01-1635-CD .
SEKULA SIGNS CORP.

”

_ve— OTL CITY PA 1192 LIMITED PARTNERSHIP //



COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA NOTICE OF APPEAL

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

CLEARD ARG rnQUNTY

46TH

FROM

DISTRICT JUSTICE JUDGMENT

COMMON PLEAS No. /S/ ’[055 O
NOTICE OF APPEAL

Notice is given that the appellant has filed in the above Court of Common Pleas an appea! from the judgment rendered by the District Justice on the
date and in the case mentioned below.

NAME OF APPELLANT MAG. DIST. NO. OR NAME OF D.J.

OIL CITY,PA 1192 LIMITED PARTNERSHIP 46-3-01

ADDRESS OF APPELLANT ary STATE 2P CODE
SUITE 400, 2355 S. ARLINGTON HEIGHTS  ARLINGTON HEIGHTS ILLINOIS 600053-4500
DATE OF JUDGMENT IN THE CASE OF (Plairtiff ) (Defendant)}

9/27/01 SEKULA SIGNS CORP w O1h CITY PAmﬁégégTD

CLAIM NQ. SIGNATURE OF APPELLANT OR A

CV 12__0000332-01 122552252%?2 42252223/4252597159/
LT 19 §

This block will be signed ONLY when this notafion is required under Pa. RC.PJP. No. If appeliant was CLAIMANT (see Pa. RC.P.J.P. No.
1008B.
This Notice of Appeal, when received by the District Justice, will operate as a 1001(6) in action before District Justice, he MUST

SUPERSEDEAS to the judgment for possession in this case. FILE A COMPLAINT within twenty (20) days after
filing his NOTICE of APPEAL.

Signature of Prothonotary or Deputy

PRAECIPE TO ENTER RULE TO FILE COMPLAINT AND RULE TO FILE

(This section of form to be used ONLY when appellant was DEFENDANT (see Pa. RC.P.J.P. No. 1001(7) in action before District Justice.
IF NOT USED, detach from copy of notice of appeal to be served upon appellee).

PRAECIPE: To Prothonotary

Enter rule upon SEKULA SIGNS CORP . appellee(s), to file a complaint in this appeal
Name of appellee(s)

{Common Pleas No. O' . l (ﬂ‘%L6 C)O ) within twenty (20) day%/ryt suffer entry of judgment of non pros.

Stgnature of appellant or his attomey or agent

RULE: To_ SEKULA SIGNS CORP , appelleels).
Name of appellee(s)

{1) You are nofified that a rule is hereby entered upon you to file a complaint in this appeal within twenty {20) days after the date of
service of this rule upon you by personal service or by certified or registered mail

(2) if you do not file a complaint within this time, a JUDGMENT OF NON PROS WILL BE ENTERED AGAINST YOU.

(3) The date of service of this rule if service was by mail is the date of mailing.

pate: (. QA M0

FILED

0Ct 0» , 2001
I,.I oy t@ﬁv‘v&ﬂ 0d 580.00

A ll
r.omonotary Ceto Gt Bl

Signature of Prothonotary or Deputy

AOPC 312-84 COURT FILE TO BE FILED WITH PROTHONOTARY



PROOF OF SERVICE OF NOTICE OF APPEAL AND RULE TO FILE COMPLAINT
(This proof of service MUST BE FILED WITHIN TEN (10) DAYS AFTER filing the notice of appeal. Chaeck applicable boxss)

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

COUNTY OF 88
AFFIDAVIT: | hereby swear or affirm that | served

3 a copy of the Notice of Appeal, Common Pleas No. , upon the District Justice designated therein on

(date of service) , [ by personal service [ by (certified) (registered) mail, sender’s

receipt attached hereto, and upon the appellee. (name) , on

.19, [ by personal service [ by (certified) {registered) mail, sender's receipt attached hereto.

(] and further that I served the Rule to File a Complaint accompanying the above Notice of Appeal upon the appeliee(s) to whom

the Rule was addressed on , 19 [ by personal service [] by (certitied) (registered)

mail, sender’s receipt attached hereto.
SWORN (AFFIRMED) AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE ME

THIS DAY OF . 18

Signature of affiant

Signature ot official betorg whom affidavit was mada

Title of official

My commission expires on .19




" COUNTY OF,_CLEARFIELD

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA NOTICE OF JUDGMENT/TRANSCRIPT
CIVIL CASE

Mag. Dist. No.: PLAINTIFF: NAME and ADDRESS
46-3-01 [SERULA SIGNS CORP i
OJ Name: Hon. 811 S BRADY STREET
PATRICK N. FORD P.O. BOX 395
dddess: 309 MAPLE AVENUE Ll_JU'BOIS, PA 15801 N
P.O. BOX 452 VS.
DUBOIS, PA DEFENDANT: NAME and ADDRESS
Teleprone: (814 ) 371-5321 15801 [OIL CITY PA 1192 LIMITED PARTNER. |
SUITE 400

2355 S ARLINGTON HEIGHTS
@RLINGTON HEIGHTS, IL 60005-4500

OIL CITY PA 1192 LIMITED PARTNER. -

SUITE 400 Docket No.: CV-0000332-01
2355 S ARLINGTON HEIGHTS Date Filed: 7/27/01
ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, IL 60005-4500

THIS IS TO NOTIFY YOU THAT:
Judgment: FOR_ PLAINTIFF

@ Judgment was entered for: (Name) _SERTIT.A STGNS CORP
E Judgment was entered against: (Name) ~OIL CITY PA 1192 LIMITED PARTNER.

in the amount of $ 3,570.00 on: (Date of Judgment) 9/27/01

D Defendants are jointly and severally liable. (Date & Time)

