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/ ,/té: 1/21/2010 Clearfield County Court of Common Pleas
//ime: 11:43 AM ROA Report

Page 1 of 2

Case: 2006-01912-CD
Current Judge: Fredric Joseph Ammerman

Ardent Resources, Inc.vs.Bill A. Ricketts, et al

Date

Civil Other-COUNT

Judge

User: LMILLER

11/16/2006

12/4/2006

12/7/2006

1/19/2007

2/14/2007

2/20/2007

6/26/2007

11/19/2008

12/9/2008

New Case Filed.

iling: Civil Complaint-Action for Declaratory Judgment Paid by: Naddeo,
James A. (attorney for Ardent Resources, Inc.) Receipt number: 1916486
Dated: 11/16/2006 Amount: $85.00 (Check) 7 Cert. to Atty.

Answer by Defendants Bill A. Ricketts and Luanne H. Ricketts to Complaint
for Declaratory Judgment, filed by s/ Kim C. Kesner Esq. 4CC Kesner.

raecipe, filed. Please enter my appearance on behalf of Defendants,

ileen C. Herdina, Bernadine Pearce, Marilyn T. Stringfellow, Florence H.
Dougherty and Sarah V. Uselton, in the aforementioned action, filed by s/
Laurance B. Seaman Esq. No CC.

)@fﬁdavit of Service filed. That a certified copy of the Complaint-Action for
eclaratory Judgment filec' in the above-captioned action was served upon
the following defendants, cn the the following dates and at the following
addresses, in accordance with Pa.R.C.P. 403 & 404 by first class mail,
restricted delivery, return receipt requested, filed by s/James A. Naddeo

Esq. 2CC Atty Naddeo.

XAcceptance of Service, filed. | hereby accept service of the

Complaint-Action for Declaratory Judgment filed in this matter on behalf of
Florence H. Doughenrty and certify that | am authorized to do so on behalf of
Defendant, Florence H. Dougherty, signed by s/ Laurence B. Seaman Esq.,
filed by s/ James A. Naddeo Esq. No CC.

Sheriff Return, November 20, 2006 at 10:44 am Served the within
omplaint Action for Declaratory Judgment on Bill A. Ricketts.

" November 20, 2006 at 10:44 Served the within Complaint Action for
Declaratory Judgment on Luane H. Ricketts. So Answers, Chester A,
Hawkins, Sheriff by s/Marilyn Hamm

)évff Hawkins costs pd by Naddeo $68.42

nswer to Complaint in Declaratory Judgment, filed by s/ Laurance B.
eaman, Esquire. No CC

)@ertificate of Service, filed. That on the 22nd day of June 2007, served
efendant, Luanne H. Rickett's Interrogatories to Defendant(s), McAllister
Heirs on Laurance B. Seaman Esq_, filed by s/ Kim C. Kesner Esq. 1CC

Atty Naddeo.

ertificate of Service, filed. That on the 11 day of November 2008, served a
rue and correct copy of the within Second Set of Interrogatories by first
class mail to Laurance B. Seaman Esq., filed by s/ Kim C. Kesner Esq.
1CC Atty Kesner.

Certificate of Service, filed. That on the 11 day of November 2008 served a
rue and correct copy of the within First Set of Interrogatories by first class
mail to James A. Naddeo Esq., filed by s/ Kim C. Kesner Esq. 1CC Atty
Kesner.

>€ertificate of Service, filed. That a true and correct copy of Answers to First
et of Interrogatories from defendant, Luanne H. Ricketts was served
onthe 8th day of December 2006 to Laurance B. Seaman Esq. and Kim C.

esner Esq., filed by s/ James A. Naddeo Esq. No CC.
\ 1/6/2009 Answers To Defendant Luaane H. Rickets' interrogatories Directed to

\
\

\

7 Defendants, Eileen C. Herdina, Bernadine Pearce, Marilyn T. Stringfellow,
Florence H. Dougherty and Sara V. Uselton, filed by s/ Laurance B.
Seaman, Esquire. no CC

No Judge
No Judge

No Judge

No Judge

No Judge

No Judge

No Judge

No Judge

No Judge

No Judge

No Judge

No Judge

No Judge
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Date: 1/21/2010 i Clearfield County Court of Common Pleas User: LMILLER
Time: 11:43 AM ROA Report
Page 2 of 2 . Case: 2006-01912-CD

Current Judge: Fredric Joseph Ammerman
Ardent Resources, Inc.vs.Bill A. Ricketts, et al

Civil Other-COUNT

Date Judge
1/8/2009 ﬁaeciep to List for Trial, filed by s/ James A. Naddeo Esq. 2CC Atty Nadde: No Judge
URY TRIAL
1/12/2009 Order, this 12th day of jan., 2009, pre-trial conference is scheduled for Fredric Joseph Ammerman

March 12, 2009 at 9:30 a.m. in Judges Chambers. Jury Selection is
scheduled for April 2, 2009 at 9:00 a.m. in Courtroom 1. By the Court, /s/
Fredric J. Ammerman, Pres. Judge. 1CC Attys; Naddeo, Kesner, Seaman

3/13/2009 /@rder, this 12th day of march, 2009, following Pre-Trial Conference, it is Fredric Joseph Ammerman

rdered: The case is removed from the previously scheduled jury selection
date of April 2, 2009; Counsel for the Defs. will file any stipulations of fact
no later than June 1, 2009. If the parties then agree that the legal issues
relative the title to the gas rights can be decided based upon the
stipulations and documents to be presented to the Court, they will then
request a date for submission of briefs and oral argumentst; If ultimately the
parties do not agree on submitting the issues to the Court by stipulation,
then counsel shall request that a date for non-jury trial be set. By The
Court, /s/ Fredric J. Ammerman, Pres. Judge. 1CC Attys: Naddeo, Kesner,
Seaman :

3/18/2009 )qupplemental Answers to Interrogatories Directed to Defendants Herdina  Fredric Joseph Ammerman
earce, Stringfellow, Dougherty Uselton, filed by s/ Laurance B. Seaman,
Esquire. No CC

6/1/2009 Stipulations, signed by Kim C. Kesner, Esquire, and Laurance B. Seaman, Fredric Joseph Ammerman
squire. 1CC Atty. Seaman
11/20/2009 raecipe For Status Conference, filed by s/ James A. Naddeo, Esquire. Fredric Joseph Ammerman

2CC Atty. Naddeo

11/24/2009 Order, this 24th day of Nov., 2009, it is Ordered that a hearing is scheduled Fredric Joseph Ammerman
upon Plaintiff's Praecipe for Status Conference for the 28th day of Jan.,
010, at 9:30 a.m. in Chambers. By The Court, /s/ Fredric J. Ammerman,
res. Judge. 2CC Atty. Naddeo

11/25/2009 Certificate of Service, a certified copy of the Praecipe for Status Fredric Joseph Ammerman
Conference was served on Laurance B. Seaman, esquire, and Kim C.
Kesner, esquire, on the 25th of Nov., 2009 by First-Class Mail. filed by s/
James A. Naddeo, Esquire. No CC

1-39- 1ot Ordec gakd |- 8- 5016
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL DIVISION

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.
a corporation,
Plaintiff

vs. No. 2006 -{q{y_- CD
Bill A, Ricketts and Luane
H. Ricketts, husband and
wife; and Eileen C. Herdina,
Bernadine Pearce, Marilyn T.
Stringfellow, Florence H.
Dougherty and Sarah V.
Uselton, individuals,
Defendants.

Type of Pleading:

COMPLAINT - ACTION FOR
DECLARATORY JUDGMENT

Filed on behalf of:
Plaintiff

Counsel of Record for
this party:

James A. Naddeo, Esq.
Pa I.D. 06820

207 E. Market Street
P.O. Box 552
Clearfield, PA 16830
(B14) 765-1601

>(->(~>(->(-)(->(-)(->(->F>(->(->(->(->(->(->(->(>**X—******’(‘*******X‘*

Dated: November 16, 2006

FILED

NOV 16 200@
oxﬁ;;Xiikf
prathonotary/Clerk of Courts
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL DIVISION

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.
a corporation,
Plaintiff
vVs. No. 2006 - - CD
Bill A, Ricketts and Luane
H. Ricketts, husband and
wife; and Eileen C. Herdina,
Bernadine Pearce, Marilyn T.
Stringfellow, Florence H.
Dougherty and Sarah V.
Uselton, individuals,
Defendants.

* % % % % X X % ¥ %X X X * %

NOTICE

You have been sued in Court. If you wish to defend
against the claims set forth in the following pages, you must take
action within twenty (20) days after this Complaint and notice are
served, by entering a written appearance personally or by attorney
and filing in writing with the Court your defenses or objections
to the claims set forth against you. You are warned that if you
fail to do so the case may proceed without you and a judgment may
be entered against you by the Court without further notice for
any money claimed in the Complaint or for any other claim or
relief requested by the Plaintiff. You may lose money or property
or other rights important to you.

YOU SHOULD TAKE THIS PAPER TO YOUR LAWYER AT ONCE. IF
YOU DO NOT HAVE A LAWYER OR CANNOT AFFORD ONE, GO TO OR TELEPHONE
THE OFFICE SET FORTH BELOW TO FIND OUT WHERE YOU CAN GET LEGAL
HELP.

Court Administrator
Clearfield County Courthouse
Market and Second Streets
Clearfield, PA 16830

(814) 765-2641, ext. 5982

e —— e [ TG § ¢ PR L AR ABAT 4am




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL DIVISION

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.
a corporation,
Plaintiff
vs. No. 2006 - - CD

Bill A, Ricketts and Luane
H. Ricketts, husband and
wife; and Eileen C. Herdina,
Bernadine Pearce, Marilyn T.
Stringfellow, Florence H.
Dougherty and Sarah V.
Uselton, individuals,
Defendants.

L e T

COMPLAINT — ACTION FOR DECLARATORY JUDGMENT

1. That the plaintiff is Ardent Resources, Inc., a
New York corporation, having its principal place of business at
61 McMurray Road, Suite 204, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15241.

2. That defendants Bill A. Ricketts and Luane H.
Ricketts (hereinafter ™“Ricketts”) a#e husband and wife and
reside at 937 Frailey Road, Irvona, Pennsylvania.

3. That defendant Eileen C. Herdina is an individual
residing at 205 W. Jones Street, Savannah, Goergia.

4, That defendant Bernadine Pearce is an individual
residing at 15038 Rattle Creek Road, Abingdon, VA.

5. That defendant Marilyn T. Stringfellow is an
individual residing at 13430 Judy Avenue N.W., Uniontown, Ohio.

6. That defendant Florence H. Dougherty is an

individual residing at 4000 Masillon Road, Uniontown, Ohio.




7. That defendanp éarah V. Uselton is an individual
residing at 2400 Alpine Boulevard, No. 7, Alpine, California.

8. That the Ricketts are current owners of a parcel
of property consisting of 100 acres of land situated in Jordan
Township, Clearfield County by deed dated January 15, 1973 being
recorded in Clearfield County Deeds and Records Book to Volume
616, Page 220.

9. That the there is a dispute regarding whether the
gas and oil was severed from the surface estate prior to January
15, 1973.

10. That if the gas and o0il estate was severed from
the surface estate prior to January 15, 1973 said title would
“remain vested in the heirs of John A. McAllister.

11. That John A. McAllister had acquired title to the
100 acres of land as described in paragraph eight above by deed
dated September 1, 1882 recorded in Clearfield County Deeds and
Records Book to Volgme 38, Page 399.

12. That defendants Eileen C. Herdina, Bernadine
Pearce, Marilyn T. Stringfellow, Florence H. Dougherty and Sarah
V. Uselton are the remaining heirs to John A. McAllister.

13. That the plaintiff has entered into o0il and gas
leases with all of the named defendants, although only one group

of individuals, either the Ricketts or the McAllister heirs,




will actually be due payment as the owners of the oil and gas
estate.

14. That plaintiff will place amounts due to the
owners of the o0il and gas estate in escrow until this Court
determines who is the rightful owner of the oil and gas estate.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff, Ardent Resources, Inc., prays
for a judgment declaring the rightful owner of the oil and gas
estaterf the property more particularly described herein.

Respectfully submitted by,

e

mes AY Nafideo, Esquire
ttorney for the Plaintiff




VERIFICATION

I, Murray J. Hartzberg, In-house Legal Counsel of Ardent
Resources, Inc. verify that the statements made in the foregoing
Complaint are true and correct. I understand that false
statements herein are made subject to the penalties of 18 Pa. C.S.
Section 4904, relating to unsworn falsification to authorities.

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.

By: ﬂ\ (T« /\/—_

Murray J. dytzbzkg )
In-house Legal Counsel, Ardekt Resources

Dated: II“,L"’OG




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL DIVISION

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.
a corporation,
Plaintiff

VS.

BILL A. RICKETTS and LUANNE H.
RICKETTS, husband and wife; and
EILEEN C. HERDINA, BERNADINE
PEARCE, MARILYN T. STRINGFELLOW
FLORENCE H. DOUGHERTY and
SARAH V. USELTON, individuals,
Defendants

F !}_— %Kfsf"‘f

Shaw
Pmﬁ\c;?\rgrarylc‘ etk of Courts

No. 06-1912-CD

Type of Pleading: Answer by Defendants
Bill A. Ricketts and Luanne H. Ricketts to
Complaint for Declaratory Judgment

Filed on Behalf of: Defendants, Bill A.
Ricketts and Luanne H. Ricketts

Counsel of Record for this party:

Kim C. Kesner, Esquire
Supreme Ct. LD. #28307
23 North Second Street
Clearfield, PA 16830
(814) 765-1706

Other Counsel of Record:

James A. Naddeo, Esquire
207 East Market Street
P.O. Box 552

Clearfield, PA 16830
(814) 765-1601

Laurance B. Seaman, Esquire
Gates & Seaman

2 North Front Street

P.O. Box 846

Clearfield, PA 16830
(814)765-1766




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL DIVISION

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC. : No. 06-1912-CD
a corporation, :
Plaintiff

VS.

BILL A. RICKETTS and LUANNE H.
RICKETTS, husband and wife; and
EILEEN C. HERDINA, BERNADINE
PEARCE, MARILYN T. STRINGFELLOW
FLORENCE H. DOUGHERTY and
SARAH V. USELTON, individuals,
Defendants

ANSWER BY DEFENDANTS BILL A. RICKETTS AND
LUANNE H. RICKETTS TO COMPLAINT FOR
DECLARATORY JUDGMENT

AND NOW, comes the Defendants Bill A. Ricketts and Luanne H. Ricketts, by their

-.counsel Kim C. Kesner, Esquire and files the following Answer to Plaintiffs Complaint for

Declaratory Judgment.
1. Admitted.
2. Admitted.
3. Defendants Bill A. Ricketts and Luanne H. Ricketts (the “Ricketts”) are without

sufficient knowledge or information to form a belief as to the truth of the information contained
in Paragraph 3 of the Plaintiff’s Complaint.

4. The Ricketts are without sufﬁci_ent knowledge or information to form a belief as
to the truth of the information contained in Paragraph 4 of the Plaintiff’s Complaint.

5. The Ricketts are without sufficient knowledge or information to form a belief as

to the truth of the information contained in Paragraph 5 of the Plaintiff’s Complaint.




6. The. Ricketts are without sufficient knowledge or information to form a belief as
to the truth of the information contained in Paragraph 6 of the Plaintiff’s Complaint.

7. The Ricketts are without sufficient knowledge or information to form a belief as
to the truth of the information contained in Paragraph 7 of the Plaintiff’s Complaint.

8. It 1s admitted that the Ricketts are the record and assessed owners of the surface
and gas and oil estates of the real property described in Paragraph 8 of Plaintiff’s Complaint (the
“Subject Premises”).

9. It is specifically denied that there is a dispute as to the Ricketts’ ownership of the
gas and oil of the Subject Premises. To the contrary, no adverse claim of right, title or interest
has been heretofore made by any party. Plaintiff’s filing of this action and its contention that a
claim might be made to the oil and gas by purported heirs of John A. McAllister is the first and
only claim to be made adverse to the Ricketts’ ownership within their knowledge, information
and belief. The Ricketts have owned the Subject Premises and they have claimed their title to it
since January 15, 1973. The Subject Premises were previously owned by Bill A. Ricketts’
parents, John W. Ricketts and Kathryn Ricketts who acquired title to the Subject Premises
including the oil and gas on October 28, 1952.

