pumper on land near the creek couldrn't get the water on
account of it being too high above the water.

Gso Do you know how the present bridge there is maintained?

A. As I understend it hes been mainteined in the past by property owners.

. Wes it built thet way also?

A. £s I understend it, yes.

Q'Leughlin

Q. You serve as a volunteer firemen! A. TYes,

. You serve Chester Hill Borough? A. We did in the past and we are always
subject to call, but they have their own fire company at the present time.

¢s You respond when you are asked {o?

A. Yes sir. They have no pumper and the nearest place that we could get water
would be on the New York Central side.

G. For your Fire Departmeni's use, is it & necessity to have a crossing over
the New York Central Railroad?

A. If we had fire to fight in ihat direction. If we were called we would have
10 go and time is very precious to a fire company.

§. For this preeeni proceeding, are you a party to it! A. TYes.

J. Are you a signer with this? A. Yes.

Q. Are you on this with an effort to put Pine Street across the New York
Central Railrosd?

A. I had given that no thought,

Q. Jf it cen be done? A. I think it is no question that it can't be done
physically.

©@. What makes you think I heve the thought that perhaps you would want Pine
Street ecross the New York Central tracks into Chester Hill Borough?

A. T take that from your lire of guestioning.

Q. You did, end what was the questions pertaining to this?

‘A, Well, from what I have heard here.

Q. Do you know, or not know, that the laws object to a rmilroad cpessing?

A, In a great meny cases it is, but where it is & physical necessity it is not.

Q. Do you know ghat theré ie“a law, which prohibits grade crossings?

I am not familisr whether it can't be or not.
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Who would permit it?

Public Service Commissione

A, M, Liveri‘htz

How long has Chester Hill had its own fire department? A. I judge sbout a
year,

How many fire call s have you had over there in thai year8 A. None,

Where is your engine house situated in reference to Pine Street?
Presqueisle Street.

If you were fighting fire in that region you would have to go down Presqueisle
Strest?

Yes, and we would be maeking a circuit, by having to come up to the Moshannon
Creek on Pine Street., We would have to be on the bridge to pump on account

of the suction as we couldn't be on land near the creek, for the elevation

of Philipsburg doesn't permit you to get suction over 20 feet.

If there would be no scientific reason why, you could if the pipes wewe
longer, couldn't you?
You don't have suction pipes to be 12 feet eway from the creek to pumper.

0'Laughlin

'Q. VWhen your fire engine is stationed mt or on this bridge at Pine Street,
what part of Chester Hill would you serve?

A. Ve would serve this section in here, the properties just beyond the Pine
Street bridge in Chester Hill end all the property on the Philipsburg
side, from the Pennsylvenia depot in down ecross it.

Qs Is it possible to pump from dry land from Pine Street brdige!?

K. You can't get close enough.

&+ Is there more of an elevation of water from the Pine Street bridge, over
20 feet?

A. It is 16 feet as far as I can estimate it.

¢+ You would have about how much abwwe the floor of the brddge?

L. About 15 feet.

Qs You couldn't then pump at Pine Street bridge from land instead of getting
on the bridge?

A. No.

¢. Where is your nearest pump to Pine Streetl

A. Corner of Pime and Front Streets,

Q¢ If it is = small fire then couldn't you use this plug?

A. No, especiamlly not, if across the bridge and usually it is a case of using
twopumpers, on at the pimg on Pine and Front and one on the bridge.

Qs How long have you been Chief}? A, 5 years,

Q. How often have you use for two plugs?

L, The day before Thanksgiving we had occesion to use three plugs. One at
Pine 8treet, one mat Spruce and the other at Sixth Street, and we used
every bit of hose we could command at this time.

@eigler:

Q. Mr. Zeitler have you had occesion to serve Chester Hill Borough in the
past? .

A. Ve have covered that region until they organized their own department, of

course, those fires were out the other way.

E.E. DEMI, being produced and sworn, testifies as follows:

By Zeigler:

Q.

¥r. Demin, where do you live! A. Philipsburg.
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Q. How long heve you lived here?! A, 20 years.

"§. What is your present position with reference to the business affeirs of
- Philipsburg, are you an officer of Philipsburl Borough?
A. No sir.

Qf Were you at one time in the past! A. Yes sir.