D Damages will be assessed on: ‘ Amount of Judgment $_3,500.00
Judgment Costs $¢~gg
| —_— MY

D This case dismissed without prejudice. :tttzﬁsétyo:eiusdgment g___. 00
Total ) $_3,570.00

D Amount of Judgment Subject to
Attachment/Act 5 of 196 § Post Judgment Credits $

Post Judgment Costs S
days or D generally stayed. |  —  _________

Certified Judgment Total $

l:] Levy is stayed for

D Objection to levy has been filed and hearing will be held:

Date: Place:

Time:

ANY PARTY HAS THE RIGHT TO APPEAL WITHIN 30 DAYS AFTER THE ENTRY OF JUDGMENT BY FILING A NOTICE
OF APPEAL WITH THE PROTHONOTARY/CLERK OF THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS, CIVIL DIVISION. YOU
MUST INCLUDE A COPY OF THIS NOTICE OF JUDGMENT/TRANSCRIPT FORM WITH YOUR NOTICE OF APPEAL.

&)Zi_%te DM //] . QJ - VA€ , District Justice

| certify that this is a true and correct copy of the record of the proceedings containing the judgment.

Date , District Justice

My commission expires first Monday of January, 2006 SEAL

AOPC 315-99



7099 3400 001k 7879 44925

Postage | $ ¢ 3"‘{'

Certified Fee Q

Return Receipt Fee

{Endqrsement Required)
Rvgicted Delivery Fee

(Enddrsement Required)

Total Postage & Fees $ 2 ’ L{ 4

Recipiant’s Name (Picase Print Clearly) (to be

omplated by mailer)

K

/. 2

Street, Apt. No.; or PO Box

Tt Sk N o cd




Certified Mail Provides:

B A mailing receipt
| A unique identi@r for your mailpiece

8 A signature upon delivery rd
® A record of delivery kept by the Postal Service for two years “ ' -,
Important Reminders: - \ -, - 1 A
a8 Ce M may ONLY be com‘bined with First-Class Mail or Priority Mail.
[] B¢ an_#&:iat a\(ailable for any class of international mail. :1"
@ INSURANCE\COVERAGE IS PROVIDED with Certified Mail. For,
flluables, ple;lge cansider Insured or Registered Mail. P .
{m~for an agditional fee} a Retumn Receipt ma( be requested to rovide proof of
urrf Receipt service, please complete and attach a Return

o the article and add applicable postage tg cover the
Return Receipt Requestsd”. To receive a fe@waiver for
gpt, a USPS postmark on your Certified Mall receipt is

elivery, To.obtain R
e ?'%PS Form 3§
; lorse mailpj

plicate retu
P o

A
Seddgiti fee, delivery may be restricted to the addressee or
addressee's authorized agent. Advise the clerk or mark the mailpiece with the
endorsement “Restricted Delivery”.

8 f a postmark on the Certified Mail receipt is desired, glease present the arti-
cle at the post office for postmarking. If a postmark on the Certified Mail
. receipt is not needed, detach and affix label with postage and mail. ©3

| IMPORTANT: Save this receipt and present it when making an inquiry. .5

. PS Form 3800, February 2000 (Reverss) i 10259'5-99;M-208f



7099 3400 0OO0LL 7479 4932

U.S. Postal Service

CERTIFIED MAIL RECEIPT 0w

(Domestic Mail Only; No Insurance Coverage Provided)

Sekula S iy nS Conp
Postage | $ ¢ 57 ?\ELD % [
. Certified Fee 9 , l Post
Return Receipt Fee Q Here )

{Endorsement Required)

Restricted Delivery Fee \ mT = 2 ZWI

(Endorsement Required)

Totat Postage & Fees $ g L4 L/ LI\

Ragjpiantis ame (Please PatLlaarly) (to be complet
Cetula ans one

B & vy St RoRoex H5
5 :

, State,




P | .s T : 3
Certified Mail Provides: o Coer
® A'mailing receipt * - "
H A unique identifier for your mailpiece
m A signaturs upon delivery : ¢
A record of delivery kept by the Postal Service for two years | -

J . 1 - . ) -
nortant Reminders: Lor. [ YN -
‘.ertiﬁe|d Mail may ONLY be combined with First-Class Mail or Priority Mail.

rtified Mail § 'rl ,‘aﬂablé for any class of international mail. - T'E
O INS BXERAGE IS PROVIDED with Certified Mail. For.
alugblgs, dlease consih Xured or Registered Mail. 1

dditional fes, a Receipt mae/ be requested to cFrovide proof of

To obtain Return Aéceipt service, please complete and attach a Return
nﬁ,ﬁe%r o}he ‘article and add applicable postage to cover the
ailpi

‘i

P

efurreReceipt Requested”. To receive a fee waiver for
a l;ISPS postmark on your Certified Mail reteipt is

ate return receipt,

#livery may be restricted to the addressee or
adent. Advise the clerk or mark the mailpiece with the
Med Delivery”. . -

B |f a postmark on the Certified Mail receipt is desired, Elease present the arti-
cle at the post office for postmarking. If a postmark on the Certified Mail
receipt is not needed, detach and affix label with postage and m'all. T

IMPORTANT: Save this feceipt and present it when making an inguiry. ™ |
102595-99-M-2087 |

.- b
PS Form 3800, February 2000 (Reversa) N 1 Yy



NOTICE OF APPEAL
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS o
b i DISTRICT JUSTICE JUDGMENT
£oY
COMMON PLEAS No. /’ uJ £

NOTICE OF APPEAL

Notice is given that the appellant has filed in the above Court of Common Pleas an appeal from the judgment rendered by the District Justice on the
date and in the case mentioned below.