10.  The averments contained in Paragraph 10 of Plaintiff’s Complaint constitute a
hypothetical to which no response is required. By way of further answer, it is specifically denied
that the gas and oil estate was severed from the surface estate of the Subject Premises prior to
January 15, 1973. It is also specifically denied that Defendants Herdina, Pearce, Stringfellow,
Dougherty and Uselton have any cognizable right, title, claim or interest in or to the gas and oil
of the Subject Premises.

11. Admitted.



12.  The Ricketts are without sufficient knowledge or information to form a belief as
to the truth of the averments contained in Paragraph 12 of the Plaintiff’s Complaint. By way of
further answer, information of record in Clearfield County is wholly insufficient for the Court to
determine to any reasonable degree the present heirs, assigns or successors in interest to John A.
McAllister.

13. It is admitted that Plaintiff has entered into an Oil and Gas Lease with the
Ricketts. Otherwise, the Ricketts are without sufficient knowledge or information to form a
belief as to the truth of the averments contained in Paragraph 13 of the Plaintiff’s Complaint.

14.  The averments contained in Paragraph 14 of Plaintiff’s Complaint constitute a
statement of intention to which no response is required.

WHEREFORE, Defendants Bill A. Ricketts and Luanne H. Ricketts request this
Honorable Court to enter a judgment on their behalf declaring them to be the rightful owners of
the o1l and gas to the Subject Premises.

Respectfully submitted,

7% YA
Kim C /Kesner, Esquire
Attorney for Defendants Ricketts

Supreme Ct. I.D. 28307

23 North Second Street
Clearfield, PA 16830
(814) 765-1706




VERIFICATION

The undersigned verifies that he is the attorney Bill A. Ricketts and Luanne H. Ricketts,
Defendants, named in the within action, that as such attorney he is authorized to make this
verification, and that the statements made in the foregoing Answer are true and correct, not from
his own knowledge, but from the information supplied to him and believed to be true, and that
this Verification is filed by him for the purposes of expediting this litigation, and in the event a
Verification from Bill A. Ricketts and/or Luanne Ricketts, Defendants, is required, the same will
be supplied. The undersigned understands that false statements made herein are subject to the

penalties of 18 PA. C.S. 4904 relating to unsworn falsification to authorities.

Date: /> -t-ove ﬂ “ /74"’"

Kim C. Kfsner, Esquire
Attorney for Defendants Ricketts




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

AND NOW, I do héreby certify that on the nyd\éy of December, 2006, I caused to be
served a certified copy of the Answer to Complaint which I filed on behalf of Defendants Bill A.
Ricketts and Luanne H. Ricketts on Counsel for Plaintiff by First Class Mail, Postage Prepaid to
the following address:

James A. Naddeo, Esquire
207 East Market Street
P.O. Box 552
Clearfield, PA 16830

Laurance B. Seaman, Esquire
Gates & Seaman
2 North Front Street
P.O. Box 846
Clearfield, PA 16830

ﬂ,c 4&—

Kim C. Kesner, Esquire




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANTA
CIVIL ACTION - LAW

ARDENT RESOQURCES, INC.,
a corporation,
Plaintiff
No. 2006-1912-CD
vs.
Type of Case: Civil
BILL A. RICKETTS and LUANE H.
RICKETTS, husband and wife;
and EILEEN C. HERDIN2Z,
BERNADINE PEARXRCE, MARILYN T.
STRINGFELLOW, FLORENCE H.
DOUGHERTY and SARAH V.
USELTON, indiwviduals, :
Defendants : Type of Pleading: PRAECIPE

:Filed on behalf of Defendants:
:Herdina, Pearce, Strlngfellow,
:Dougherty and Uselton

:Counsel of Record for this Party:
: Laurance B. Seaman, Esqg.

Supreme Court No.: 19620

GATES & SEAMAN
Attorneys at law

Two North Front Street
P. O. Box 846
Clearfield, PA 16830
(814) 765-1766

FiLED” 2
Bkl

jtiam A. Shaw
proonotan Ciek of Couts




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANTIA
CIVIL ACTION - LAW

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.,
a corporation,
Plaintiff
-vs- : No. 2006-1912-CD
BILL A. RICKETTS and LUANE H.
RICKETTS, husband and wife, and
EILEEN C. HERDINA, BERNADINE
PEARCE, MARILYN T. STRINGFELLOW,
FLORENCE H. DOUGHERTY and SARAH V.
USELTON, individuals,
Defendants
PRAECTIPE
TO WILLIAM A. SHAW, PROTHONOTARY:
Please enter my appearance on behalf of Defendants, EILEEN
C. HERDINA, BERNADINE PEARCE, MARILYN T. STRINGFELLOW, FLORENCE
H. DOUGHERTY and SARAH V. USELTON, in the aforementioned action.

GATES EAMAN

BY:
Laurance B. Seaman, Esquire

Two North Front Street
P. 0. Box 846
Clearfield, PA 16830
(814) 765-1766

Date: /2’7“0& , 2006




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL ACTION - LAW

ARDENT RESQURCES, INC.,
@ corporation,
Plaintiff

-vs- : No. 2006-1912-CD

BILL A. RICKETTS and LUANE H.
RICKETTS, husband and wife, and
EILEEN C. HERDINA, BERNADINE
PEARCE, MARILYN T. STRINGFELLOW,
FLORENCE H. DOUGHERTY and SARAH V.
USELTON, individuals,

Defendants

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that service was made by mailing a
true and correct copy of the original Praecipe for Appearance on
the oA day of %)ed"énqbﬂ&r" , 2006 by regular mail,
postage prepaid to:

Tames A. Naddeo, Esquire
Mttorney for Plaintiff
207 E. Market Street

P. O. Box 552
Clearfield, PA 16830

Kim C. Kesner, Esquire
Attorney for Defendants Ricketts

23 North Second Street
tlearfield, PA 16830

GATES

By.

Laurance B. Seaman, Esquire
Attorney for Defendants,
Eileen C. Herdina, Bernadine
Pearce, Marilyn T.
Stringfellow, Florence H.
Dougherty and Sarah V. Uselton




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

CIVIL DIVISION

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.
a corporation,
Plaintiff

vs.

Bill A, Ricketts and Luane
H. Ricketts, husband and
wife; and Eileen C. Herdina,
Bernadine Pearce, Marilyn T.
Stringfellow, Florence H.
Dougherty and Sarah V.
Uselton, individuals,
Defendants.

Dated: December 7, 2006

L S T A R S R I I D SR T TR I I S T T

No. 2006 - 1912 - CD

Type of Pleading:

AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE

Filed on behalf of:
Plaintiff

Counsel of Record for
this party:

James A. Naddeo, Esqg.
Pa I.D. 06820

207 E. Market Street
P.0O. Box 552
Clearfield, PA 16830
(814) 765-1601

n@ée%g?“ MW/ ddeo

am A. Shaw

Prothono'(ar\llc‘e'k of Courts




IN THE COURT OF CCMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL DIVISION

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.
a corporation,
Plaintiff

vs. No. 2006 - 1912 - CD
Bill A, Ricketts and Luane
H. Ricketts, husband and
wife; and Eileen C. Herdina,
Bernadine Pearce, Marilyn T.
Stringfellow, Florence H.
Dougherty and Sarah V.

Uselton, individuals,
Defendants.

bR A S . A S I S T .

AFFIDAVIT
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA )
COUNTY OF CLEARFIELD )SS
James A. Naddeo, Esquire, being duly sworn according to

law, deposes and states that a certified copy of the Complaint -
Action for Declaratory Judgment filed in the above-captioned
action was served upon the following defendants, on the following
dates and at the following addresses, 1in accordance with Pa.
R.C.P. 403 & 404 by first-class mail, RESTRICTED DELIVERY, return
receipt requested:

1.) Defendant, Bernadine Pearce, November 20, 2006, at the
Defendant's address of 15038 Rattle Creek Road, P.O. Box 1623,

Abingdon, VA 24210 as appears from the receipt of Certified Mail

attached hereto.




2) Defendant, Eileen C. Herdina, November 20, 2006, at the
ﬁefendant’s address of 205 W. Jones St., Savannah, GA 31401 as
appears from the receipt of Certified Mail attached hereto.

3) Defendant, Sarah V. Uselton, November 18, 2006, at the
Defendant’s address of 2400 Alpine Blvd., No. 7, Alpine, CA 91901
as appears from the receipt of Certified Mail attached hereto.

4) Defendant, Marilyn T. Stringfellow, November 25, 2006,

13430 Judy Avenue N.W., Uniontown, OH 44685.

r »
(/akauﬁxb /¢7 ;2/%;14%z4%16>’“

James A. Naddeo“ '-
Attorney for Plaintiff

/!

SWORN and SUBSCRIBED before me this 6th day of December, 2006.

5/%4@%‘/‘ |

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

Linda © r;l_otarial '\?eal

inda C. Lewis, Notary Public
Qlearftel_d Boro, Clearﬁgd County
My Commission Expires July 25, 2007




- 2. Article Number

*.PS Form 3811, February 2004

- PS Form 3811, February 2004

® Complete items 1, 2, and 3. Also complete A. Signature ~
Item 4 if Restricted Deliveryis desired. "o ,V’L)/ O Agent
B Print your name and address on the reverse )} 4 -,"J(,b A @“ [0 Addressee
s0 that we can return the card to you. R d ted N C. Date of Deli
N Attach this card to the back of the mailpiece, ;\ Z;c;é‘;\, n)/? a?e)( ,1 /. é ate of Delivery
or on the front if space permits, - / \Bﬂ_mﬂa_
— - D. Is delivery address different from item 12 [ Yes .
1. Article Addressed to: If YES, enter delivery address below: 01 No
Bernadine Pearce
15038 Rattle Creek Road
P.0O. Box 1623
Abingdon, VA 24210 3 Servico Type -
' ‘ ' Certified Mall [ Express Mail
Registered O Return Recelpt for Merchandise
O insured Mail. [ C.OD.
4. Restricted Delivery? (Extra Fes) O Yes
. .2, _Articla. Number . ..._ 232 - -L085- - e e e
(Transter from s ?DDS :03490-0083-

PS Form 3811, February 2004

| SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION

® Completeitems 1, 2, and 3. Also-complete
item 4 if Restricted Delivery is desired.
B Print your name and address on the reverse
so that we can return the card to you.
R Attach this card to the back of the mailpiece,
or on the front if space permits.

Domestic Retum Recesipt

102595-02-M-1540

2
“a

COMPLETE THIS SECTION ON DELIVERY

A. Signature

g /&4& ( ML%/K}- O Addressee
B Rec ived by annte
24 /)/'—

C. Dat livery
ol ) Sy gé/é’é

3 Agent

1. Article Addressed to:
Eileen C. Herdina

205 W. Jones St.
Savannah, GA 31401

-D. ls delivery address different from item 12/ 01 Yes

If YES, enter delivery address below:, O No
3. Service Type
R Certified Mall O Express MaJl o
3 Registerad [3 Return Receipt for! Merchandise
O thsured Mail O C.OD.
4. Restricted Delivery? (Extra Fee) D Yes

(Transfer from st

7005 0390 0003 7232 kLO7?8

SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION

® Complete items 1, 2, and 3. Also complete
" item 4 if Restricted Delivery is desired.
H Print your name and address on the reverse
so that we can return the card to you. :
B Attach this card to the back of the mailpiece,
or on the front if space permits. S

___1. Article Addressed to:

Domestic Retumn Receipt

. 102595-02-M-1540

COMPLETE THIS SECTION ON DELIVERY

A.Sl

& Qg
ddresses

B: Received by ( Printed Nams) C. Date of Delivery

/%ww/(/aan»a (=18

D. Is delivery address different from item 17 - £ Yes

Sarah V. Useltoa

2400 Alpine Blvd., Ne. 7 ||

Alpine, CA 91901

If-YES-enter-delivery-address-below=——[J:No

3. Service Type
(X Certified Mall. . [ Expross Mall
[ Registered O Return Recelpt for Merchandise -
DO Insured Mall [ C.O.D.

O Yes

4. Restricted Dellvery? (Extra Fes)

2. Article Number
(Transfar from st

7005 0390 0003 7232 bkllS

 Domestic Return Receipt

102595-02-M-1540




o

| SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION

& Complete items 1, 2, and 3. Also complete
item 4 if Restricted Delivery is-desired.

&/ Print your name and address or: the reverse
so that we can return the card to you.. =~

B Attach this card to the back of the mailpiece,
or on the front if space permits.

COMPLETE THIS SECTION ON DELIVERY

A. Signature
‘x~’yux%lelhcf“

/g.ﬁgent '

Addressee
7

B. Received by ( Printad Name)

Monia terce |\ WESHE

D. Is delivery address different from item 1? [ Yes

1. Article Addressed to:

Merilyn T. Siv.ugreiiow =

.. 13430 Judy Avenue N.W.
Uniontown, OH 44685

JIf YES, enter delivery address below: (3 No

3. Service Type
& Certified Mall
[ Registsred

O Express Mall
O Return Receipt for Merchandise

4. Restricted Delivery? (Extra Fes)

O Yes

2. Article Number
(Transfer from se.

7005 0390 DOD3, 7232 k092

PS Form 3811, February 2004

Domestic Return Receipt

102595-02-M-1540

O.insured-Mail. ... .L0.C.O.D. oo+ o crems e+ oo




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL DIVISION

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.
a corporation,
Plaintiff
vVs. No. 2006 - 1912 - CD
Bill A, Ricketts and Luane
H. Ricketts, husband and
wife; and Eileen C. Herdina,
Bernadine Pearce, Marilyn T.
Stringfellow, Florence H.
Dougherty and Sarah V.
Uselton, individuals,
Defendants.

LA I I I R

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, James A. Naddeo, Esquire, do hereby certify that a
certified copy of Affidavit (of Service) was served on the

following and in the following manner on the 7th day of December,

2006:
First-Class Mail, Postage Prepaid
Laurance B. Seaman, Esq. Bill Ricketts and Luane Ricketts
GATES & SEAMAN 937 Frailey Road
Two North Front Street & Irvona, PA 16656

P.O. Box 846
Clearfield, PA 16830

ﬁm

mes A. Nadbeo
ttorney for Plaintiff
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL DIVISION

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.
a corporation,
Plaintiff
vs. No. 2006 - 1912 - CD
Bill A, Ricketts and Luane
H. Ricketts, husband and
wife; and Eileen C. Herdina,
Bernadine Pearce, Marilyn T.
Stringfellow, Florence H.
Dougherty and Sarah V.
Uselton, individuals,
Defendants.

Type of Pleading:

ACCEPTANCE OF SERVICE

Filed on behalf of:
Plaintiff

Counsel of Record for
this party:

James A. Naddeo, Esqg.
Pa I.D. 06820

207 E. Market Street
P.O. Box 552
Clearfield, PA 16830
(814) 765-1601

L S SR R S R I S I . S R I S IS N A T T S S

Dated: January 19, 2007

i haw
William A. S
Promonotarylc \erk of Courts




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL DIVISION

ARDENT RESOQURCES, INC.
a corporation,
Plaintiff
vS. No. 2006 - 1912 - CD
Bill A, Ricketts and Luane
H. Ricketts, husband and
wife; and Eileen C. Herdina,
Bernadine Pearce, Marilyn T.
Stringfellow, Florence H.
Dougherty. .and Sarah V.
Uselton, individuals,
Defendants.

* ¥ % % ok F Ok %k Ok X ¥ X X X%

ACCEPTANCE OF SERVICE

I hereby accept service of the Complaint - Action for
Declaratory Judgment filed in this matter on behalf of Florence
H. Dougherty and certify that I am authorized to do so on behalf

of Defendant, Florence H. Dougherty.