Q. Have you then at one time in the past belonged to the council of
Philipsburg Borough?
A. Yes sir.

G. How long were you a member of council? A. 5 years.

Q. What do you have to say to the Viewers of the Borough with reference to
the two Boroughs building a county bridge of their own cost at Pine

Street?
‘A, I think it would bring a great pressure to bear abt this time.

Q. Could it be done without & specisl texation? A. No sir.

Q. Is it your opinion then that the cost of such abridge to the Boroughs
would be more than the Boroughs could reasonably bear?
A. I do.

AIM, - Liveright

Q. What type of bridge are you figuring on?
A. I em not figuring on any bridge, but would like to have a cement tridge,
it it is granted.

G. What you want is a good bridge?! A. A bridge.
G. What is the essessed valuation of Philipsburg Borough? A, About $1,170,000,

Q. What is the present bonded indebiedness of Philipsburl Borough?
A, I den't giv¥e you that,

Q. Have you any idea how close it is to the constitutional Rimit of borrowing?
A, No sir, '

G. You don't know whether it is 1/2 or 172
A. VNo sir.

0'Laughlin

Q. In your judgment, are the present arrangements adequate were the present
bridge to measure up to what the population think it should be?
A, Yes sgir,

Zeigler

Q. What do you have to say as to the necessity end convenience of a bridge
et this point?
A, The bridge as it is at the present time is very unsafe, and it is used
' practically as much, if not more, than the bridge on Presqueisle Street.
because of the fact that it is very convenient to get to and from both freight
stetions, and especially so when the treins tie up the traffic on Presque-
isle Street and there is no other outlet than this way. I have been dowm
over there cuite often with my own truckse

G.C. TRISH, being produced and sworn, testifies as follows:

By Mr. Zeigler:

Q. Mr, Irish how long have you resided in Philipsburg? A. 23 years.
Q. What position do you occupy at present in Council? A. Secretary.,

Q. Please state to the Viewers the assessed valuation of the property in
Philipsburg and its bonded indebtednessl
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The Assessed valuation as I can recell, I can®t give the figures correct,
is $1,700,000,00 and the bonded indebtedness £42;000400,

Yhat is exclusive of the schodl tex?! A, Yes.

What have you to say to the Viewers with reference 1o the financial ability
of the Philipsburg people to pay its part of the comstruetion of a new
bridge at Pine Street? ’

We would herdly be able to do it without en exira assessments

Liveright _

Q.
A,

From you bonded indebtedness, how much was claimed by the vote of the
electors?

The only one I can recollsct prior to my assuming the office was the
Presgueisle and Ninth Street extensions.

You say there is & Borough Bunded indebtedness of 40 or$42,000.60, how
much of that debt was claimed by the vote of the public?
The greater part of it for different purposes.

Presumably all eof it was claimed? A. Yes.

Then you still have within your power & capacity of 2% for borrowing and
you don't have to go to the public at sll to get that money do you?
Thet involves & legal guestion that I am. not able to answer.

The Borough hes no outstanding bonded indebtedmess that was authorized
by Council and not submitted by the public to vote?
No.

You still have & borrowing cepacity of about §75,000,00 before you reach
the constitutional limit?
That I don't know,
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TO THE PRESIDENT JUDGE OF THE COURT OF COMMON' PLEAS OF THE COUNTY
OF CLEARFIFLD, NOW HOLDING A COURT OF QUARTER SESSIMN § OF THE PFACKE
IN AYD FOR SATD COUNTY:

The petition of the subscribers, inhabitants of the
Counties of Clearfield and Centre, respectfully represents:
| That a bridge is much wanted over Moshannon Creek,
belng %he line of said Counties, at the place where the public
highway known as Pine Street to Philipsburg Borough, crcsses thec
gaii creek ih the Borough of Chester Hill,in Clearfield County,
and in the“Borough of Philipsburg, in Centre County, and that the
erection of such bridge will require more expense than it is
reasonable the said Boroughs should bear; your petitioners, there-
fore pray the Court to appoint proper persons toc view the pre.
‘mises and take such order on the subjecmﬁas is required and
directed by the Acts of Assembly in such case made and provided,

and they will ever pray, &c.