NAME OF APPELLANT MAG. DIST. NO. OR NAME OF D.J.

03, Ci.i,i B1E7 VLT SLAR DRSNS 15-3-01
ADDRESS OF APPELLANT Y STATE ¥ CODE
SUNLT »00, 3350 £, LARLTICUON ZUICWCS ANLTIOSOT WL TENTs S LN I0nE >Co0_-"L00
DATE OF JUDGMENT IN THE CASE OF (Piaitifi] {Deferdat)
. N
©/27/00 GURUL §TGHE CDAE w Jh GELT Yo bot
GLAIM NO. SIGRATURE ;APPELLANT OR ACENT
Cvi®__ 000055201 - ',//,(,,/ /{)7 (il vt
LT 19 R A b 5t
This block will be signed ONLY when this notation is required under Pa. RC.PJP. Na If appeliant was CLAIMANT (see Pa. RC.P.J.P. No.
10088. ) ) o )
This Nofice of Appeal, when received by the District Justice, will operate as a 1001(6) in action before District Justice, he MUST
SUPERSEDEAS to the judgment for possession in this case. FILE A COMPLAINT within twenty (20) days after

filing his NOTICE of APPEAL.

Signature of Prothonotary or Deputy

N
YPRAECIPE TO ENTER RULE TO FILE COMPLAINT AND RULE TO FILE

(This section of form to be used ONLY when appellant was DEFENDANT (see Pa. RC.P.J.P. No. 1001(7) in action before District Justice.
IF NOT USED, detach from copy of notice of appeal to be served upon appeliee).

PRAECIPE: To Prothonotary

Enter rule upon Gtk ATGHL COR , appellee(s}, to file a complaint in this appeal
Name of appeilee(s)

s
{Common Pleas No. TR [ AL mij ) within twenty (20) days aofter service of rule or suffer enfry of judgment of non pros.
/5_ / ’/’/ 27, ﬁ"”*/r/*
o "~ Signature of appellant or his attomey oF agent
RULE: To_ Ciildini SICTIS COWLD + appellee(s).

Name of appellee(s)

(1) You are nofified that a rule is hereby entered upon you to file a complaint in this appeal within twenty (20) days after the date of
service of this rule upon you by personal service or by certified or registered mail.

{2) if you do not file a complaint within this time, a JUDGMENT OF NON PROS WILL BE ENTERED AGAINST YOU.

(3) The date of service of this rule if service was by mail is the d™ of mailing.

Ooe (L1 2 1630y _
N | |
‘ aunuc
‘ ? reoy ﬂ“y th\sotiombg A
| v stadtement filed R\ this case. ,

Am - ‘ch}ﬁﬂww

AOPC 312.84 COURT FILE



PROOF OF SERVICE OF NOTICE OF APPEAL AND RULE TO FILE COMPLAINT
{This proof of service MUST BE FILED WITHIN TEN (10) DAYS AFTER filing the notice of appeal. Check applicable boxes)
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

COUNTY OF.._CLEAREIELD - 58 |
AFFIDAVIT: | hereby swear or affirm that | served b
[X a copy of the Notice of Appeal, Common Pleas No. 01 =1623-CD.._, upon the District Justice designated therein on
(date of service) __10=2-=01 . O by personal service [X by (certified) (XX XXXXmail, sender's
receipt attached hereto, and upon the appellee, (name) _SEXULA_SIGNS_CORP , on
_10-7-

c#xx_01 by personal serviceXX by (certified) &apipioiz) mail, sender's receipt attached hereto.
CX and further that | served the Ruleto Filea Complaint accompanying the above Notice of Appeal upon the appeliee(s) to whom

the Rule was addressed on _10=2= 2% _01, [0 by personal service [X by (certified) xxricizcs)
mail, sender’s receipt attached hereto.

SWORN (AFFIRMED) AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE ME -

THIS 279 pay e OCTOBER &x 01 g W%ﬁ
S/\‘W;V\ Signature of affiant

_Alwmc\@.._ ISP

Signature ot official before whorzaflidavit was made

N O_é_ q_‘r_ﬂ_ _U\,.\O_L\'_C,

Title of oflicial

My commission expires on NOTARIAL SEAL— FI LED

NDRA A. IRWIN, Nota~y Public -
mi:rﬁeld Boro, Clearfield County, PA 0 3 2001
My Commission Expires, Juné 3,2008 ol ) ; ) g o .
' Prothonotary ﬁ.l

-
)
I
3
L AT _.'\‘




COUNIY QF; CLUDARE LOUU

VIVIL VAOL

Mag. Dist. No.:
. . 46-3-01
s DJ Name: Hon.

PATRICK N. FORD
Addess: 309 MAPLE AVENUE
P.O. BOX 452

DUBOIS, PA

Telephone: (814 ) 371-5321 15801

PLAINTIFF: NAME and ADDRESS
[SERULA SIGNS CORP ‘ 1

811 S BRADY STREET
P.O. BOX 395
E)UBOIS, PA 15801

VS.
DEFENDANT: NAME and ADDRESS

OIL CITY PA 1192 LIMITED PARTNER. |

.

PATRICK N. FORD
309 MAPLE AVENUE
P.O. BOX 452

DUBOIS, PA 15801

THIS IS TO NOTIFY YOU THAT:
Judgment:

E Judgment was entered for:

_FOR PLAINTIFF

SUITE 400
2355 S ARLINGTON HEIGHTS :
Ll_\RLINGTON HEIGHTS, IL 60005-4500 N

Docket No.: CV-0000332-01
Date Filed: 7/27/01

(Name) _SERKULA STIGNS CORP

Ol 135 CO

[x] Judgment was entered against: (Name) T, CTTY PA 1192 LIMITED PARTNER.

in the amount of $ 1.570.00 on:

D Defendants are jointly and severally liable.
D Damages will be assessed on:
D This case dismissed without prejudice.