~—>
Laurance B. Seaman, Esq.
Attorney for Defendants

/.\
OATED: J‘Z’lﬂ"‘/’? 9/ 2067 ,




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

ya

DOCKET # 102159
NO: 06-1912-CD
SERVICE# 1 OF 2 '
COMPLAINT ACTION FOR DECLARATORY
JUDGMENT

PLAINTIFF: ~ ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.
VS.
DEFENDANT: BILL A. RICKETTS and LUANE H. RICKETTS al

SHERIFF RETURN
|

NOW, November 20, 2006 AT 10:44 AM SERVED THE WITHIN COMPLAINT ACTION FOR DECLARATORY
JUDGMENT ON BILL A. RICKETTS DEFENDANT AT BOX 831, FRAILEY ROAD, IRVONA, CLEARFIELD COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA, BY HANDING TO LUANE RICKETTS, WIFE A TRUE AND ATTESTED COPY OF THE ORIGINAL
COMPLAINT ACTION FOR DECLARATORY JUDGMENT AND MADE KNOWN THE CONTENTS THEREOF.

SERVED BY: DAVIS /MORGILLO

FILED

2730
FEB 14 20

William A Shaw
Prothonotary/Clerk of Courts




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

/ DOCKET # 102159
NO: 06-1912-CD
SERVICE # 2 OF 2
COMPLAINT ACTION FOR DECLARATORY
JUDGMENT

PLAINTIFF:  ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.
vs.
DEFENDANT: BILL A. RICKETTS and LUANE H. RICKETTS al

SHERIFF RETURN

NOW, November 20, 2006 AT 10:44 AM SERVED THE WITHIN COMPLAINT ACTION FOR DECLARATORY
JUDGMENT ON LUANE H. RICKETTS DEFENDANT AT BOX 831, FRAILEY ROAD, IRVONA, CLEARFIELD
COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, BY HANDING TO LUANE RICKETTS, DEFENDANT A TRUE AND ATTESTED COPY
OF THE ORIGINAL COMPLAINT ACTION FOR DECLARATORY JUDGMENT AND MADE KNOWN THE
CONTENTS THEREOF.

SERVED BY: DAVIS / MORGILLO




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

-—,

DOCKET # 102159
NO: 06-1912-CD
SERVICES 2

COMPLAINT ACTION FOR DECLARATORY
JUDGMENT

PLAINTIFF: ~ ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.
VS.
DEFENDANT: BILL A. RICKETTS and LUANE H. RICKETTS al

SHERIFF RETURN
|
RETURN COSTS

Description Paid By CHECK # AMOUNT
SURCHARGE NADDEO 18753 20.00
SHERIFF HAWKINS NADDEO 18753 48 .42
Sworn to Before Me This So Answers,
Day of 2007

Gl

Chestér A.
Sheriff



IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL ACTION - LAW

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.,
a corporation,
Plaintiff

VS.
BILL A. RICKETTS and LUANE H.

RICKETTS, husband and wife;
and EILEEN C. HERDINA,

BERNADINE PEARCE, MARILYN T.

STRINGFELLOW, FLORENCE H.

DOUGHERTY and SARAH V.

USELTON, individuals,
Defendants

No. 2006-1912-CD

Type of Case: Civil

Type of Pleading: Answer To
Complaint in Declaratory Judgment

Filed on behalf of Defendants:

Eileen C. Herdina, Bernadine Pearce,
Marilyn T. Stringfellow, Florence H.
Dougherty and Sarah V. Uselton

Counsel of Record for this Party:
Laurance B. Seaman, Esq.

Supreme Court No.: 19620

GATES & SEAMAN
Attorneys at law

Two North Front Street
P. O. Box 846
Clearfield, PA 16830
(814) 765-1766

liam A. Shaw
Pmmv:&'ary/cm of Courts




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL ACTION - LAW

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.,
a corporation,
Plaintiff

Vs : No. 2006-1912-CD

BILL A. RICKETTS and LUANE H.
RICKETTS, husband and wife, and
EILEEN C. HERDINA, BERNADINE
PEARCE, MARILYN T. STRINGFELLOW,
FLORENCE H. DOUGHERTY and SARAH V.
USELTON, individuals,

Defendants

ANSWER OF DEFENDANTS, EILEEN C. HERDINA,
BERNADINE PEARCE, MARILYN T. STRINGFELLOW,
FLORENCE H. DOUGHERTY AND SARAH V. USELTON TO
COMPLAINT FOR DECLARATORY JUDGMENT

AND NOW, come the Defendants, EILEEN C. HERDINA, BERNADINE PEARCE,

MARILYN T. STRINGFELLOW, FLORENCE H. DOUGHERTY and SARAH V. USELTON

(hereafter “the McAllister Heirs”), by their attorneys, Laurance B. Seaman, Esquire,

Gates & Seaman, and file the following Answer:
1. Admitted.
2. Admitted.
3. Admitted.
4. Admitted.
5. Admitted.
6. Admitted.

7. Admitted.




8. It is admitted that Defendants Ricketts are the named Grantees in a deed
dated January 15, 1973 and recorded in Deed Book 616, Page 220, which purported
to convey (as THE SECOND THEREOF) 100 acres of surface only, located in Jordan
Township, Clearfield County, Pennsylvania. It is specifically denied that Defendants
Ricketts are the current owners of said 100 acres as stated. In answer thereto, it is
averred that Defendants Ricketts’ record title for the surface of the 100 acres in
question is derived from an assessment in the name of Mrs. Michael Smith for 100
acres surface, which assessment first appeared in 1914. In further answer thereto,
it is averred that there is no deed, miscellaneous agreement or other document of
record to create any ownership interest in Mrs. Michael Smith for said 100 acres
surface. In further answer thereto, it is averred that John McAllister, the
predecessor in interest to the McAllister Heirs and from whom their interest in the
100 acres in question derived, became vested with the 100 acres in question in fee
by deed dated September 1, 1882 and recorded in the Office of the Recorder of
Deeds of Clearfield County, Pennsylvania in Deed Book 38, Page 399. In further
answer thereto, it is averred that there is no deed, miscellaneous agreement or
other document of record out of or from John McAllister which could in any way be
deemed to be a transfer or conveyance to Mrs. Michael Smith of his interest in the
100 acres he acquired as aforesaid. In further answer thereto, it is averred that
Defendants Ricketts, and their predecessors in title, have never owned, nor been
assessed with the oil and gas in and under the 100 acres in question. In fact, it is
averred that the deeds in the chain of title for Defendants Ricketts have never

purported to convey anything more than 100 acres of surface, and have not




conveyed the oil and gas in and under the 100 acres of surface. In further answer
thereto, it is averred that Mrs. Michael Smith never owned the 100 acres of surface,
nor the oil and gas, now claimed by Defendants Ricketts. In further answer thereto,
it is averred that through various estates, including that of John McAllister, his
widow, Sarah McAllister, and their children, Emeline Dougherty Ferguson, Mary Ella
Adams, Charles McAllister, and William McAllister, the McAllister Heirs became
vested with record title to the 100 acres in fee.

9. Denied as stated. It is admitted that there is a dispute as to the ownership
of the 100 acres in question and the gas and oil therein and thereunder. In answer
thereto, it is averred that the record title to the 100 acres of surface and gas and oil
is in the McAllister Heirs. In further answer thereto, Paragraph 8 hereof is
incorporated herein by reference.

10. Dehied as stated. In answer thereto, Paragraphs 8 and 9 hereof are
incorporated herein by reference.

11. Admitted.

12. Admitted.

13. It is admitted that Plaintii‘f has entered into an Oil and Gas Lease with
the McAllister Heirs. It is denied that the Plaintiff has entered into an Oil and Gas
Lease with Defendants Ricketts since the answering Defendants are without
sufficient knowledge or information to form a belief as to the truth of those
averments as contained in Paragraph 13 of the Complaint.

14. The averments contained in Paragraph 14 of the Complaint constitute a

statement of intention to which no response is required.




WHEREFORE, Defendants, EILEEN C. HERDINA, BERNADINE PEARCE, MARILYN
T. STRINGFELLOW, FLORENCE H. DOUGHERTY and SARAH V. USELTON, request this
Honorable Court to enter a judgment in their behalf declaring them to be the
rightful owners of the 100 acres in question, including the oil and gas therein and

thereunder.

Respectfully submitted:

GATES N
g /Q

Laurance B. Seaman, Esquire

Attorney for Defendants,

Eileen C. Herdina, Bernadine

Pearce, Marilyn T. Stringfellow,

Florence H. Dougherty and Sarah V. Uselton

Date: February / 2 , 2007. Two North Front Street, P. O. Box 846
Clearfield, PA 16830 :
(814) 765-1766




VERIFICATION

I, EILEEN C. HERDINA, the undersigned, verify that | am one of the
Defendants in the within action, and that the statements made in the foregoing
Answer are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information and belief. |
the undersigned understand that false statements made herein are subject to the
penalties of 18 Pa. C.S.A. § 4904 relating to unsworn falsification to authorities.

Eileen C. Herdina

.

Date:j}; 7 , 2007




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL ACTION - LAW

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.,
a corporation,
Plaintiff

vs- . No. 2006-1912-CD

BILL A. RICKETTS and LUANE H.
RICKETTS, husband and wife, and
EILEEN C. HERDINA, BERNADINE
FLORENCE H. DOUGHERTY and SARAH V.
USELTON, individuals,

Defendants

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

| hereby certify that a true and correct copy of ANSWER OF DEFENDANTS, EILEEN C.
HERDINA, BERNADINE PEARCE, MARILYN T. STRINGFELLOW, FLORENCE H.
DOUGHERTY AND SARAH V. USELTON TO COMPLAINT FOR DECLARATORY was
forwarded by U. S. Mail, postage prepaid, on theZ€ day of February, 2007, to:

James A. Naddeo, Esquire
207 E. Market Street

P. O. Box 552

Clearfield, PA 16830

Kim C. Kesner, Esquire
15 North Front Street
P. O. Box 1

Clearfield, PA 16830

GATES & N g_/
By:

Laurance B. Seaman, Esq.
Attorney for Defendants, Herdina, Pearce,
Stringfellow, Dougherty and Uselton




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL DIVISION

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.,,
a corporation,
Plaintiff

VS.

BILL A. RICKETTS, and LUANNE H.
RICKETTS, husband and wife; and
EILEEN C. HERDINA, BERNADINE

PEARCE, MARILYN T. STRINGFELLOW:

FLORENCE H. DOUGHERTY and
SARAH V. USELTON, individuals,
Defendants

F}LED I Ak,

00 tm  Nqgddeo
JUN 26 20@
William A. Sha

Prothonotary/Clerk of Courts

No. 2006-1912-CD

Type of Case: Civil

Type of Pleading: CERTIFICATE OF
SERVICE

Filed on Behalf of: Defendant, Luanne H.
Ricketts

Counsel of Record for this party:

Kim C. Kesner, Esquire
Supreme Ct. 1.D. #28307
BELIN, KUBISTA & RYAN
15 North Front Street
Clearfield, PA 16830

(814) 765-8972

Other Counsel of Record:

James A. Naddeo, Esquire
207 East Market Street
Clearfield, PA 16830
(814) 765-1601

Laurance B. Seaman, Esquire
2 North Front Street
Clearfield, PA 16830

(814) 765-1766




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

CIVIL DIVISION
ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.,
a corporation, :
Plaintiff : No. 2006-1912-CD
Vs. : Type of Case: Civil

BILL A. RICKETTS and LUANNE H.
RICKETTS, husband and wife; and
EILEEN C. HERDINA, BERNADINE :
PEARCE, MARILYN T. STRINGFELLOW:
FLORENCE H. DOUGHERTY and
SARAH V. USELTON, individuals,

) Defendants

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

: . nd
AND NOW, I do hereby certify that on the 93 day of June, 2007, I caused to be
served Defendant, Luanne H. Rickett’s Interrogatories to Defendant(s), McAllister Heirs, on
the following and in the manner indicated below:

By United States Mail. Regular Mail, Addressed as Follows:

Laurance B. Seaman, Esquire
Gates & Seaman
2 North Front Street
Clearfield, PA 16830

Date: (2’/92 / 2007 /?—» L /74_,—/ :

Kim C. Késner, Esquire

13




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
" CIVIL DIVISION

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC,,
a corporation,
Plaintiff

Vs.
BILL A. RICKETTS and LUANNE H.

RICKETTS, husband and wife; and
EILEEN C. HERDINA, BERNADINE

PEARCE, MARILYN T. STRINGFELLOW:

FLORENCE H. DOUGHERTY and
SARAH V. USELTON, individuals,
Defendants

No. 2006-1912-CD

Type of Case: Civil

Type of Pleading: INTERROGATORIES
DIRECTED TO DEFENDANT(S),
MCALLISTER HEIRS BY DEFENDANT
LUANNE H. RICKETTS

Filed on Behalf of: Defendant, Luanne H.
Ricketts

Counsel of Record for this party:

Kim C. Kesner, Esquire
Supreme Ct. I.D. #28307
BELIN, KUBISTA & RYAN
15 North Front Street
Clearfield, PA 16830

(814) 765-8972

Other Counsel of Record:

James A. Naddeo, Esquire
207 East Market Street
Clearfield, PA 16830
(814) 765-1601

Laurance B. Seaman, Esquire
2 North Front Street
Clearfield, PA 16830

(814) 765-1766




IN THE‘ COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

CIVIL DIVISION
ARDENT RESOURCES, INC,,
a corporation, :
Plaintiff : No. 2006-1912-CD
Vs. : Type of Case: Civil

BILL A. RICKETTS and LUANNE H.
RICKETTS, husband and wife; and -
EILEEN C. HERDINA, BERNADINE :
PEARCE, MARILYN T. STRINGFELLOW:
FLORENCE H. DOUGHERTY and ;
SARAH V. USELTON, individuals,
Defendants

INTERROGATORIES DIRECTED TO DEFENDANT(S), MCALLISTER HEIRS,
FROM DEFENDANT, LUANNE H. RICKETTS

TO: Eileen C. Herdina, Bernadine Pearce,
Marilyn T. Stringfellow, Florence H. Dougherty and
Sarah V. Uselton
c¢/o Laurance B. Seaman, Esquire
Gates & Seaman
2 North Front Street
Clearfield, PA 16830

TAKE NOTICE that you are hereby required, pursuant to Pennsylvania Rules of Civil
Procedure, Rules 4005 and 4006 to file with the Court and serve upon the undersigned, within
thirty (30). days after service of these Interrogatories, your full and complete Answers under
oath. Failure fo provide the requested information and/or documents or make objections within
the time specified may subject you to sanctions under Rule 4019 of the Pennsylvahia Rules of

Civil Procedure.




Instructions and Definitions

1.“ These Interrogatories are to be deemed continuing in nature and, it is hereby
requestedﬁthat any newly discovered or additional information responsive to these questions be
supplied ilmmediately upon such matter coming to the attention of Defendants or Defendants’
counsel. -

2. All information requested herein must be set forth if it, or documents containing
it, afe in the possession éf, control of, or are available or accessible to Defendant or
Defendanﬁ’s counsel.

3. If any information called for by these Interrogatories is not available or
accessible in full detail when requested, such Interrogatory shall be deemed to require the
setting f01}th of information relating to the subject matter of the request in as detailed a manner
asis avail_éble or accessible.

4. | If any information called for by these Interrogatories is withheld on the basis of
a claim of privilege, the nature of the information on which privilege is claimed shall be set
forth, together with the type of privilege claimed and a statement of all circumstances upon
which Defendant will rely to support such a claim of privilege.

5. When these Interrogatories call for information which once was, but is no
longer, in’_‘the possession of Defendant or Defendant’s counsel, Defendant is hereby required to
identify its present location and custodian, if known, or otherwise its last known location and
custodian. )

6. For purposes of these Interrogatories, the following definitions shall apply:

a. “Document” means any written, recorded, or graphic matter, however

produced or reproduced.




b. “Identify” or “identification: when used in reference to an individual
person m;eans to state his name, present or last known positi(;n and business affiliation and his
position énd business affiliations at all times during the period covered by the Complaint.

c. “Describe” or “identify” as used herein, separately or collectively,
require, with respect to any oral or written communication, a statement of the following
information:

(1)  The identity of the person by whom, and each person to whom,
each such communication was made and all persons present at that time;

(2)  The date it was made;

(3)  The place at which it was made;

.(4)  The means by which it was made;

(5)  The substance thereof; and

(6) A description of each document reflecting and/or relating to any
of the abo'“ve.

d. The term “person” or “persons” shall mean and include natural persons,
corporations, trusts, partnerships, ventures, government or quasi-public entities, citizens’
groups or“associations, and any other firm or organization, association, or business entity.

e. “Description”, “describe”, “identification”, or “identify”, as used herein
separately. or collectively, require, with respect to any person, a statement of the following
information: i

(1)  The person’s full name;

(2) The person’s present or last known address;

(3) Present or last known home telephone number;




(4)
)
(6)
M
®

Present or last known business address;

Present or last known business telephone number;
Present or last known employer or affiliation;
Present or last known title; and

Present or last known job description.