Signersg: Addresag:
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r

e

\)%MA'/ ({L"ﬁa | : , ;e

U/?/i«;,ﬂzf?}# 'eﬂt/ﬂﬁ’é )t P '-’.
/ -

e



®
o —

v g wa . . L
Iy et YA 4
.rgfijyg,{ﬁa&mm§4¢, el L -wf%%l

12 /s

e ]

% sgi ‘ ; -
’ SRS ‘g;er\A:;iA:fvaufu-élA\zEffi:ES Q;Ez/\/\J\“*CR\
Centre Cowunty, S8.

On this 28th. day of November, 1924,
vefore me the subgcriber,personally came Edgar Shonts, who
being duy sworn saya, that the foregoing signers duly
subgcribed their names to the above petition, and that the
facts get forth therein are true and correct to the best of

his kn()'ﬂled.ge and belief.
Wwé —
/

WITHESS my hand and seal the day and year

1

i fdtary Public.
My Commigsiol¥ res Jan.15,1985. -

aforesaid.
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IN THE COURT OF QUARTER SESSIONS in and for the COUNTY OF
CLEARFIELD, PENNSYLVANIA.

In re: Petition for bridge on
County line at a point ;
where Pine Street in
Chester Hill Borough . No. 3, Pebruary S5.- 1925
crosges the Moshannon
Creek in Philipsburg :
Borough.

Tc the Honorable A. R. Chase,
President Judge of said Court:

The petitionvof John Scollins, H. A. Reese and J. S.
Hichasels respectfully represents:

1. That by an crder issued out of your Honorable Court
to the above number and térm, your petitioners were appointed,
on behalf of Clearfield County, together with Kline Woodring,
Esg., H. S. Shattock and L. E. Swartsz similarly.appointed by
the Court of Quarter Sessions of Centre County te view the
plaoé proposed for said bridge, and if they cr any five of
them view the same and four of the actual viewers agree, they
shall make report to the respective Courts whether there is
occasion for such bridge and whether the erecting of such bridee
would require more expense than it would be reasonable the said
Boroughs should dbear.

2. That the Act of Assembly and Rules of Court of Clear-
field County require that the public hearing be held in the
Arbitration Room in the Court House in Clearfield, Pennsylvania.

2. Your petitioners, believing that it would be more
convenient for all parties in interest tc hold the public hearing
in the Auditorium of the Moshannon Bank Building in Philipsburg,

Centre County, Penngylvania;

4, Therefore pray that a smecial order issue out of your



Honorable Court directing the public hearing in the above
matter to be held in the aferesaid Auditorium of the loshannon
National Bank in the Borough of Philipsburg, Centre County,
Pennsgylvania.

And they will ever pray.

Clearfield County, S3:

Personally appeared before me the subscribver,
John Scollins, one of the petitioners within named, who being
duly sworn according to law doth depose and say thet the facts

stated in the foregoing petition tmme and correct.

Sworn and smbscribed to before me this 12th dsy of January,

e T L A
1Gai




Order of Court.

s
7. 1925, the within petition

And now, January /<
presented, read and considered, and it appearing that the
public interest and the convenience of a1l parties in
interest will be hest served hereby, it is specially
ordered that the public hearing in the above proceeding
be held in the Auditorium of the loshammon National Bank

Building in Philipshurg Borough, Centre County, Pennsylvania.

By the Court,
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Order of Court.

And now, Janusry /Z/V::, 1925, the within petition
presented, read and considered, and it appearing that the
public interest and the convenience of all parties in
interest will be best served hereby, it»is specially
ordered that the public hearing in the above proceeding
be held in the Auditorium of the HMoshammon Nstional Bank

Building in Philipsiurg Borough, Centre County, Pennsylvania.

By the Court,

W

P, J.
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IN THE COURT OF QUARTER SES-
SIONS in and fer the COUNTY
OF CLEARFIELD, PENNSYLVANIA

No.3, February 55.~ 19256

In re: Petition for bridgs
on County line at a
point where Pine Stre
in Chester Hill Borou
erosges the loshannon
Creek in Philipsburg
Borcugh.

Petition and Order of Court
gpecinlly designating the
bﬁmwﬂoﬂwse of the licshannon

—lationsl Benk in Philipsbureg
for public hesring in the

above proceeding.
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JOHN SCOLLINS
HOUTZDALE., PENNSYLVANIA
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