D Amount of Judgment Subject to
Attachment/Act 5 of 1996 §

(Date of Judgment) 9/27/01
(Date & Time)
Amount of Judgment $_3,500.00
Judgment Costs $70.00
Interest on Judgment $__ .00
Attorney Fees .00
Total $_3,570.00

Post Judgment Credits $

D Levy is stayed for

D Objection to levy has been filed and hearing will be held:

days or D generally stayed.

Post Judgment Costs $

Date: Place:
Time: OCT 08 2001 @\ﬂ!
m_! IL&:JI O
Prothonotary

ANY PARTY HAS THE RIGHT TO APPEAL WITHIN 30 DAYS AFTER THE ENTRY OF JUDGMENT BY FILING A NOTICE
OF APPEAL WITH THE PROTHONOTARY/CLERK OF THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS, CIVIL DIVISION. YOU
MUST INCLUDE A COPY OF THIS NOTICE OF JUDGMENT/TRANSCRIPT FORM WITH YOUR NOTICE OF APPEAL.

9\’27'0[ Date Da;{:«d’t ﬂ .

— PN e

, District Justice

Date

| certify that this is a true and correct copy of the record of the proceedings containing the judgment.

, District Justice

My commission expires first Monday of January,

AOPC 315-99

2006 SEAL




JUNTY OF: Clearfield

RN i3 =2 PLAINTIFF: MAME and ADDRESS )
Lo~ - : . kula Si tion . - B
OJName: Mon. District Court 46-3-01 2ilusa :lgz Cgipor: ion
309 Maple Avenue P.O é r;gg ree
.0. Box
Address: " P.0O. Box 452 . . .
DuBois, PA 15801 LPuBots, PA 1380 o
: ' DEFENDANT: NAME and ADDRESS
Teiesnone: ( 814 ) 371-3321 M oi1 City PA 1192 Limited Partnership

2355 S. Arlington Heights Road

" Suite 400
LArlington Heights, IL 60005-4500
DocketNo.7 '|) Z. 2
Date Filed:t’ U 33&0/
' AMOUNT DATE PAID
FILINGCOSTS $ 7 — /]
SERVING COSTS $ V]
TO THE DEFENDANT: The above named plaintiff(s) asks judgment against you for § 3,500.00 together wi
costs upon the following claim (Civil fines must include citation of the statute or ordinance
violated):

Plaintiff prepared and submitted to Defendant a proposal to manufacture a sign in
accordance with a design prepared by Plaintiff. The conceptual drawing was
copyrighted and owned by Plaintiff. Defendant knew the design of said sign was
the property of Plaintiff, nevertheless, Defendant arranged for the construction
of a sign for its business in accordance with the design for said sign prepared
by Plaintiff. Consequently, Defendant misappropriated Plaintiff's design

without compensation and violated the copyright laws of the United States of
America and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

|, Paul Sekula . : verify that the facts set forth in this complaint are true and
correct to the best of my knowiedge, information, and belief. This stajenent is made subjeci io i‘ng penaiiies of
Section 4904 of the Crimes Code (18 PA. C.S. § 4904) related to un falsificationAp aythorities.

K{?g’,‘ﬂﬁ; David J. ﬁopkins, Esquire Address: 900 Beaver Drive

Telephone:  (814) 375-0300 DuBois, PA 15801

IF YOU INTEND TO ENTER A DEFENSE TO THIS COMPLAINT, NOTIFY THIS OFFICE IMMEDIATELY AT THE AE
TELEPHONE NUMBER. YOU MUST APPEAR AT THE HEARING AND PRESENT YOUR DEFENSE. UNLESS YOU
JUDGMENT WILL BE ENTERED AGAINST YOU BY DEFAULT.

If you have a claim against the-plaintitf which is within district justice jurisdiction and which you intend
to assert at the hearing, you must file it on a complaint form at this office at least five (5) days before
the date set for the hearing. If you have a claim against the plaintiff which is not within district justice
jurisdiction, you may request information from this office as to the procedures you may follow. If you
are disabled and require assistance, please contact the Magisterial District office at the address
above.




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY PENNSYLVANIA

(CIVIL DIVISION)
SEKULA SIGN CORPORATION,
Plaintiff
VS. : No. 2001-1635 C.D.
OIL CITY PA 1192 LIMITED

PARTNERSHIP and ARLINGTON
HOSPITALITY, INC., :
Defendants : Type of Pleading: Complaint

Filed on behalf of: Sekula Sign
Corporation, Plaintiff

Counsel of Record for this party:

DAVID J. HOPKINS, ESQUIRE
Attorney at Law
Supreme Court No. 42519

900 Beaver Drive
DuBois, Pennsylvania 15801

(814) 375-0300

FILED

oCT 1 7 2001

itiam A Shaw
Wl‘ﬁr‘othonotarv



IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY PENNSYLVANIA

(CIVIL DIVISION)

SEKULA SIGN CORPORATION,

Plaintiff

vs. : No. 2001-1635

OIL CITY PA 1192 LIMITED
PARTNERSHIP and ARLINGTON
HOSPITALITY, INC.,

Defendants

NOTICE

To: Defendants

You have been sued in Court. If you wish to defend against the claims set forth in
the following pages, you must take action within twenty (20) days after this Amended
Complaint is served, by entering a written appearance personally or by Attorney and
filing in writing with the Court your defenses or objections to the claims set forth against
you. You are warned that if you fail to do so, the case may proceed without you and a
judgment may be entered against you by the Court without further notice for any money
claimed in the Complaint or for any other claim or relief requested by the Plaintiff. You
may lose money or property or other rights important to you.