BELIN, KUBISTA & RYAN

/),,,L,ﬁk.

Kim C./Kesner, Esquire
Attorngy for Defendant

Luanne*H. Ricketts




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

CIVIL DIVISION
ARDENT RESOURCES, INC,,
a corporation, :
Plaintiff : No. 2006-1912-CD
vs. : Type of Case: Civil

BILL A. RICKETTS and LUANNE H.
RICKETTS, husband and wife; and
EILEEN C. HERDINA, BERNADINE :
PEARCE, MARILYN T. STRINGFELLOW:
FLORENCE H. DOUGHERTY and :
SARAH V. USELTON, individuals,

' Defendants

INTERROGATORIES

1. State the relationship(s) between Eileen C. Herdina, Bernadine Pearce, Marilyn
‘ T. Stringfellow, Florence H. Dougherty and Sarah V. Uselton.

2. State the relationship of Eileen C. Herdina to John A. McAllister (as identified
in paragraph 8 of “the McAllister Heirs’” Answer).




State the relationship of Bernadine Pearce to John A. McAllister.

State the relationship of Marilyn T. Stringfellow to John A. McAllister.

State the relationship of Florence H. Dougherty to John A. McAllister.

State the relationship of Sarah V. Uselton to John A. McAllister.




State the date(s) of any oil and/or gas leases between Eileen C. Herdina,
Bernadine Pearce, Marilyn T. Stringfellow, Florence H. Dougherty and/or Sarah
V. Uselton and Ardent Resources, Inc. If you will do so without a formal
Request for Production, please attach copies of all leases identified in your
answer(s) to this Interrogatory.

Except for any leases identified in answer to Interrogatory 7 above, state
whether John A. McAllister and/or any of his heirs or anyone claiming by or
through him or his heirs ever entered into any oil and/or gas leases for the one
hundred (100) acres of land being the subject of the Plaintiff’s Complaint.

If the answer to Interrogatory 8 above is “Yes”, please identify the dates of and
party(s) to any and all such leases. Also, if you will do so without a formal
Request for Production, please attach copies of all leases identified in your
answer(s) to this Interrogatory.




10. State the chain of title by which the interest(s) claimed by “the McAllister
Heirs” by and through John A. McAllister devolved. You may provide a
graphic rather than narrative response.

11. For eaich link in the chain of title from John A. McAllister to Eileen C. Herdina,
specifically state what appears of record confirming the passing of title.

12. For each link in the chain of title from John A. McAllister to Bernadine Pearce,
specifically state what appears of record confirming the passing of title.




13.  For each link in the chain of title from John A. McAllister to Marilyn T.
Stringfellow, specifically state what appears of record confirming the passing of
title.

14.  For each link in the chain of title from John A. McAllister to Florence H.
Dougherty, specifically state what appears of record confirming the passing of
title.

15. For each link in the chain of title from John A. McAllister to Sarah V. Uselton,
specifically state what appears of record confirming the passing of title.

10




16.

17.

State whether Eileen C. Herdina, Bernadine Pearce, Marilyn T. Stringfellow
Florence H. Dougherty and/or Sarah V. Uselton has separately or have jointly
made any assignment or encumbrance of their right(s), title(s), claim(s) or
interest(s) being the subject matter of the Plaintiffs’ Complaint and/or their
Answer.

State and describe all facts supporting your allegation in paragraph 8 of your
Answer that “... through various estates, including that of John McAllister, his
widow, Sarah McAllister and their children, Emeline Dougherty Ferguson, Mary
Ella Adams, Charles McAllister and William McAllister, the McAllister Heirs
became vested with record title to the 100 acres in fee.”

11




18. With regard to all estates identified in answer to Interrogatory 17 above, state
(1) the jurisdiction (e.g. county) where the estate is filed; (2) the estate file
number or other designator; and (3) whether realty was conveyed by the estate

by deed or decree.

Date

é/;.}&/aoo']
—

Y el —

Kim C. Kegfier, Esquire

Attorney fgr Defendant Luanne H. Ricketts
BELIN, KAU/BISTA & RYAN

15 North Front Street

Clearfield, PA 16830

(814) 765-8972

12




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

CIVIL DIVISION
ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.,
a corporation, :
Plaintiff : No. 2006-1912-CD
Vs. : Type of Case: Civil

BILL A. RICKETTS and LUANNE H.

RICKETTS, husband and wife; and

EILEEN C. HERDINA, BERNADINE :

PEARCE, MARILYN T. STRINGFELLOW:

FLORENCE H. DOUGHERTY and :

SARAH V. USELTON, individuals,
Defendants

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

AND NOW, Ido hereby certify that on the &R & day of June, 2007, I caused to be
served Defendant, Luanne H. Rickett’s Interrogatories to Defendant(s), McAllister Heirs, on
the following and in the manner indicated below:

By United States Mail, Regular Mail, Addressed as Follows:

Laurance B. Seaman, Esquire
Gates & Seaman
2 North Front Street
Clearfield, PA 16830

Date: \JUI‘(E A&‘BOO-’ />‘/L,7L/

Kim C. Kfner, Esquire
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF
CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL DIVISION

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.
a corporation,
Plaintiff

Vs.
BILL A RICKETTS and LUANNE H.

RICKETTS, husband and wife; and
EILEEN C. HERDINA, BERNADINE

PEARCE, MARILYN T. STRINGFELLOW:

FLORENCE H. DOUGHERTY and
SARAH V. USELTON, individuals
Defendants

No. 2006-1912-CD

Type of Pleading:

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Filed on Behalf of;
DEFENDANT —
LUANNE H. RICKETTS

Counsel of Record for This Party:

Kim C. Kesner, Esquire
Supreme Court No. 28307
212 South Second Street
Clearfield, PA 16830
(814) 765-1706

Other Counsel of Record:

James A. Naddeo, Esquire
207 East Market Street
Clearfield, PA 16830
(814) 765-1601

Laurance B. Seaman, Esquire
2 North Front Street
Clearfield, PA 16830

(814) 765-1766
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF
CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL DIVISION

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC. : No. 2006-1912-CD
a corporation, :

Plaintiff
Vs.

BILL A RICKETTS and LUANNE H.

RICKETTS, husband and wife; and

EILEEN C. HERDINA, BERNADINE :

PEARCE, MARILYN T. STRINGFELLOW:

FLORENCE H. DOUGHERTY and

SARAH V. USELTON, individuals
Defendants

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I do hereby certify that on the /)  day of November, 2008, I served a true and
correct copy of the within Second Set of Interrogatories by first class mail, postage
prepaid, on the following:

Laurance B. Seaman, Esquire
Gates & Seaman

2 North Front Street
Clearfield, PA 16830

/11 09 ﬂ//’

Date K1m C. K sner, Esquue
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF
CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL DIVISION

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.
a corporation,
Plaintiff

Vs.
BILL A RICKETTS and LUANNE H.

RICKETTS, husband and wife; and
EILEEN C. HERDINA, BERNADINE

PEARCE, MARILYN T. STRINGFELLOW:

FLORENCE H. DOUGHERTY and
SARAH V. USELTON, individuals
Defendants

No. 2006-1912-CD
Type of Pleading:
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Filed on Behalf of:
DEFENDANT —
LUANNE H. RICKETTS

Counsel of Record for This Party:

Kim C. Kesner, Esquire
Supreme Court No. 28307
212 South Second Street
Clearfield, PA 16830
(814) 765-1706

Other Counsel of Record:

James A. Naddeo, Esquire
207 East Market Street
Clearfield, PA 16830
(814) 765-1601

Laurance B. Seaman, Esquire
2 North Front Street
Clearfield, PA 16830

(814) 765-1766

’FILED rec

1Y
NG 3 G Py Heses

William A Sh
prothonotary/Clerk of Courts




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF
CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL DIVISION

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC. : No. 2006-1912-CD
a corporation, :
Plaintiff

Vs.

BILL A RICKETTS and LUANNE H.

RICKETTS, husband and wife; and

EILEEN C. HERDINA, BERNADINE :

PEARCE, MARILYN T. STRINGFELLOW:

FLORENCE H. DOUGHERTY and

SARAH V. USELTON, individuals
Defendants

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I do hereby certify that on the /! day of November, 2008, I served a true and
correct copy of the within First Set of Interrogatories by first class mail, postage prepaid,
on the following;

James A. Naddeo, Esquire

207 East Market Street
Clearfield, PA 16830

/1-11-08 A

Date Kim C. Kiésner, Esquire




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

CIVIL

. ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.

a corporation,
Plaintiff

vSs.

Bill A, Ricketts and Luane
H. Ricketts, husband and
wife; and Eileen C. Herdina,
Bernadine Pearce, Marilyn T.
Stringfellow, Florence H.
Dougherty and Sarah V.
Uselton, individuals,
Defendants.

Dated: December 8, 2008

DIVISION

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

No. 06 - 1912 - CD

Type of Pleading:

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Filed on behalf of:

" Plaintiff

Counsel of Record for
this party:

James A. Naddeo, Esqg.
Pa I.D. 06820

207 E. Market Street
P.0O. Box 552
Cisarfield, PA 16830
(814) 765-1601

' Yo
DEC 08 2048

William A. Sh
Prothonatary/Clerk of Courts
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL DIVISION

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.
a corporation,
Plaintiff
vs. No. 06 - 1912 - CD
Bill A, Ricketts and Luane
H. Ricketts, husband and
wife; and Eileen C. Herdina,
Bernadine Pearce, Marilyn T.
Stringfellow, Florence H.
Dougherty and Sarah V.
Uselton, individuals,
Defendants.

* % A % ok ok Ak b % o ok ok * *

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, James A. Naddeo, Esquire, do hereby certify that a
true and correct copy of Answers to First Set of Interrogatories
from Defendant, Luanne H. Ricketts was served on the following and
in the following manner on the 8th day of December, 2006:

First-Class Mail, Postage Prepaid

Laurance B. Seaman, Esq. Kim C. Kesner, Esdg.
GATES & SEAMAN 212 South Second Street
Two North Front Street & Clearfield, PA 16830

P.0. Box 846
Clearfield, PA 16830

NADDEO & LEWIS, LLC

By
James A. Naddéo
Attorney for Plaintiff




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.,
a corporation,
Plaintiff

VS.
BILL A. RICKETTS and LUANE H.

RICKETTS, husband and wife;
and EILEEN C. HERDINA,

BERNADINE PEARCE, MARILYN T.

STRINGFELLOW, FLORENCE H.

DOUGHERTY and SARAH V.

USELTON, individuals,
Defendants

Fl ED No,
N (v

William A. Shaw
prothonotary/Clerk of Courts

CIVIL ACTION - LAW

(712
" No. 2006-1921-CD

Type of Case: Civil

Type of Pleading: ANSWERS TO
DEFENDANT LUANNE H. RICKETTS’
INTERROGATORIES DIRECTED TO
DEFENDANTS, EILEEN C.

HERDINA, BERNADINE PEARCE,
MARILYN T. STRINGFELLOW,
FLORENCE H. DOUGHERTY AND SARA
V. USELTON

:Filed on behalf bf Defendants:
:Herdina, Pearce, Stringfellow,
:Dougherty and Uselton

:Counsel of Record for this Party:
Laurance B. Seaman, Esq.

Supreme Court No.: 19620

GATES & SEAMAN
Attorneys at law

Two North Front Street
P. O. Box 846
Clearfield, PA 16830
(814) 765-1766




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL ACTION - LAW

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.,
a corporation,
Plaintiff

-Vs- : No. 2006-1912-CD

BILL A. RICKETTS and LUANE H.
RICKETTS, husband and wife, and
EILEEN C. HERDINA, BERNADINE
PEARCE, MARILYN T. STRINGFELLOW,
FLORENCE H. DOUGHERTY and SARAH V.
USELTON, individuals,

Defendants

ANSWERS TO INTERROGATORIES
DIRECTED TO DEFENDANTS HERDINA,
PEARCE, STRINGFELLOW, DOUGHERTY AND USELTON

1. Answer:

Eileen C. Herdina, Bernadine Pearce and Marilyn T. Stringfellow are sisters,
and half sisters-in-law to Florence H. Dougherty, who died March 22, 2008; and first
cousins to Sara V. Uselton, who died February 16, 2008. The mother of Sara V.
Uselton, Mary Ella Adams, was a sister to Emeline Dougherty, the mother of Florence
H. Dougherty’s husband, Paul Dougherty.

2. Answer:

John A. McAlister (DOD - 3/17/1913) was the grandfather to all, but Florence
H. Dougherty, who is the widow of a grandson, Paul Dougherty.
3. Answer:

Mary Smith was a sister of John A. McAlister (DOD - 3/17/1913). See Answer
to Interrogatory No. 2.




4. Answer:

See Answer to Interrogatory No. 2.

5. Answer:

No.

6. Answer:

John McAlister, died 3/17/13, survived by his wife, Sara Kudruff McAlister,
and five (5) children, Emeline, Mary Ella, Charles, William and Esther. Sara
McAlister, a/k/a Sarah McAlister, died 6/10/41 at Cleveland, Ohio, survived by her
five (5) children. Emeline married Paul Dougherty and they have four (4) sons,
James, John, Paul and Carl. Paul Dougherty, husband of Emeline, died in 1904;
Emeline married John Ferguson and they had three (3) daughters, Defendants,
Marilyn Stringfellow, Bernadine Pearce and Eileen Herdina. Emeline McAlister
Dougherty Ferguson died 6/19/36, probably without a Will, residing at Akron, Ohio,
survived by her husband, John Fergusan, four (4) sons, John, James, Paul and Carl,
and three (3) daughters, Marilyn, Bernadine and Eileen. John Ferguson died 1/1/41,
probably without a Will, residing at Akron, Ohio, survived by three (3) daughters,
Marilyn, Bernadine and Eileen. Paul died in 1973 residing in Akron, Ohio (Summit
County), survived only by his wife, Defendant, Florence Dougherty, who since died
3/22/08 residing at Akron, Ohio (Summit County). By her Will, she left her residuary
estate: (1) 16% to Linda Potter, daughter of Defendant, Marilyn Stringfellow, and
William Stringfellow (deceased); (2) 16% to Paula Stringfellow, wife of William
Stringfellow and daughter-in-law of Marilyn and William Stringfellow (deceased); (3)
11% to Robert Harry, Sr.; (4) 11% to Cecelia Harry; (5) 11% to Defendant, Bernadine
Pearce; (6) 11% to Defendant, Eileen Herdina; and (7) 24% to Ann M. Harry.

John Dougherty died in 1987 and James Dougherty died in 1994, both never
married and had no children, and both resided at Uniontown, Ohio (Summit County).
Carl Dougherty died in 1998, never married and had no children, residing at
Uniontown, Ohio, and by his Will left his residuary estate to Defendant, Marilyn
Stringfellow.

Mary Ella married Ralph Salisbury and they had one daughter, Dorothy
Salisbury. Ralph either died or became divorced from Mary Ella, who subsequently




married William Adams. Mary Ella Adams died in (not known) survived by her
husband, William Adams and two (2) daughters, Catherine Lucille Schumacher and
Defendant, Sarah Virginia Uselton. William Adams died 7/17/32 residing at Akron,
Ohio, survived by two (2) daughters, Lucille and Defendant, Sarah. Dorothy
Salisbury died in 1997, residing in Massillon, Ohio, never married and no children.
Catherine Lucille Schumacher died in 1999, residing in Alpine, California,
predeceased by her husband, Charles Schumacher, who died approximately 4 to 5
years before his wife, residing in Willoughby, Ohio, and they had no children.
Defendant, Sarah Virginia Uselton died 2/16/2008 residing in Alpine, California,
survived by her husband, Mark Uselton, and three (3) daughters, Ann Uselton,
Virginia Uselton and Barbara Uselton Dake.

Charles McAlister died (unknown), residing at Altoona, Pennsylvania, never
married and no children. William McAlister died (unknown), residing at Saxon,
Pennsylvania, predeceased by his wife, Mona Margaret Smith McAlister, but survived
by one (1) daughter, Billie Jean McAlister, who never married, had no children and
died in April, 2005 residing in Huntington County, Pennsylvania.

Esther M. Isham died 5/24/1980, without a Will, residing at Cleveland, Ohio
(Cuychoga County), predeceased by her husband, Dr. Leroy Scott Isham, who died
(unknown), but before his wife, residing at Cleveland, Ohio, and they had no
children. By Certificate of Transfer (copy attached) her estate passed 10% each to
the following: (1) Lucille Schumacher; (2) Defendant, Marilyn Stringfellow; (3)
Defendant, Sarah Virginia Uselton; (4) Defendant, Eileen Herdina; (5) Lucille
Schumacher, Guardian for Dorothy Salisbury (an incompetent); (6) Billie Jean
McAlister; (7) James M. Dougherty; (8) Defendant, Bernadine Pearce; (9) John H.
Dougherty; and (10) Carl Dougherty.

7. Answer:

See Answer to Interrogatory No. 6.

8. Answer:

Martin S. McAlister, Mary Smith, Nancy Litz, and the children of Emeline
Dewitt, John Dewitt and Mary Dewitt; and their heirs, personal representatwes and
assigns, whose addresses are unknown.




9. Answer:

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Unknown.

Answer:

1. QOil and Gas Lease, dated August 1, 2006, with Ardent Resources, Inc.
(Copies already provided you by Plaintiff.)

Answer:

Not to our knowledge.

Answer:

N/A

Answer:

No.

Answer:

See Answer to Interrogatory No. 6.

Date: j\d’”“‘*‘n’? é/ 10079

Interrogatories Answered by:

GAT AMAN '
y: S i

Laurance B. Seaman, Esquire
Attorney for Herdina, Pearce,
Stringfellow, Dougherty and Uselton
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PROBATE COURT OF CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO

58997 ' FRANCIS 3 TALTY, Presiding Judge L5625 , 49
ESTATE OF __ ESTHER M. ISHAM ' . DECEASED
Case No. 911782 " Docket 910 Page

CERTIFICATE OF TRANSFER
NO. .}

Decedent died on May 24, 1980 owning the real estate

described in this certificate. The persons to whom such rea! estate passed by devise, descent br alaction are as
follows. : ’ '

BN ROV TN T RTINS 3 R m——— .
ety

) ™ —r———

P : L JLIT Wi TR T U S,
Name _ N 5,, ence RSty vy - INARLSS Real
‘ O Address Wre. Lucilie Schamecher " Estate so Passing
LUCILL H H L .—yl$86 E. 357th Street 2430 Apive Bivd. 97 One-tenth
E 8¢ U"Acgﬁﬁngd“» -“éigtlake, OH 44094 Alpina, CA 12001
— MARILYN STRINGFELLOW 13430 Judy Avenwe, .y ~ -~ Ona=tenth
Uniontown, OH 4468f ot voen TR R
~ VIRGINIA LTON PO Box 20003 ' Alpie One-tenth .
I USELTON SA RA h El Cajon, CA 9201 Apkw.CARST
— EILEEN C. HERDINA 1122 Merriman Road One~tenth
Akron, OH 44313
BUCILLE- SCHUMACHER 1486 E. 357th Street One-tenth
Susrdben-Lor Bastlake,—OH—44094
DOROTHY- SALISBURY (Incompetent)
BILLIE JEAN McALLISTE Suton'fpia 51 3442 One~tenth
JAMES M. DOUGHERTY 4088 Cottage Grove Ra- One-tenth

Uniontown, OR 44685 :
BERNADINE PEARCE me@, :34#, ‘ol I One'tent_h

Abington, vaA 24210

{088 CTottage Grove Ra. ’
JOHN H. D RTY - h
° - OUGHE Uniontown, OH 44685 One-tent|

4088 Cottage Grove Ra- ~tenth
CARL DOUGHERTY Uniontown, OH 44685 One-tentl

[Compteta if applicable} The real estate described in this certificate is subject to a charge of $
in favor of decedent’s surviving spouse.

. b 4
in respect of the unpaid balance of the specific monelary share which is part of the surviving spouse’s total intestate
sharse.

CIWRY . W

— e en c = - e m i o W s e h R -



VERIFICATION

The undersigned verifies that she is one of the Defendants in the within
action, and that the statements made in the foregoing Answers to Interrogatories to
Plaintiffs are true and correct to the best of her knowledge, information and belief.
The undersigned understands that false statements made herein are subject to the

penalties of 18 Pa. C.S.A. § 4904 relating to unsworn falsification to authorities.

@W@W e

Eileen C. Herdina

Date: 062C -./2/. R0 £




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL ACTION - LAW

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.,
a corporation,
Plaintiff

-Vs- : No. 2006-1912-CD

BILL A. RICKETTS and LUANE H.
RICKETTS, husband and wife, and
EILEEN C. HERDINA, BERNADINE
PEARCE, MARILYN T. STRINGFELLOW,
FLORENCE H. DOUGHERTY and SARAH V.
USELTON, individuals,
Defendants

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 4,1)

n T,
| hereby certify that on the _& day of j MW , ZOOﬁ a

true and correct copy of the Answers to Interrogatories Directed to Defendants
Herdina, Pearce, Stringfellow, Dougherty and Uselton was sent by regular U. S. mail
to: :

Attorney for Defendant, Luanne H. Ricketts:
Kim C. Kesner, Esquire

212 South Second Street

Clearfield, PA 16830

Attorney for Plaintiff, Ardent Resources, Inc.
James A. Naddeo, Esquire

P. O. Box 552

Clearfield, PA 16830

Laurance B. Seaman, Esquire
Attorney for Defendants, Herdina, Pearce,
Stringfellow, Dougherty and Uselton




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL DIVISION

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.
a corporation,
Plaintiff
vSs. No. 06 - 1912 - CD
Bill A, Ricketts and Luane
H. Ricketts, husband and
wife; and Eileen C. Herdina,
Bernadine Pearce, Marilyn T.
Stringfellow, Florence H.
Dougherty and Sarah V.
Uselton, individuals,
Defendants.

Type of Pleading:

PRAECIPE TO LIST
FOR TRIAL

Filed on behalf of:
Plaintiff

Counsel of Record for
this party:

James A. Naddeo, Esqg.
Pa I.D. 06820

207 E. Market Street
P.0. Box 552
Clearfield, PA 16830
(814) 765-1601

FILED 2(Cp,

c1§:3<5¢n\

JAN 08 20@
William A. Sha

Prothonotary/Clerk of Courts
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON.PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL DIVISION

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.
a corporation,
Plaintiff
vsS. No. 06 - 1912 - CD
Bill A, Ricketts and Luane
H. Ricketts, husband and
wife; and Eileen C. Herdina,
Bernadine Pearce, Marilyn T.
Stringfellow, Florence H.
Dougherty and Sarah V.
Uselton, individuals,
‘ Defendants.

* % ok ok X % % 2 X % X % X X

PRAECIPE TO LIST FOR TRIAL

TO THE PROTHONOTARY :

Please place the above-captioned matter on the next
list for trial. 1In support thereof I certify the following:

1. There ére no Motions outstanding.

2. Discovery has been'completed and the case is ready
for trial.

3. The case is to be heard by jury.

4. Notice of the Praecipe has been given to opposing
counsel. |

5. The time for trial is estimated at one-half (1/2)

day.

Oamu, () Aaddir

ames A. Naddeo, Esquire
ttorney for Plaintiff

Date: January 8, 2009




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

CIVIL DIVISION

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.
a corporation,
Plaintiff

vs.

Bill A, Ricketts and Luane
H. Ricketts, husband and
wife; and Eileen C. Herdina,
Bernadine Pearce, Marilyn T.
Stringfellow, Florence H.
Dougherty and Sarah V.
Uselton, individuals,
Defendants.

* % % % % % % X ok F X X A %

No. 06 - 1912 - CD

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, James A. Naddeo,

Esquire,

do hereby certify that a

certified copy of Praecipe to List For Trial was served on the

following and in the following manner on the 8th day of January,

2009:

First-Class Mail,

Postage Prepaid

Laurance B. Seaman, Esqg.
GATES & SEAMAN

Two North Front Street
P.0O. Box 846

Clearfield, PA 16830

Kim C. Kesner, Esqg.
212 South Second Street
Clearfield, Pa 16830

NADDEO & LEWIS, LLC

By .
Jagmes A. Naddeo
Attorney for Plaintiff




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY,

PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL DIVISION
ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.
a corporation
Vs. : No. 06-1912-CD

BILL A. RICKETTS AND LUANE H.
RICKETTS, husband and wife; and EILEEN C.
HERDINA, BERNADINE PEARCE, MARILYN
T. STRINGFELLOW, FLORENCE H.
DOUGHERTY AND SARAH V. USELTON,
individuals

ORDER
AND NOW, this l 9\ day of January, 2009, it is the Order of the
Court that a pre-trial conference in the above-captioned matter shall be and is

hereby scheduled for Thursday, March 12, 2009 at 9:30 A.M. in Judges

Chambers, Clearfield County Courthouse, Clearfield, PA.
Additionally, Jury Selection in this matter shall be and is hereby
scheduled for April 2, 2009 at 9:00 am. in Courtroom No. 1 of the Clearfield

County Courthouse, Clearfield, Pennsylvania.

BY THE COURT:

ED ey, S

9 osner . FREJPRIC J. AMMERMAN

9 William A. Staw Seamoi Pregident Judge
Prothonotary/Clerk|of Courts @
O

s )
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ARDENT RESOURCES, INC. a corporation,

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

CIVIL DIVISION

No. 06-1912-CD
Plaintiff

VS.

BILL A. RICKETTS AND LUANE H. RICKETTS, *
husband and wife: and EILEEN C. HERDINA, *
BERNADINE PEARCE, MARILYN T. *
STRINGFELLOW, FLORENCE H. DOUGHERTY *
AND SARAH V. USELTON, individuals, *

Defendants

ORDER

AND NOW, this 12" day of March. 2009, following Pre-Trial Conference among

counsel and the Court, it is the ORDER of this Court as follows:

1. The parties agree that the case will proceed non-jury. Therfore, the case

is hereby removed from the previously scheduled jury selection date of

April 2, 2009

2. Counsel for the Defendants will file any stipulations of fact with the record

by no later than June 1, 2009. If the parties then agree that the legal
issues relative the title to the gas rights can be decided based upon the
stipulations and documents to be presented to the Court, they will then

request a date for submission of briefs and oral arguments; and

3. If ultimately the parties do not agree on submitting the issues to the Court

by stipulation, then counsel shall request that a date for non-jury trial be

set.

BY THE COURT,

EDRIC J{AJIMERMAN
President Judge

< /'1
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL ACTION - LAW

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.,
a corporation, :
Plaintiff : [912
: . No. 2006-1921-CD
Vs.
Type of Case: Civil
BILL A. RICKETTS and LUANE H.
RICKETTS, husband and wife;
and EILEEN C. HERDINA,
BERNADINE PEARCE, MARILYN T.
STRINGFELLOW, FLORENCE H.
DOUGHERTY and SARAH V.
USELTON, individuals, :
Defendants : Type of Pleading: SUPPLEMENTAL
: ANSWERS TO INTERROGATORIES
DIRECTED TO DEFENDANTS HERDINA,
PEARCE, STRINGFELLOW, DOUGHERTY
USELTON

:Filed on behalf of Defendants:
:Herdina, Pearce, Stringfellow,
:Dougherty and Uselton

:Counsel of Record for this Party:
: Laurance B. Seaman, Esq.

Supreme Court No.: 19620

GATES & SEAMAN
Attorneys at law

Two North Front Street
P. O. Box 846
Clearfield, PA 16830
(814) 765-1766

FILEDs.
MAR 18 2009

William A. Shaw
erothonotary/Clerk of Courts




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL ACTION - LAW

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.,
a corporation,
Plaintiff

-Vs- : No. 2006-1912-CD

BILL A. RICKETTS and LUANE H.
RICKETTS, husband and wife, and
EILEEN C. HERDINA, BERNADINE
PEARCE, MARILYN T. STRINGFELLOW,
FLORENCE H. DOUGHERTY and SARAH V.
USELTON, individuals,

Defendants

SUPPLEMENT ANSWERS TO INTERROGATORIES
DIRECTED TO DEFENDANTS HERDINA,
PEARCE, STRINGFELLOW, DOUGHERTY AND USELTON

The following Interrogatory numbers are supplemented as follows:

1. Defendant, Florence H. Dougherty, who died February 16, 2008, by item IV
of her Last Will and Testament, dated November 28, 2006, a photocopy of which is
attached as Exhibit “A”, devised her interest in the property in question, as a part
of her Residuary Estate, as follows:

A. Sixteen percent (16%) to Linda Potter, per stirpes, 45 Jackson Drive,
Acton, MA 01720; '

B. Sixteen percent (16%) to Paula Stringfellow, per stirpes, 601 Countryside
Dr., Louisburg, KS 66053;

C. Eleven percent (11%) to Robert Harry Sr., should he not survive me, his
share shall go to his spouse, should she not survive, this share shall be divided per
stirpes among their issue, 714 Iverness Dr., West Chester, PA 19380;

D. Eleven percent (11%) to Cecelia Harry, per stirpes, 5151 Paseo Pico, Yorba
Linda, CA 92887;




E. Eleven percent (11%) to Bernadine Pierce, per stirpes, P. O. Box 1623,
Abingdon, VA 24212;

F. Eleven percent (11%) to Eileen Herdina, per stirpes, 205 W. Jones Street,
Savannah, GA 31401; and '

G. Twenty-four percent (24%) to Ann M. Harry, 2825 Sedge Grass Trail, Stow,
OH 44224,

6. Sara McAlister, a/k/a Sarah McAlister, died 6/10/41 at Cleveland, Ohio,
survived by three (3) children, Charles, William and Esther; however, her daughters,
Emeline and Mary Ella, predeceased her.

~ Mary Ella Salisbury Adams died (not known where or when) survived by her
husband, William Adams, two daughters of that marriage, Catherine Lucille
Schumacher and Defendant, Sarah Virginia Uselton, and one daughter, Dorothy
Salisbury, fathered by Ralph Salisbury. Defendant, Sarah Virginia Uselton, was
preceded in death by her husband, Mark Uselton, who died December 15, 1995.

It should be noted that in Attachment No. 2 to Plaintiff’s Answers to First Set
of Interrogatories from Defendant, Luanne H. Ricketts, the listing of the living heirs
of Eileen C. Ferguson Herdina as John J. Herdina and Mark A. Herdina is incomplete,
since Eileen C. Herdina also has four (4) other children, Joseph John Herdina, Mary
Beth Barnes, Stephen Anthony Herdina and Julia Anne Mueller.

Supplemental Answers Submitted by:

GATES & SE
" By:

Laurance B. Seaman, Esquire
Date: /M// ﬂh ‘3/ FEY 57 Attorney for Herdina, Pearce,
4 Stringfellow, Dougherty and Uselton




LAST WILL AND TESTAMZ@ @8 ES @ @ 3 1 2

OF
FLORENCE H. DOUGHERTY

I, FLORENCE H. DOUGHERTY, of Akron, Ohio being of full age, of sound mind
+ and memory, and not under restraint, do make, publish, and declare this to be my Last Will and
Testament, hereby revoking any and all Wills and Codicils heretofore made by me.

ITEM I- PAYMENT OF DEBTS AND TAXES

My Executor shall pay from the principal of my residuary estate all debts, claims, costs,
and expenses as provided by law. My Executor shall also pay from the principal ¢f my residuary
estate all taxes, state and federal, levied or imposed by reason of my death, including interest and
penalties thereon, if any, regardless of whom the same may be assessed against or chargeable to,
and shall not seek reimbursement or contribution from any person or property.

ITEM II - SPECIFIC BEQUEST - TANGIBLE PERSONAL PROPERTY

I give, devise, and specifically bequeath all of my tangible personal property,
including but not limited to jewelry, clothing, and furniture, to ANNA JONES. Should the above
named beneficiary not survive me, then this specific bequests shall lapse and be of no effect.