YOU SHOULD TAKE THIS PAPER TO YOUR LAWYER AT ONCE. IF
YOU DO NOT HAVE A LAWYER OR CANNOT AFFORD ONE, GO TO OR
TELEPHONE THE OFFICE SET FORTH BELOW TO FIND OUT WHERE YOU
CAN GET LEGAL HELP.

Clearfield County Courthouse
Office of the Court Administrator
230 E. Market Street
Clearfield, PA 16830
(814) 765-2641 (ext. 5982)



IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY PENNSYLVANIA

(CIVIL DIVISION)

SEKULA SIGN CORPORATION,

Plaintiff

VS. : No. 2001-1635
| OIL CITY PA 1192 LIMITED

PARTNERSHIP and ARLINGTON
HOSPITALITY, INC.,

Defendants

COMPLAINT

AND NOW, comes Plaintiff, Sekula Sign Corporation, by and through its
attorneys, The Hopkins Law Firm, and says as following:

COUNT I

| Sekula Sign Corporation vs. Arlington Hospitality, Inc.

1. Sekula Sign Corporation is a Pennsylvania corporation who maintains a
j principal business address at 811 South Brady Street, DuBois, Clearfield County,
. Pennsylvania.
| 2. Defendant, Oil City PA 1192 Limited Partnership is believed to be a
Pennsylvania limited partnership who maintains a principal business address at Suite 400,
2355 South Arlington Heights, Arlington Heights, Illinois 60005-4500.
3. Defendant, Arlington Hospitality, Inc. (formerly Amerihost Properties,
Inc.) is believed to be an Illinois corporation who maintains a principal business address

at Suite 400, 2355 South Arlington Heights, Arlington Heights, Illinois 60005-4500. The

corporation trades on the NASDAQ/MM under the symbol HOST.




4. Plaintiff is in the business of designing and con_structing commercial
signage throughout the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and eastern United States.

5. Defendant, Oil City PA 1192 Limited Partnership (hereinafter “Oil City”)
is the owner of real property and a hotel formerly a Holiday Inn franchise and now
known as the Arlington Hotel located in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

6. Defendant, Arlington Hospitality, Inc. (hereinafter “Arlington”) is the
manager of the hotel owned by Defendant Oil City, formerly a Holiday Inn franchise and
now known as the Arlington Hotel.

7. In or about the spring of 2000, agents or employees of Defendant
Arlington telephoned Plaintiff’s office in DuBois, Pennsylvania, Clearfield County,
requesting Plaintiff travel to Qil City, Pennsylvania to design and install sign changes for
a Holiday Inn hotel to be changed to the Arlington Hotel.

8. Plaintiff traveled to Oil City, Pennsylvania and met representatives of
Defendant Arlington. At the request of Defendant Arlington’s agents or employees,
Plaintiff returned to DuBois, Pennsylvania and designed signage for the Arlington Hotel,
a photocopy of the actual sketch (without color) is attached hereto as Exhibit “A”.

9. The signage design prepared by Plaintiff was protected by a common law
copyright and constitutes intellectual property of Plaintiff. Set forth on the design
diagram provided to Défendant Arlington was the following notice:

NOTICE: This drawing is the property of Sekula Sign Corp. and is loaned

only upon the condition that it is not to be copied or reproduced, nor to be

used for furnishing information to others or for any other purpose
detrimental to the interest of Sekula Sign Corporation.



10.  Plaintiff met with agents or employees of Defepdant Arlington and
presented the signage proposal set forth on Exhibit “A” (with color).

11.  Defendant Arlington thereafter converted the property of Plaintiff for its
own use and caused its own signage to be installed at the Arlington Hotel using the
property of Plaintiff, (see Exhibit “B”’) without payment to Plaintiff.

12.  The actions of Defendant Arlington constitute the tort of conversion.

13.  As a result of Defendant’s conversion, Plaintiff has suffered damages in
the amount of $3,500.00.

14.  Plaintiff incurred District Magistrate fees in the amount of $70.00 and is
entitled to be reimbursed said amount.

15.  As a result of converting Plaintiff’s property, Plaintiff is entitled to an
award of punitive damages in such an amount as the jury may determine to be
appropriate in as much as Defendant Arlington’s actions were willful, wanton and
malicious.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff demands judgment against Defendant Arlington
Hospitality, Inc. for the following:

a. Compensatory damages;

b. District Magistrate fees;

c. Punitive damages in an amount in excess of $75,000.00;

d. Cost of suit;

€. Pre and post judgment interest;

f Such other and further relief as the Court deems fair just and

equitable.



COUNT II

Sekula Sign Corporation vs. Oil City PA 1192 Limited Partnership

16.  Plaintiff repeats the allegations set forth in Count I as if set forth at length
herein.

17. | In or about the spring of 2000, agents or employees of Defendant Oil City
PA 1192 Limited Partnership telephoned Plaintiff’s office in DuBois, Pennsylvania,
Clearfield County, requesting Plaintiff travel to Oil City, Pennsylvania to design and
install sign changes for a Holiday Inn hotel to be changed to the Arlington Hotel.

18.  Plaintiff traveled to Oil City, Pennsylvania and met representatives of
Defendant Oil City PA 1192 Limited Partnership. At the request of Defendant Oil City’s
agents or employees, Plaintiff returned to DuBois, Pennsylvania and designed signage for
the Arlington Hotel, a photocopy of the actual sketch (without color) is attached hereto as
Exhibit “A”.