ITEM III - SPECIFIC BEQUESTS

I hereby give and bequeath the following specific sums to the following organizations or
individuals as hereinafter provided:

(A) HUMANE SOCIETY OF GREATER AKRON, the sum of Five
Hundred Dollars ($500.00), absolutely.

®B) HUMANE SOCIETY OF STARK COUNTY ANIMAL SEELTER,
the sum of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00), absolutely.

(C) AFRICAN WILDLIFE FOUNDATION, the sum of Five Hundred
Dollars (§500.00), absolutely.

(D) DEFENDERS OF WILDLIFE, the sum of Five Hundred Dollars
($500.00), absolutely. .

(E)  WILDERNESS SOCIETY, the sum of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00),
absolutely.

e

Testator's Initials: Date: _/L/ _ég /06
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(F)

(&)

)

AUDUBON SOCIETY, the sum of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00),
absolutely.

ST. FRANCIS DE SALES CHURCH, the sum of Two Thousand
Dollars ($2,000.00), absolutely.

QUEEN OF HEAVEN CHURCH - Building Fund, the sum of Three
Thousand Dollars ($3,000.00), absolutely.

UNIVERSITY OF AKRON - COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, the sum
of Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00), absolutely.

BETSY PIERCE, my Niece the sum of Five Thousand Dollars

($5,000.00). Should Betsy not survive me, then this bequest shall lapse
and be of no effect.

ITEM IV - ALL PROPERTY

All the rest, residue, and remainder of my estate, which T may now own 6r hereafter
acquire of every nature, description and kind, I hereby give, devise, and bequeath to be divided
and distributed as follows:

(A)
®)
- ©

D)

(G)

Sixteen percent (16%) to LINDA POTTER, per stirpes,
Sixteen percent (16%) to PAULA STR]NGF ELLOW, per stirpes,

Eleven percent (11%) to ROBERT HARRY SR., should he not survive me, his
share shall go to his spouse; should she not survive, this share shall be divided per

stirpes among their issue,

Eleven percent (11%) to CECELIA HARRY, per stirpes,

Eleven percent (11%) to EILEEN HERDINA, per stirpes, and

Twenty-four percent (24%) to ANN M. HARRY.

ITEM V - EXECUTOR: POWERS AND DUTIES

A. Nomination of Executor. I nominate, ANN M. HARRY, of Stow, Ohio, as Executor
of this my Last Will and Testament. If ANN M. HARRY dies, resigns, or for any reason fails or
ceases to serve as the Executor, I nominate WILLIAM STRINGFELLOW, of the State of

T
Testator's Initials: Date: /[ /28106
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- Kansas, as such Executor. I request that any Executor named herein be permitted to serve

without bond.

B. Rights, Powers, and Duties. My Executor shall have, in addition to those powers
conferred by law, the following rights, powers, and duties to be exercised without court approval

" or other authority as my Executor deems best:

1. Rights Over Property. To receive, retain, sell, exchange, invest, and reinvest in
any property, real and personal, and any additions or substitutions thereof, without being limited
by investment restrictions, statutory or judicial. To exercise stock and other options and rights
belonging to my estate; to borrow money from the Executor or others, including the right to
borrow funds for the purpose of exercising options; to mortgage and pledge property; to
compromise, arbitrate, settle, or release claims of or against my estate; to distribute in cash or in
kind; to lease for any term or perpetually; to collect rents, repair, improve, insure, and manage
real estate; to employ and compensate out of estate funds, agents and attomeys; and to execute
proxies, powers of attorney, consents, agreements, and all other instruments.

2. Elections. To elect the valuation date for estate tax purposes and to elect to
take deductions on estate or income tax returns (with a right but no duty to make adjustments), as
may produce the best over-all benefits to all my beneficiaries.

3. Tax Returns. To join in or consent to income and gift tax returns filed with or
by my spouse or my spouse's estate, although it may increase my estate's liabilities and to allocate
to my estate or my spouse or my spouses estate or apportion between them any tax, interest, and
penalty due thereon and any credit or refund due from any joint return filed by me or my estate,
all with no duty to obtain consideration.

4. Ancillary Administration. If in the course of the administration of my estate it
becomes necessary or advisable to have an ancillary administration of my estate and my Executor
is unable or is unwilling to-act as ancillary administrator, my Executor shall select as such
ancillary administrator such individual, bank, or trust company as my Executor shall determine
(and such determination shall not be subject to question by any beneficiary hereunder or any
other person); such ancillary administrator shall serve without bond and shall have all of the
rights, powers, and duties, and immunities hereir. conferred upon my Executor.

ITEM VI - OVERRIDING PROVISIONS

A. Captions. As used throughout this Instrument, any Item, paragraph, or other
captions are inserted for convenience only and shall not be considered a part of or affect the
construction or interpretation of any of the provisions of this Instrument.

B. Survivorship. For purposes of Items II through IV of this my Last Will and
Testament, any beneficiary under such items shall be deemed to have survived me, if at all, only
if such beneficiary survives me by more than sixty (60) days.

a7

Testator's Initials: - Date: /[ /2306
' Page 3 of 4




&

¢
]

—arey
L

%,ﬂ Printed Name

C. Construction. As used throughout this Instrument, unless the context clearly

. " indicates to the contrary, all pronouns shall be construed so as to refer to the masculine, feminine,
neuter, singular or plural form thereof as the identity of the persons and the situation may require,

and the singular includes the plural and the plural includes the singular.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, 1 have signed this instrument consisting of four (4) pages
which I declare to be my Last Will and Testament at Green, Ohio, this day of November 2% |,
2006.

%_}31‘;}, D, p——

7N = L

FLORIQZNCE H.DOU

This Last Will and Testament was signed by the said FLORENCE H. DOUGHERTY in
our sight and presence and was by her declared to us to be her Last Will and Testament, she in
our opinicn being of fizll age, of sound mind and memory, and not under restraint. At her
request, in her presence, in the presence of each other, we hereunto subscribe our names as
attesting witnesses at Green , Ohio, this day of November A% , 2006.

Witness N
Address 3406 Waterside Dr

Signature N .

Paul L. Miller Akron. OH 44319
Printed Name
Witness #2:

(o A % 3 Address 1940 Greensbure Rd

Signlature o

Lorene A. Filing : North Canton, OH 44720
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VERIFICATION
The undersigned verifies that she is one of the Defendants in the within
action, and that the statements made in the foregoing document are true and
correct to the best of her knowledge, information and belief. The undersigned
understands that false statements made herein are subject to the penalties of 18

Pa. C.S.A. § 4904 relating to unsworn falsification to authorities.

éiéé;%p '@-7@M

Eileen C. Herdina

Date: %ﬁ/\/ 9,209




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL ACTION - LAW

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.,
a corporation,
Plaintiff

-Vs- ' : No. 2006-1912-CD

BILL A. RICKETTS and LUANE H.
RICKETTS, husband and wife, and
EILEEN C. HERDINA, BERNADINE
PEARCE, MARILYN T. STRINGFELLOW,
FLORENCE H. DOUGHERTY and SARAH V.
USELTON, individuals,

Defendants

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

| hereby certify that on the /2—day of [N .eret , 2009, a true and
correct copy of the Supplemental Answers to Interrogatories Directed to Defendant

Herdina, Pearce, Stringfellow, Dougherty and Uselton was SW
to: Hand de/livere

Attorney for Defendant, Luane H. Ricketts:
Kim C. Kesner, Esquire

212 South Second Street

Clearfield, PA 16830

Attorney for Plaintiff, Ardént Resources, Inc.

James A, Naddeo, Esquire
Gates & S

P. 0. Box 552

"Clearfield, PA 16830
Laurance B. Seaman, Esquire
Attorney for Defendants, Herdina, Pearce,
Stringfellow, Dougherty and Uselton




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF
CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL DIVISION

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.
a corporation,
Plaintiff

Vs.
BILL A RICKETTS and LUANNE H.

RICKETTS, husband and wife; and
EILEEN C. HERDINA, BERNADINE

PEARCE, MARILYN T. STRINGFELLOW:

FLORENCE H. DOUGHERTY and
SARAH V. USELTON, individuals
Defendants

No. 2006-1912-CD

Type of Pleading:
STIPULATIONS FILED 1 Ry
L( 6_’63'70/"\
; NUN -1 2008 (o
. William A. Shaw
Filed on Behalf of;
Prothonotary/Clerk
DEFENDANTS o oroenitlerkof Courts

Counsel of Record for This Party:

Kim C. Kesner, Esquire
Supreme Court No. 28307
212 South Second Street
Clearfield, PA 16830
(814) 765-1706

Laurance B. Seaman, Esquire
Supreme Court No. 19620

2 North Front Street
Clearfield, PA 16830

(814) 765-1766

Other Counsel of Record:

James A. Naddeo, Esquire
207 East Market Street
Clearfield, PA 16830
(814) 765-1601




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF
CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL DIVISION
ARDENT RESOURCES, INC. : No. 2006-1912-CD
a corporation, :
Plaintiff
Vs.
BILL A RICKETTS and LUANNE H.
RICKETTS, husband and wife; and
EILEEN C. HERDINA, BERNADINE :
PEARCE, MARILYN T. STRINGFELLOW:
FLORENCE H. DOUGHERTY and

SARAH V. USELTON, individuals
Defendants

STIPULATIONS

AND NOW, comes Luanne H. Ricketts by her counsel, Kim C. Kesner, Esquire, and
Eileen C. Herdina, Bernadine Pearce, Marilyn T. Stringfellow, Florence H. Dougherty, and
Sarah V. Uselton by their counsel, Laurance B. Seaman, Esquire, who enter into the following
Stipulations of Fact and agree to this Court’s reliance upon them for its entry of Findings of

Fact without further proof.
1. Defendant Luanne H. Ricketts (“Mrs. Ricketts”) resides on two (2) parcels of real
estate consisting of approximately 235 acres in Jordan Township, Clearfield County, (“Ricketts

Farm”).




(1)

2. Mrs. Ricketts and her husband, Bill A. Ricketts (now deceased), acquired the Farm
from Bill’s parents in 1973. (See Exhibit No. 1, Deed dated January 15, 1973, from John W.
and Catherine Ricketts at Clearfield County Deed Book Volume 616, Page 220.) The parcel
described as THE SECOND THEREOF in Exhibit No. 1 contains 100 acres and it is the
ownership of the oil and gas under this 100 acres which is the subject of this Declaratory
Judgment Action. (hereafter “100 Acre Parcel”)

3. Bill’s parents acquired the 100 Acre Parcel in 1955 (See Exhibit No. 2, Deed dated
August 22, 1955, from Ralph and Edith Diehl at Clearfield County Deed Book 445, Page 29.)

4. The title to the Ricketts Farm derives through two (2) chains of title, including one
for a parcel consisting of 100 acres (“100 Acre Parcel™).

5. The chain of title for the 100 Acre Parcel derives through John McAllister who
acquired the parcel (then described as 124 acres and 59 perches) in 1882 (See Exhibit 3, Deed
at Clearfield County Deed Book Volume 38, Page 399).

6. The 100 Acre Parcel is presently assessed as “100 A SURF.” and identified by
Clearfield County Assessment Map No. 120-G16-2. (See Exhibit 4, current Assessment Card.)

7. John McAllister was first assessed by Clearfield County for real estate tax purposes
with “100” acres in 1856. There is no indication in the assessment records of his source of title
prior to the 1882 deed. (See Exhibit 5, 1856 Assessment record).

8. This assessment appears consistent and continuous until 1914. (See Exhibit 6, 1913
Assessment record).

9. In 1914, assessment reéords indicate the property was transferred to Mrs. Michael

Smith. (See Exhibit 7, 1914 Assessment record).




10. John McAllister died testate in Ashville, Cambria County on January 19, 1913.

11. His Will (which identified him as John McAlister (sic)) was probated in Cambria
County at Estate File 9722 (See Exhibit 8).

12. His Will contains the following dispositive provision for the 100 Acre Parcel:

Fourth: 1 will and bequeath to my Daughter, Mary Smith, all the Surface Land
being 130 acres of the Fagan farm and # 1000 00 dollars the coal under said farm

Excepted with usual Mining Rights and Privileges.

13. The “Fagan Farm” refers to the 100 Acre Parcel as John McAllister’s title derived
through Michael Fagan. (See Exhibit 9 and 10, Deed from Joseph D. Drunken, et al to Michael
Fagan, Deed Book T, Page 305; and deed from Michael Fagan and his wife to Henry Swan, et
al, Deed Book GG, Page 197.

14. The third paragraph of John McAllister’s Will provides:

Third: T will and bequeath to my Son, John McAllister, Y of the coal right in
the Fagan Farm situate in Jordan Township, Clearfield County, Pennsylvania.

15. Mary Smith was married to Michael Smith who died a resident of Half Moon
Township, Centre County, on January 14, 1930.

16. The Ricketts title for the 100 Acre Parcel then derives through a 1937 deed from
the Treasurer of Clearfield County to the Clearfield County Commissioners for unpaid 1932,
1933, 1934, and 1935 taxes of property “consisting of 100 acres surface situate in the Townsh{p
of Jordan purporting to be owned and assessed in the name of Mrs. Michael Smith.” (See
Exhibit 11: Deed dated December 31, 1937, Clearfield County Deed Book Volume 441, Page

168).




17. In 1943, the County Commissioners then sold lands in Jordan Township
“containing 100 A Surf and sold as the property of Mrs. Michael Smith...” to John C. Diehl,
the Ricketts predecessor in title. (See Exhibit 12: Deed dated August 23, 1943, Clearfield
County Deed Book Volume 441, Page 170).

18. In 1945, John C. Diehl, widower, conveyed to Joseph Radomsky, et al, the interest
he had acquired in the 100 Acre Parcel by Exhibit 12. (See Exhibit 13, Deed dated May 12,
1945 at Clearfield County Deed Book Volume 368, Page 253.).

19. In 1949, Joseph Radomsky, et al, conveyed to John C. Diehl the interest they had
acquired in the 100 Acre Parcel by Exhibit 13. (See Exhibit 14, Deed dated December 19,
1949 at Clearfield County Deed Book Volume 441, Page 171.).

20. In 1954, John C. Diehl conveyed to Ralph Diehl the interest he had acqgired in the
100 Acre Parcel by Exhibit 14. (See Exhibit 15, Deed dated November 1, 1954 at Clearfield
County Deed Book Volume 441, Page 174.)

21. Bill Ricketts’ parents entered into an Oil and Gas lease with Inter-America Energy,
dated May 2, 1975. (See Exhibit 16, Oil and Gas Lease, dated May 2, 1975 at Clearfield
County Deed Book 197, Page 578.).

22. A well was drilled on the parcel identified as THE FIRST THEREOF in Exhibit 1
by authority of Exhibit 16, said well being identified as GW-22252. (See Exhibit 17, Well
Location Plat showing the Ricketts Farm outlined in yellow and the 100 Acre Parcel outlined in
pink.) .

23. The Ricketts had executed a'previous lease dated April 28, 1954, with New York

State Natural Gas Corporation for only the 100 Acre Parcel (See Exhibit 18: Lease dated April




28, 1954 from John W. and Catherine Ricketts to New York State Natural Gas Corporation,
Clearfield County Book 93, Page 306.)

24. On December 14, 2004, Plaintiff Ardent Resources, Inc. entered into a lease with
Mrs. Ricketts and her husband for the Ricketts Farm. (See Exhibit 19: Memorandum of Oil
and Gas Lease dated December 14, 2004 between Bill A. and Luanne M. Ricketts and Ardent
Resources, Inc., Clearfield County Instrument No. 200501583; and Exhibit 20, (Unrecorded)
Lease dated December 14, 2004.)

25. John A. McAlister who died testate January 19, 1913, a resident of
Ashville, Cambria County, Pennsylvania, was the father of John McAlister, a/k/a John
McAllister, who died intestate March 17, 1913, a resident of Clearfield Borough, Clearfield
County, Pennsylvania. John McAlister (DOD - 3/17/1913) was survived only by his widow,
Sara McAlister and children, Emeline Dougherty, Ella Adams, a’k/a Mary Ella Adams, Esther
McAlister, Charles McAlister and William McAlister. (See Exhibit 21, Clearfield County
Estate File No. 6012.).