19.  The signage design prepared by Plaintiff was protected by a common law
copyright and constitutes intellectual property of Plaintiff. Set forth on the design
diagram provided to Defendant Oil City was the following notice:

NOTICE: This drawing is the property of Sekula Sign Corp. and is loaned

only upon the condition that it is not to be copied or reproduced, nor to be

used for furnishing information to others or for any other purpose

detrimental to the interest of Sekula Sign Corporation.

20.  Plaintiff met with agents or employees of Defendant Oil City and
presented the signage proposal set forth on Exhibit “A” (with color).

21.  Defendant Qil City thereafter converted the property of Plaintiff for its

own use and caused its own signage to be installed at the Arlington Hotel using the

property of Plaintiff, (see Exhibit “B”) without payment to Plaintiff.



22.  The actions of Defendant Oil City constitute the tort of conversion.

23.  As a result of Defendant’s conversion, Plaintiff has suffered damages in

the amount of $3,500.00.

24.  Plaintiff incurred District Magistrate fees in the amount of $70.00 and is

entitled to be reimbursed said amount.

25.  As a result of converting Plaintiff’s property, Plaintiff is entitled to an

award of punitive damages in such an amount as the jury may determine to be

appropriate in as much as Defendant Oil City’s actions were willful, wanton and

malicious.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff demands judgment against Defendant Oil City PA 1192

Limited Partnership for the following:

a.

b.

Compensatory damages;

District Magistrate fees;

Punitive damages in an amount in excess of $75,000.00;

Cost of suit;

Pre and post judgment interest;

Such other and further relief as the Court deems fair just and equitable.

COUNT III

Sekula Sign Corporation vs. Arlington Hospitality, Inc.

26.  Plaintiff repeats the allegations set forth in Counts I and II as if set forth at

length herein.

27.  The actions of Defendant Arlington constitute an infringement upon the

copyright of Plaintiff entitling Plaintiff to an award of damages.



WHEREFORE, Plaintiff demands judgment against Defendant Arlington

Hospitality, Inc. for the following:

a.

b

g

equitable.

Compensatory damages;

District Magistrate fees;

Statutory damages;

Punitive damages in an amount in excess of $75,000.00;
Cost of suit;

Pre and post judgment interest;

Such other and further relief as the Court deems fair just and

COUNT IV

Sekula Sign Corporation vs. Oil City PA 1192 Limited Partnership

28.  Plaintiff repeats the allegations set forth in Count I, Count II and Count III

as if set forth at length herein.

29.  The actions of Defendant Oil City PA 1192 Limited Partnership constitute

an infringement upon the copyright of Plaintiff entitling Plaintiff to an award of damages.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff demands judgment against Defendant QOil City PA 1192

Limited Partnerhship for the following:

a.

b.

Compensatory damages;

District Magistrate fees;

Statutory damages;

Punitive damages in an amount in excess of $75,000.00;

Cost of suit;



f. Pre and post judgment interest;

g Such other and further relief as the Court deems fair just and

equitable.

DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL

Plaintiff demands a trial by twelve jurors on all issues presented herein.

Respectfully submitted,

i\o\ SN
\

David J. Hopkins; Esquire
Attorney for Plaintiff



VERIFICATION

I hereby verify that the statements made in this pleading are true and correct. I
understand that false statements herein are made subject to the penalties of 18 Pa. C.S.A.

Section 4904, relating to Unsworn Falsification to Authorities.

SEKULA SIGN CORPORATION
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY PENNSYLVANIA

(CIVIL DIVISION)

SEKULA SIGN CORPORATION,

Plaintiff

VS. : No. 2001-1635 C.D.

OIL CITY PA 1192 LIMITED
PARTNERSHIP and ARLINGTON
HOSPITALITY, INC.,

Defendants

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, the undersigned, hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the Complaint,
filed on behalf of Sekula Sign Corporation, was forwarded on the _\ S\\ day of October,
2001, by U.S. Mail, postage prepaid, addressed as follows:

By United States Mail, Postage Prepaid
Richard A. Bell, Esquire
Bell, Silberblatt and Wood
318 East Locust Street
Clearfield, PA 16830

By Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested
Arlington Hospitality, Inc.
Suite 400, 2355 South Arlington Heights
Arlington Heights, IL 60005-4500

NNFENAN
David J. Hopkihs) Esquir —
Attorney for Plaintiff

Supreme Court No. 42519
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNA.
CIVIL DIVISION
NO. 2001-1635-CD

SEKULA SIGN CORPORATION,
Plaintiff

vS.

OIL CITY PA 1192 LIMITED
ARTNERSHIP and ARLINGTON
momee>ﬁHe<. INC.,
efendants

APPEARANCE

BELL, SILBERBLATT & WOOD
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
318 EAST LOCUST STREET
P. O. BOX 670
CLEARFIELD, PA. 16830

COMMEROIAL PRINTING GO., OLEARPIELG, PA.



. IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

CIVIL DIVISION
SEKULA SIGN CORPORATION, No. 2001-1635-CD
Plaintiff
Type of Pleading
Vs. Appearance

OIL CITY PA 1192 LIMITED
PARTNERSHIP and ARLINGTON
HOSPITALITY, INC.,
Defendants
Filed on Behalf of:
Defendants

Counsel of Record for
this Party:

Richard A. Bell, Esquire
PA 1.D. #06808

BELL, SILBERBLATT &
wOO0D

318 East Locust Street
P.O. Box 670
Clearfield, PA 16830

(814) 765-5537

FILED
1 gg/izé)]gt

"“ldmA

#rothonotary %



IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

CIVIL DIVISION
SEKULA SIGN CORPORATION,
Plaintiff No. 2001-1635-CD
VS.
OIL CITY PA 1192 LIMITED
PARTNERSHIP and ARLINGTON
HOSPITALITY, INC.,
Defendants
APPEARANCE

TO: Prothonotary
Please enter my Appearance on behalf of the above named Defendants.

BELL, SILBERBLATT & WOOD
BY

Dated: _/(~1~9/ M@Z

Richard A. Bell, Esquire




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL DIVISION

SEKULA SIGN CORPORATION,
Plaintiff No. 2001-1635-CD

VS.

OIL CITY PA 1192 LIMITED

PARTNERSHIP and ARLINGTON

HOSPITALITY, INC.,
Defendants

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

| hereby certify that a copy of the Appearance in the above matter was mailed

the , day of Y\ (VMMOM by regular mail postage prepaid at the post

office in Clearfield, PA 16830 to the following:

David J. Hopkins, Esquire
900 Beaver Drive
DuBois, PA 15801

AT

Richard A. Bell, Esquire S
Attorney for Defendants




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY PENNSYLVANIA
(CIVIL DIVISION)

SEKULA SIGN CORPORATION,
Plaintiff

} Vs. : No. 2001-1635 C.D.
i .

OIL CITY PA 1192 LIMITED

PARTNERSHIP and ARLINGTON

HOSPITALITY, INC,, :

Defendants : Type of Pleading: Answer to
: Preliminary Objections

! : Filed on behalf of: Sekula Sign
: Corporation, Plaintiff

Counsel of Record for this party:

DAVID J. HOPKINS, ESQUIRE
Attorney at Law
Supreme Court No. 42519

: 900 Beaver Drive
‘ : DuBois, Pennsylvania 15801
! .

(814) 375-0300

FILED

NOV 2 9 kbl
i) } npcc :
William A, Shaw %
Pfothonotary



IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY PENNSYLVANIA

(CIVIL DIVISION)

SEKULA SIGN CORPORATION,

Plaintiff

Vs, : No. 2001-1635 C.D.

OIL CITY PA 1192 LIMITED
PARTNERSHIP and ARLINGTON
HOSPITALITY, INC.,

Defendants

ANSWER TO PRELIMINARY OBJECTIONS

AND NOW, comes Plaintiff, Sekula Sign Corporation, by and through its
attorneys, The Hopkins Law Firm, and answers the Preliminary Objections of the

Defendants as following:

MOTION TO STRIKE

1. Admitted.

2. Denied. Pa.R.C.P. 1021(b) states any pleadings demanding relief for un-
liquidated damages shall not claim any specific sum. Plaintiff claim did not claim any
specific sum, but rather seeks a verdict in excess of Seventy-Five Thousand ($75,000.00)
Dollars.

3. Denied.  Plaintiff’s Complaint alleges Defendants stole Plaintiff’s
property. Defendants’ acts as set forth in Plaintiff’s Complaint justify an award of
punitive damages.

WHEREFORE, Defendants’ first Preliminary Objection in the nature of a motion

to strike should be dismissed with prejudice.



MOTION TO DISMISS

4, Denied. Plaintiff alleged Defendants converted Plaintiff’s property. The
drawings and intellectual property rights of Plaintiff were converted by Defendants, and
therefore, Plaintiff has plead a proper cause of action.

5. Denied. Plaintiff has plead a proper cause of action in conversion which is
not preempted by either State of Federal Copyright Act Law.

6. Denied. Plaintiff maintains a common law conversion as a result of the
actions of Defendants.

7. Denied. Plaintiff has plead a cause of action which is not prohibited by
Section 411 of the United States Code Annotated, title 17. Plaintiff has plead a cause of
action viable under the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff demands Defendants’ second Preliminary Objection in
the nature of a motion to dismiss be denied with prejudice.

Respectfully submitted,

SN N

David J. Hc‘)pkinsgﬂisquire \ S
Attorney for Plaintiff




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY PENNSYLVANIA

(CIVIL DIVISION)
SEKULA SIGN CORPORATION,
Plaintiff
Vs. : No.
OIL CITY PA 1192 LIMITED
PARTNERSHIP and ARLINGTON
HOSPITALITY, INC.,
Defendants
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, the undersigned, hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the Answer to
Preliminary Objections, filed on behalf of Sekula Sign Corporation, was forwarded on the

n 3‘5 day of November, 2001, by U.S. Mail, postage prepaid, addressed as follows:

Richard A. Bell, Esquire
Bell, Silberblatt and Wood
318 East Locust Street
P.O. Box 670
Clearfield, PA 16830

SN AN

David J. Hopkins>Esquire \
Attorney for Plaintiff
Supreme Court No. 42519




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNA.
CIVIL DIVISION
NO. 2001-1635-CD

SEKULA SIGN CORPORATION,
Plaintiff

vs.

OIL CITY PA 1192 LIMITED
PARTNERSHIP and ARLINGTON
HOSPITALITY, INC.
Defendants

Preliminary Objections Of
The Defendants To Plaintiff'p
Complaint

BELL, SILBERBLATT & wWOOD
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
318 EAST LOCUST STREET
P. O. BOX 670
CLEARFIELD. PA. 16830

PRINTING 00, 0 PR,



IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

CIVIL DIVISION
SEKULA SIGN CORPORATION, No. 2001-1635-CD
Plaintiff
Type of Pleading
VS. Preliminary Objections
Of The Defendants To
OIL CITY PA 1192 LIMITED Plaintiff’s Complaint

PARTNERSHIP and ARLINGTON
HOSPITALITY, INC.,
Defendants
Filed on_Behalf of:
Defendants

Counsel of Record for
this Party:

Richard A. Bell, Esquire
PA I.D. #06808

BELL, SILBERBLATT &
woOoD

318 East Locust Street
P.O. Box 670
Clearfield, PA 16830

(814) 765-56537

F\LED

mm

‘ 0<C
a | f\”’\ A Sha‘N
pw.nonotar‘!