26. Defendant, Sarah Virginia Uselton, daughter of Mary Ella McAlister Adams
[daughter of John McAlister (DOD — 3/17/1913)], and her only surviving heir when this case
was started (Sara since died 2/16/2008), was vested with Mary Ella’s entire interest in the
Estate of her father, John McAlister (DOD - 3/17/1913).

27. Paul Dougherty who died in 1573 was a half brother to Defendants, Marilyn
Stringfellow, Bernadine Pearce and Eileen Herdina, being a son of Emeline McAlister

Dougherty, and was survived by his wife, Defendant, Florence H. Dougherty, who died March




22, 2008, after this case started.- (See Exhibit 22, Last Will and Testaméﬁt of Florence H.
Dougherty).

28. Defendants, Eileen C. Herdina, Bernadine Pearce, Marilyn T. Stringfellow, and
Florence H. Dougherty (when this case was started), were daughters and daughter-in-law
(Florence), the only living heirs of Emeline McAlister Dougherty Ferguson, who was a
daughter of John McAlister (DOD — 3/17/1913), and were then vested with Emeline’s entire
interest in the Estate of her father, John McAlister (DOD - 3/17/1913).

29. There may be other surviving heirs of John A. McAlister (DOD — 1/19/1913), who
may be Martin S. McAllister, a/k/a Martin S. McAlister, Mary Smith, Nancy Litz, the children
of Emeline DeWitt, John DeWitt and Mary DeWitt, and the heirs, personal representatives and
assigns of all of the above, whose existence and addresses are unknown.

30. Plaintiff,” Ardent Resources, Inc., entered into an Oil and Gas Lease with
Defendants, Eileen C. Ferguson Herdina, Marilyn T. Ferguson Stringfellow, Sarah Virginia
Adams Uselton, and Florence H. Dougherty for the 100 Acre Parcel. (See Exhibit 23, Oil and
Gas Lease dated August 1, 2006 at Clearfield County Instrument No. 200709055).

31. Esther McAlister Isham, daughter of John McAlister (DOD-3/17/1913) acquired
the interest of Fred J. Thompson and Doris D. Thompson in the coal rights under the 100 Acre
Parcel and she is currently assessed with 100 acres coal rights by Clearfield County Assessment
Map No. 120-G16-2. (See Exhibit 24, Deed dated December 21, 1949 from Fred J. Thompson,
Jr. and Doris D. Thompson to Esther Isham (sic Esther Tham) at Clearfield County Deed Book

403, Page 42, and Exhibit 25, current assessment card.).




32. Esther McAlister Isham died intestate a widow with no children, 5/24/1980, a
resident of Cleveland, Cuyéhoga County, Ohio, and her Estate passed 10% each to named heirs
(all grandchildren of John McAlister (DOD - 3/17/1913). (See Exhibit 26, Certificate of
Transfer from Probate Court of Cuyahoga County, Ohio.).

33. Charles McAlister, son of John McAlister (DOD - 3/17/1913) died intestate never
married and never had any children.

34. William McAlister, son of John McAlister (DOD — 3/17/1913) died intestate a
widower survived by only a daughter, Billie Jen McAlister, who died intestate never married
and never had any children.

35. Defendants stipulate to the admission of the above Exhibits.

36. Kim C. Kesner, Esquire and Laurance B. Seaman, Esquire each reserve the right to

supplement these Stipulations prior to the submission of Briefs with the consent of the other.

A ot D

Kim C. Kesner, Esquire Laurance B. Seaman, Esquire

Attorney, for Defendant, ' Attorney for Defendants, Eileen C. Herdina

Luanne H. Ricketts Bernadine Pearce, Marilyn T. Stringfellow,
Florence H. Dougherty and Sarah V.
Uselton

Date: 6/' /aoo? Date: __ (> // ,/7 0T
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in the yoer ninctocn fumdred end Seventy Three ’ .
Between JoHN W, RICKETTS and KATHRYN RICKETTS, his wife, of the
Township of Jordan, County of Clz2arfield and State of Pennsylvania
hereinafter called the GRANTORS,

AND

BILL A RICKETTS and LUANNE H. RICKETTS, his wife, of the Village of
Bexrwindale, County of Clearfield and State of Pennsylvania, &s ten—
ants by the entireties, hereinafter called the GRANTEES, ..

Hitueagetl), 7het in considerationo!.  the sum of TWELVE THOUSAND ($12,000.00)

g “Dallars,
in hand paid, the seceipt whereof is hereby ackvowledjed, the said grentocs  do Bereby grant
and convey to the said grentoos, their heirs and assigns, °

All those two certain parcels situate in the Township of Jordan,
County of Clearfield and State of Pennsylvania, bounded and described

as follows.:

THE FIRST THEREOF:

BEGIENING at a post corner of James Gilligam's land;
thence South, Fifty Two degrees, West, One nnndred
Twenty Six pexches, more or less, to a

thence by line of tract warranted to John Bn.nnem.
South, Thirty Eight degrees, East, One Hundred Sixty
Eight perches, wmore or less, to a post; thence by
Michoel Fagan®s land, North, Fifty Two degrees, East,
One Hundred Twenty Six perches, more or less, to a
post: thence by said Gilligan's land, North, Thirty
Eight degrees, West, One Hundred Sixty Eight perches,
more or less, to the beginning.

Containing One Hundred Thirty Two Acres and Forty
Eight perches and the usual allowances. Excepting
and Reserving Thirty Six acres.and Eighty Two ‘

- perches sold and conveyed to J. C. Weiss by deed
dated December 10, 1915 and recorded in Deed Book
No. 212 at page 64. Leaving a residue of Minety
Five Acres and One Bundred Twenty Six poles.

EXCEPTING and RESERVING all the coal and otherxr
minerals lying or being in or upon the above described
premises, together with mining rights, surface privi-
leges and waivers of damages as heretofore conveyed to
Michael Gilligan, widower, .to Andrew Kemnedy by deed
dated Septembexr 6, 1954 and recorded in Deed Book 160,

Page 180.

|  EXHIBIT ;
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- ALSO EXCEPTING and RESERVING tiumber as conveyed in” .
< agreement from Michael Gilligan to Andrew Kennedy o
dated March 1, 1904 ahd recorded in Deed Book' 203 Tt
: - at page 383, 2nd as reserved in deed from Michael
‘Gilligan to George H. Zimmeruan, dated May 2, 191
and recorded in Deed Book 215, page 200, ° .

; EXCEPTING and RESERWING from the above described
premises all that parcel conveyed by the Grantors

to Williem Scott Gallaher and Narie Rickets ‘Gallaher,

and intended to be recoxded. T .

BEING the same premises which John Gallaher et ux.

granted and conveyed to John W. Ricketts and Kathryn
Ricketts, the Grantors herein by deed dated Octoberxr

28, 1952 and recorded in the Office of the Recorder

of Deeds of Clearfield County m Deed Book 424, page 3

. 616. .

3 ALSO EXCEPTING AND HESERVING unto the Grantors,
. ' : John W. Riiketts and Kathryn Ricketts, for the

‘ remdinder of their natural 1ives, all of the oil
; and gas, including the oil and gas bearing stratas
: in the above described preuises, providing, however,
}» that should there be production of oil and gas from
the premises herein conveyed, the proceeds from sach
X production shall be givided equally betwveen the
Grantors and the Granig@fett the deaths of John W.
Ricketts and Kothryn/ the 6514 oil and gas, including
oil and gas bearing stratas shall be vested in Bill A.
Ricketts and Luanne H. Ricketts, their heirs and

agsigns, forever. :

THE SECOND THEREOF 3

REGINRINEG at a stone corner 4n a small run; thence
: by lands of John W. Ricketts, North 55 degrees s1
e, : minutes East, 2128.24 feet to a post and cormer on
’ : ' the Dickerman line; thence 2long the Dickerman lime,
South, 35 degrees 9 minutes East, 2211 feet to 2 post
and corner; thence South 55 degrees 51 minutes West,
' 21268.24 feet to a post and corner; thence North, 35
: degrees 09 minutes East, 2211 feet to a stone and

ran o s b rartn 1.

. . corner and place of beginning. One Eundred (100)
acres of surface this peed is intended to convey

surface only?

X All mineral rights are reserved as fully 2s in
o ! formexr deeds. .

] ’ BEING the same premises which Ralph Diehl et ux
granted and conveyed to John W. Ricketts and
Kothryn Dicketts, the Grantors herein, by deed
| : dated August 22, 1955 and appearing of recoxd
oy jin the Office of the Recorder of peeds of

: clearfield County in Deed Book 445, Page 29.
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NOTICE °

« In accordance with the provisions of “The Bituminous Mine Subsidence and Land
. Conséervation Act of 1966%, 1 ‘we, the undersigned grantée/grantecs, hereby certify that
1 /e kmow and understand that I we may not be obtaining the right of protection against
subsidence resulting from coal mining operations and that the purchased property mey be
protected from demage due to mine subsidence by a private contract with the owners of the
economic interest in the coal. I we further certify that thic certificaticn is ia a color con-
trasting with that in the deed proper and is printed in twelve point type preceded by the
word “notice” printed in twenty-four point type. . :

THIS DOCUMENT MAY NOT SELL., CONVEY, TRANSFER, INCLUDE OR INSURE THE YIYIE TO THE
COAL AND RIGHT OF SUFPORT UNDERNEATH THE SURFACE LAND DESCRIBED OR REFFREED YO HERE-
IN, AND THE OWNER OB OWNEES OF SUCH COAL MAY HAVE THE COMFLETE LEGAL EIGHT Y0 REXIOVE
ALL OF §UCH COAL AND, IN THAT CONNECTION, DAMAGE MAY RESULY 70 THE SURFACE OF THE LAND
AND ANY HOUSE, BUILDING OR OTHER STRUCTURE ON OR IN SUCH LAND. THE INCLUSION OF THIS
NOTICE DOES NOT ENXLARGE, RESTRICT OR MODIFY ANY LEGAL RIGHYS OB ESTAYES OTEERWISE
CREATED, TRANSFERBED, EXCEPTED OR RESERVED BY THIS INSTRUMENT. (This Notice 5 set forh
pursuant to Act No. 253, approved September 10, 1965, a5 aroended.)

This is a conveyance from parents to son and daughter-in-law and is
not subject to the provisions of the Pennsylvania Realty Transfer Tax.
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And hesaid granfors will Specially  Farramt and Foreuer ari-nli:i )ﬁn M
ereby cmveyod. , e AC

o wituess wierpal, said grantos bnvebaumtocd theixr Iaads uhnasan
day and year first above-writicn. o

Seated ansd detivered it tiye grecesce of
Qertificate of Restdenre
1 hereby certify, that the precice gesidence of the granfee . Berein i3 as follows:
Village of Bervinsdale, Penna. { R. D. Irvons, z), . Q : 5 : ; . ’

Gommmunvalth of Peruylomits
mmﬁ_mmxm@_._}m

Onthis,the 17 digof January 19 73 beforomo Felen C. Shank, WP
tho ndessigned oficer, persanally appoaced.  JORI W. BICKETTS and KATEEVH RICKETTS,
mmm(amxmwmumpm S whoseo name § /Uictibed to the within

mmem.mfeubnwldgddut . they have Mﬂnmﬂw&emw

fa‘nm'md. ‘,“'. <
A

Y mquxnaor 1mm~:wmm wotu-m
R My Comminloo Evpires JaRe 74 1975

On tlis, the day of 19 ,beforoms

the undersigned cfficer, personally eppeared
knoen to me (ar sstisfactorily proven) to bo the poron  whose pame subscribed €0 the within
wmmmum executed the seme for the purpase thercin
i ) .
IN WITNESS wummr,;mm»:whadd . oscl.

My Commissions Expires

ArEpAVIT N0 SE2E

Ertered of w;._go;él&_ 1973, M ﬂm

M omman
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Beed,

XSSV xi f_//’((’ A )’(J ‘/ heirs and assigns, ///%MJ

‘J-?L-.[(ft / /(/ul//( A d /cuuz/u[ CZLL&//&/H led s #///Lw/éo

AR GR (Cra L one %(czw/ud/ cod 04 Z‘{ /.oM{ /LuM(W’m

™ , herarit ts e anpurt

RS UL cad 3

V"'l\\\t ix(v-.(jrsw%m,\ Qu_\"‘ap Lavos ot aul((&qn“/};,‘l,-'\ ‘,“’)ila/\,u,(

Ao, 33[394 T

% Fheie.

oo N ade the.. ‘ v ’{
]ﬁn Dlas., | " / R
/ .

Lord one thowsand eight hundred and.. X, 1f '{ [{/ éf/"(/
](/* 'll/ LTt \\/c./;z 2te il &S t)((nu,«, %do

gt ""4) é ///()(me}j'] [f 0’/;/";}3/[]]/1 /;*, ceed @C/zjﬂ,/ /%/-q{uww é{A}? "
/ (./ﬁu u('ud/wﬁ,(f/wr//!/,,/’( it liy, O.”/
of fhe fL t0 A part, and yzr/ 1 // Casteslir 44/[7’4 Lecen )/z’i/J /"wwwlty'
t /;, 41 f
of the 2o g0 Y purt: WNEtWesse, that the said "/f( it ﬂ/ i /: 1\1/\/&4/'( :
for and in considaration of the sum of ﬁgu f{aa/uéf 4
.l(#‘f .!)-ﬂ i Leeieful money of
of dmerien well and trudy paid by the said /M’{ L) ol The L Aeed /m/f
/ il s CL "t t '/4 Y /4 vk at -t befars the sealing anil delivery of those pr

J
s hereby mkunwlerldstl ﬁ[( L granted, bursained, sold, alioned. enfeaffed, released, (0(,.“ &l le S end confirm

these presents i [ -0 grant, bm Juin, sell, alien, enfeoff, release, Rgrrd s and conflrny unto the seid /

7]

/,(l,'?e - /ru/z/ «N/{xu(«%(z, _/zmﬂau (teeas /%,ﬁ//a%//a}.

Ar / tf su».c/< Greem & LMl al Ql./d(ut.[dl(lg Piniii
N hcu& O A((u brid ciid Celizity Xy han L it v v ALY
// SR Pt Yredye corli iaved .'7%{1(?‘/ (op 10 g ot 4

Eath tne Kigee deeded vl vl u 7//'»{. v iy v Ao
ot ﬁﬁwﬁ,/ﬂ’u o doulk B ndA - /7 %uzw/u/za/a]/u
D Ly fagd 7 dﬁ¢z»( //f[u €L /' /Uu'/x i a '(/u{ZYf/o '»(&’a ,

ﬁ//( /9/‘1*‘" 4’7 /? (unzw/: (/b(fd{44(c ()ﬂ. ﬂ/uu(/l/lj%j
ae ]%{Ay Sy ﬁe. O/._[/auj [L@fcu gled e, /r(m / L,
Na v ar A a }ue/ "(\ R dud /JC(,&MJQ “ Ly /(fznk(/r, Q%Mfg
e Jaidee ﬁu@q Feerd ('th.'c;[(J {~ /}m’%m// e f/«w}
liariiey dale % o Jz}/;u by AV 75E 7, (»l}[.&(, (/)4/4
‘9 ool /lu Os ¢ 45 ((1 d/{uﬂ 5 1 (3/ /’/ C el e llay 76 5/
ﬂ(n*(uﬂ wl‘ﬂ—l“f?/(’ et AT e 5.0 a’,(f—;/v/o ”%a /?7 /74)71 ‘
)ér/m Mua,u/r VY P T Rereyan Nawed Jrf veiecle Vaidd /)bu}
/Z‘Lz Oh a i ﬂffﬁ au/wu,u fubly ged <f furge o fofocan,
J.,z [(4(/41 Dr1a Ay A (1 ﬁ.uwu«u or 0‘/0 (uz?;?c Clotts 7 2bo
pn d-/ [Zf.z )au/ ﬁ(f&e 0‘//((!/0/ D000 /?21 /;zuu‘fu [{uz/
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SVTC LK 0 ilee S Fooeh z{f/‘ bt Ve e forlha et et /MJ

%a(f’m Driadde G ﬂ(,nz/é{(# (e @K aden d_/Z ree:

© Hogethev with all and singulnr Ll Te ¢ ae ¢ < 0eTT . ——A

/-'. ."1/: o D ad Ll Zf:.f ¢ ( ) e f [,_"/ or fn any wise apporteining, und le'zr-

inid

remainder, 3y qaa Slien cLie 2 - rents, issues and profits thereaf,

/gz i 1/ [L( (7] wll the astate, right, title, intavest, proparty

eluim and demand. whatsosver, 4 /\ AM Q(/\,\N\( Lk‘ ® ,('ut\ ﬂl[ /f,\'( l ‘[’)U L(U y A (i/\,{ ﬁ
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the appurienances,

untotheamd/)(ll(‘/ (’/H P)(('Lt\lj /)('l/ /\L\

e e and behoof of the said ,/) HA £ ¢

u./" Sl

heirs wnd assigns forcver,

heirs and assidns, to tha only proper uss,

ﬂA,.C (it ti .(3(_"\‘.}»‘

i
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(
BE dnd the snid /(L(’uu f(( [{¥R! /z"‘j f”"lluf\ Lo L ean f"
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e
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ts and premises hereinabove described and granted, or nwucwnell and intended =. £

IA/[Z_ M(C./I‘t/r—,ﬁ ath . ht,) ;
the said ﬁlu[l/ ?//ru /’lu//; !l

heirs, and against all and svery other person or persons

s and trators, o

heirs, 6.

by these presents covanant, grant and agres, to and with the said /] & Il /’

heirs and assigns,

t)(«n . {\:\)

=

ingulnr the heradit

heirs, all and
- with the appurtenances, wnte the said / i )
heirs and as: ons, against
coed (e

- whomsoever lawfully claiming or to claim the same or any part thereof, /r/ /f e e vy ede. (T\ [ R I} :-7 e

Yo

SHALL and WILL WARRANT ard forever DEFEND.