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
A CIVIL DIVISION

SEKULA SIGN CORPORATION,
Plaintiff No. 2001-1635-CD

VS.

OIL CITY PA 1192 LIMITED

PARTNERSHIP and ARLINGTON

HOSPITALITY, INC.,
Defendants

PRELIMINARY OBJECTIONS OF THE DEFENDANTS
TO PLAINTIFF'S COMPLAINT

Oil City PA 1192 Limited Partnership and Arlington Hospitality, Inc., by their
attorney Richard A. Bell, Esquire of Bell, Silberblatt &.Wodd file the following

Preliminary Objections to the Complaint of the Plaintiff.

MOTION TO STRIKE

1. On the demands of Counts |, Il, Il and IV the Plaintiff has ask for punitive

damages in an amount in excess of Seventy-Five Thousand ($75,000.00) Dollars.

2. The Defendants move to strike the statement in excess of Seventy-Five
Thousand ($75,000.00) Dollars as PRCP 1021(b) prohibits claiming any specific sum

for unliquidated damages.



3. The Defendants also move to strike any claim for punitive damages in the
four Counts of the Complaint in that there are no allegations and nothing in the case

justifying any award of punitive damages.

MOTIONS TO DISMISS

4. The Defendants move to dismiss Courts | and I of fhe Complaint which
allege conversion by the Defendants of the sign design claimed by the Plaintiff.
Pennsylvania Law defines conversion as the deprivation of another’s rights of property
in or use or possession of a chattel. Black’s Law Dictionary defines a chattel as an
article of personal property as opposed to real property. A thing personal and
moveable.... The Defendants submit that the design claimed by the Plaintiff as such

is not a chattel.

5. Defendants move to dismiss Counts | & |l for conversion in that they are
seeking rights which are equivalent to infringement under the Copyright Act which has

preempted the State and Common Law Rights covered by the Act.

6. The Defendants further move to dismiss Counts lll & IV which allege an
infringement upon the copyright of the Plaintiff because the Act covering copyrights
found in title 17 of the United State’s Code Annotated has preempted any rights found

2



under State Law or Common Law which are equivalent to the rights granted in the
Copyright Act. The Plaintiff in it's pleading has not sought any redress under the

Copyright Act.

7. The Defendants also move to dismiss Counts 11l & IV as well as Counts | &
Il because Section 411 of the United State’s Code Annotated Title 17 dealing with
copyrights provides that there may be no action for infringemgnt of a copy right until
there has been registration of the copyright in accordance with Title 17. There is no

aliegation that the Plaintiff has registered his design under the Copyright Act.

WHEREFORE, the Defendants request that your Honorable Court dismiss
the entire Complaint of the Plaintiff as to both Defendants and if the same is not
dismissed to strike any claim for punitive damages and to strike any specific sum

claimed from the Complaint.

BELL, SILBERBLATT & WOOD
By

Richard A. Bell, Esquire
Attorney for Defendants




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL DIVISION

SEKULA SIGN CORPORATION,
Plaintiff No. 2001-1635-CD

VSs.

OIL CITY PA 1192 LIMITED

PARTNERSHIP and ARLINGTON

HOSPITALITY, INC.,
Defendants

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

| hereby certify that a copy of Preliminary Objections Of The Defendants To

Plaintiff’s Complaint in the above matter was mailed the / day of

W , 2001 by regular mail postage prepaid at the post office in

Clearfield, PA 16830 to the following:

David J. Hopkins, Esquire
900 Beaver Drive
DuBois, PA 15801

o NG

/ Richard A. Bell, Esquwe
Attorney for Defendants




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY PENNSYLVANIA
| (CIVIL DIVISION)

SEKULA SIGN CORPORATION,
Plaintiff

Vs. : No. 2001-1635C.D.
OIL CITY PA 1192 LIMITED
PARTNERSHIP and ARLINGTON
HOSPITALITY, INC.,
Defendants

Type of Pleading: Praecipe to Discontinue
Without Prejudice

Filed on behalf of Sekula Sign Corporation,
Plaintiff.

Counsel of Record for this party:

DAVID J. HOPKINS, ESQUIRE

Attorney at Law

Supreme Court I.D. No. 42519

900 Beaver Drive
DuBois, Pennsylvania 15801

(814) 375-0300

FILED

MAR 0 1 2062

| William A. Shaw
Prethenetary



IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY PENNSYLVANIA
(CIVIL DIVISION)

SEKULA SIGN CORPORATION,
Plaintiff

Vs, : No. 2001-1635C.D.
OIL CITY PA 1192 LIMITED
PARTNERSHIP and ARLINGTON

HOSPITALITY, INC.,
Defendants

PRAECIPE TO DISCONTINUE WITHOUT PREJUDICE

TO THE PROTHONOTARY:

Kindly discontinue the above captioned civil action without prejudice.

C\/o\(l ~

David J. Hopkin§? Esquire\(
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COPY

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF
CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

CIVIL DIVISION
Sekula Signs Corp.

Vs. No. 2001-01635-CD
Oil City PA 1192 Limited Partnership

CERTIFICATE OF DISCONTINUATION

Commonwealth of PA
County of Clearfield

I, William A. Shaw, Prothonotary of the Court of Common Pleas in and for the County and
Commonwealth aforesaid do hereby certify that the above case was on March 1, 2002 marked:

Discontinued Without Prejudice
Record costs in the sum of $80.00 have been paid in full by David J. Hopkins, Esquire.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto affixed my hand and seal of this Court at Clearfield,
Clearfield County, Pennsylvania this 1st day of March A.D. 2002.

(e A

William A. Shaw, Prothonotary