Tu @Wiitness Thleveof, the said part Lt 5 « //[. T /,_1 VL itk homsprasentn (1

herewnto

.seb..t /(’ 2onhard ¢ and senls Bebeds the day and year first above writien. XA‘ vy NYETER
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Last Will sa Testament

s \wx@\
h&s% \”\\\\\\ v\m\

Deceased.

Proved ::.Q..\N,N«w& \ \\f\l/
gk\aw and recorded in Will Book.... w

Register.
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EXHIBIT
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"t No. 69C.—will and Testament.
. Henry Hall, Printer, Indiina, P.

7 ‘ N 7 ‘-
s, il st (O riF iy |
00,,,6{ of //yﬁz Z .7/%%-4 and State of. @Z‘Mf AL, ff,

being of sowund mind, memory and understanding, do make and publish this, my
last Will and Testament, hereby revoking and making void all former Wills by ;
me ait any time heretofore made.

f:?‘;; (""" vl i-ﬁ/Q “—/W"' bt ;/z/’/’/ - w/g7 /Q L /—,d;/ﬁ g
: _/éb?w?d %m.é&l J(L/&M
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S L erer zf Y <7’Z/é’c/ b sty s (ect
Urie Foorsedio 100052 s RN T bl ¥
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o

(g

I do hereby make, constitute and, dppoint [/J/I/bﬂ/td /%7 WM a7

s 7.

to be Executsr of this my last Will and Testament

el .
dn Witness Whereot, 7, /%z( ,}// 4 (JM

Testatsy above named,h hereunto sr@cribed my name and affixed my se

the &—%{WMWC day of in the year of o

Lord one thousand nine hundred ’( g

,«M; /A &;

gogne / ed, pwblwhed and declared by the above named@f/

as and f /Zmla,st w

and estament, in the presence of us, who have hereunto subscribed our names .

Tequest as witnesses thereto in the presence of the said Testat

and of each other, /é)(_/ “/ Mé/ m/yq
K t// - _,-[Tt_..-




7 /ﬁ &/ e
W /” “?/7 @ Q %Lé‘%ﬁﬂz{




STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA.
COUNTY OF CAMBRIA. S5

/
/

S 9 e
Before me, /’_)_// (et 5@1(/_ _\./ ‘%Zé{ A —---., Redister

of the Probate of Wills and dranting /&t rs of Administration in and for said

4 -

~dt i
?f‘d ‘/n{%&”’v 2éla___who being

County, personally came Xt __2fs. / g

the subscribing witnesses to the foregoing %

duly Lloeromii . according to law, do-_ . _depose and, say that they were

present and. saw and heard..__ .o égn/ ‘,27 e ® A the

within-named. testut{ X ___, sign, seas, publish, pronounce, and. declare the foregoing
P

instrument of writing us and for g last Will

and., Testament, and at the time of so doing ——— he was vf sound mind, memory,
and. understanding, to the hest of their kenowledge, observation and belief.

@/_‘zmv_/ e _and, subscribed \

A - .
this. ... /_./f_' _.day of _/”f/§47_ _______

A4 D 1973,

- / ).’.-' Y ’
o felrzatiad \M/A& Register.] —— T TTTTITTITIITIIIII




STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA,) .
County of Cambria. ( '

Before mefHF Ll v 11ty "/ ,
Register for the Probate of Wills and Sranting Letters of Administration in and, for

said County; personwllmn no

SR - BN 2 AV

who being duly . . according to law dod-depose and sgy that as

AdministratorLoallidsnnts Geusdiof the estate of ~4ors Ebecton.
late of . (LA £ /4

Z L EN ____ Cambria County, deceased, 7 will
well and truly administer the goods ‘and chattels, rights and credits of the said de-

ceased, according to law, and also will diligently and faithfully regard and well
and truly comply with the provisions of the low re ting tocollateral inheritances.
y' iy p: f /:ﬁ / atergl inhe ances
A 1 Y S andsubscnbed{&éé---{%---_éﬂi‘ (W /R
AL guy opltecdy, 4 D 1973 |
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Kuow All Men By These Presents:

THAT WE o o o e e e e e e e
________________________________________ are held and firmly bound unto the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania, in the SWm of .. . ...
Dollars, lawful money of the United States, to be paid to the said Commonwealth
for the use of the parties interested in the estate of .. ... .. _____.
__________________ lateof ... ... ________Cambria County,deceased. To which
payment well and truly to be made, we bind ourselves,jointly and severally, for and.

in the whole, our heirs, executors and administrators, and each and cvery one of

them, firmly by these presents. Sealed with our seals. Dated the.. .. ... ..._. day
7Y in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and_ ._______ __

The Gondition of This Ohligation Ja: That if the above bounden ... .. ___.
Administrat . .. of all and singular the goods, chattels
and credits Of - e e e [

deceased, do malke, or cause to be made, o true and perfect inventory of all and. sin-
gular the goods, chattels and credits of the said deceased, which have come, or shall
come to the hands, possession or knowledge 7) S P the said

il or in the hands and possession of any other

PEFSON, 0T PETSONS fOT .o oo oo and the same so made do exhibit, or cawse
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THE COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYﬁVANIA, SS
County of §learfigld.c-mrria.

Personally appeared before me,.......,................... ... . Register for
the Probate Wills and granting Letters of Administration in and for said comnty......... ... ... . ..
A T who being duly................... ..
according to law, doth depose and saythab. ...
lateof ... said county, deceased died at........................ . .. .
...................... on or a'bout...........................day, the, ...
dayob............... ... 2AD19 at..o o’cloek, .......... M., of said day
to the best of.................. knowledge and belief. »

Subscribedand................ ... ..., before me
this. . day of......o. A s
...... Begister.
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A MINISTRATOR’S BOND

KNOW;ALL hgggﬂ%ﬁESE PRESENTS:

THAT WE the Morvlend Casualiy . Company, of  Ralaimore, . Md.

1

United States, to be paid to the Commonwealth, to Whlch payment well truly to be made and done, we
bind ourselves, jointly and severally, for and in the whole, our and each of our heirs, exeeutors and ad-
ministrators, firmly by these presents, sealed w1th our seals and dated at Ciearﬁeld the. . Xizth, .

..day
of....... ‘3.1:".1.}.' ................... , A. D. 19

of all and singular the goods, chattels and credit§of.. .. .. I Baalissnr,. Asonnved, .
do make, or cause to be made, a true and perfect inventory of all -and singular the goods and chattels,
rights and eredits of the said deceased, which have come or shall come, into the hands, possession or

knowledge of the said........ Conmlos e iadlintan o i

TR and the same so made, do ex-
hibit or cause to be exhibited into the Register’s office in the County of, {')%earﬁe&d ‘within thirty days
from the date hereof, and the same.goods, chattels and credits, and all other gnods, chattels and credits
of the said deceased, at the time of his death, or at any time hereafter shall come into the hands or pos-
session of the said....................... ¢ Choxrles H. Medlister

....................................

or in the hands or possession of any person or persons for. ... 7

........................................

....... P8, . ..., do well and truly
administer according to law; and further to make, or cause to be made a just and true account of. ... ..,

B SRR administration, within one year from the date hereof or when thereto legally requived;
and all the rest and residue of said goods, chattels,rights and eredits which shall be found remaining
upon the said Adrainistrat et b0 accounts, the same being first examined and allowed by the Orphan’s
Court of the County, having jurisdiction, shall deliver and pay unto such person or persons as the said
Orphans’ Court, by their decree or sentence, pursuant to law shall limit or appoint, and shall well and
truly comply with the laws of this Commonwealth relative to collateral inheritance, if it shall hereafter
appear that any last ‘Will and Testament was made by said deceased, and the same shall be proven ac-
cording to law, if the said ............ Surxiea e Meddister oo ool o
being hereunto required, do surrender the said Letters of Adminsir atlon n into the Reglster s Office afore-
said, then this obligation to be void; otherwise to remain ip fo

COMFIANY
litlead= .
Hlorniiny BT o T be eSSt A ASEAL)
L s G B /A /C\' ....... AoTheyTin- FASgpAT)
e A \ T S SEEEPEPRPRP (SEAL)
T “Q,\/VL&»:—WKH; ...... (SEAL)
CalniIa
CLEARFIELD COUNTY, SS: )
YOt i et e e e e e
3 (s Y that as Administrat of the estate of

.........................................

deceased, you will well and truly administer the goods and chattels, rights and credits, which were of
said deceased, according to law.

Subseribed and. ........................ before me n
this....... day of.............. ADI
........ . . Register
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State of lﬁmnzglnania.
@ounty of Gambria

Before me, %f /ofa//(/ﬁ//f/

_____________________________________ , Register,
of the Probate of Wills, aWnnng Letters of .Admmzst'mtwn in and for said

—_ .

a
County, Personally came (2drzritov. . z)// y‘@/ﬁ R

_______ who, being
d,uly ______________________________ accordmg‘ to law, doth depose and say that
o ﬁ_@/ /7f el F L ate of the £ Eoryrem - of

=0 :»;’_-/l_{/. _n.) 2 in said County of Cambria, died on or abowut the

_________ _/;Z:.—r_____--dad Ofé-_./k«(y_rﬁ{cﬁ___ 1973, at mbouf L0130

Sworne _ .. _/%i subscribed
before methis. ... ... Z/
P

o~

Regzs'ter Etc.
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! ‘.,...._L».nn&;...%xgmh.&mmg%cw .......... heirs and assigns,
, | t)la!.._......ﬂ\..t,qm.tha eaid. AL el add e vmruﬂﬁ}zﬂiq’ abutls i w'&.n i

—

R /lel'fl.ﬂwcﬁwm/mdhmhmdprmhawmmwm“nﬁ,w tioned and indended...antn. $e.... -
; ‘with W-ﬂ- & , wnlo the said. J(}mmd. Drvana oond-d anw o&wa.m, (%mw} .
i -heirs, and aasigns, against Ciunge. the said_ WSl Bogen. e Bl gobethria.

i \.m%b(ﬁ'u_'w - fieirs, and againat all and every other perton or persons,
whomsosver lawfully claiming or to claim ths sama o any part Mermf,..P.:.adjﬁm.\mk.x:.r..,..\mmu,..dﬁnmt\..e_ ra,xmju%&‘m;u -
i S m—— ) - -9 1Y /0. O 4§ 3 A WARRANT and forever DEFEND.
| gl! Witnegs Vhereof, the said POTEALD oo thets presents .. xLo1sl.. hereunto
m.\(i«clx.m.aﬂaw& add_. Satins. kand wand seads. Dated the day and gear first above writien,
Sealed and Delivered | —

it A T @ e ,,).m......,é).m&dx__.‘__.. __M_EQA%ﬁb&‘f;‘zﬁﬁamu__- »
! Rredned i, Ao di aomn%d&.. withuin, ov a%urer'W\% Sdtontive ) du wirhut, vanud iy
i Swearu am A_%‘VQ’I..W dwan (},wvt) the e o% e Biewaand, dalla oy irb.jntf L!¢ uvrounl G ,Luﬁi_
o th eovaictivadfon, ey dusim aventioned,
'Qi(.(obmb MA_aw g . .
’ O du bocond 4 o} Moarch v n® evviai 1769 befove oo
l/‘/walhae;ubm one o-‘)&m %-w?lizu %J\LQU\AA:M am.ti%w MmeLn L\A:e!uui B oaim cvvd. Bl )
“x_‘,":%!b }ﬁmtnv\nﬂa&, ajpfuords i above manned. wga?w nmd.ﬁh%alwd[ i lwl..’y,, owd x'v: aud
qorim ug (o wolRin wretaoud the above dudimuana b fe diein omd eaale u%tq\u'.q_ani, avd dud.and. dhu\uiv
L?\Q_, Iavne sl beaveovded, do suels dna du onds &Luaalutﬁ, :‘{:’& ogun a“"“‘j o.d ‘,uu, aqe amd.
| tpoangls and, a{uanl‘{wn-wx._ aoads wauui. ‘&‘J it (Lunmw'mwdﬂn“ emavriimid anad dhe |
Juil eonlinly Y the abone dieds boom lnd-mru, ¥um1. onads ko wabs fan wid cguno,uqnnn,:
delanre zwvuiu:mu drat aby dad 'wmqm‘u}a amd ﬂ—% f greem :é:u witl and acce:d )
%Az?'n. nea amd as Ren ciob annd. deed dativer due aboue wattin, @ ndenliint Qooa, or Crvineen P
Tmonet mithe wls ML CoULaADW av c«rvvu{-wbu‘nv.. uﬁ fin sorok biab nnd , W vy ag Sy
end and, el du dsg ervds oot durresaid - . ;
Witnnian 2 Fos-did @G
Miehads Faguus 5 : N
s

: &‘\L&“—f_@m :

n eaence of LS

i T hereby Cortify that the above Deed wis-duly stamped.with U. 8, Revenus Cpl(“[— 1
[ ; Y- Recorder,
{ Slamps, as vequired by law. . ww&xp@mm_.a. D, 1870 } il
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"Frank Urey

TOGETHER with all and singular the buildings and improvements thereon erected, ways,
waters, water courses, rights, liberties, privileges, hereditaments and appurtenances what-
soever thereunto belonging, or in anywise appertaining, and the reversions and remainders,
rents, issues and profits thereof; and also ull the estate, right, titlo, interest, property
claim and demand whatsoever, of bthe said Reuben W, Thompson at and Immediately Lefore the
time of his deoease, and of him khe sald grantor, sinve sald decease, in law or aqunity, or

otherwise, howsoevar, or, in, to or out of the sare,

PO HAVE AND TO FOLD the said messuage and tract of land and premises hereby grant-
ed, or mentioned or intended so to be with the appurtenances, unto the suid Lewls M, Read
his heirs and ascigns, forever, AND the said R. William Thompson, idministrutor €, T, A, a
ar~resaid, for himself, his heirs, executors and Administrators doth covenant, promise, grunt
and agree to and with the Suid Lewis ‘. Read, hiy heirs and assigns, by these" presents, !
that he, the suid R, Williem Thompson, has not heretofore done or Cﬂl’l\m:‘itted any act, muhbter
or thing whatsoever, whereby the premises heraby granted or any pat thereof 18, are, or
shall or may be impeaohed, 3narged or inoumbered, in title, charge, ostate or othorwise

hovsoever,

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the satld party of the first part has hereunto set his hand L'md1
seal the day ahd year first above written,
R, William Thomp3son (sEAL)

Signed, sealed and delivered

i
|
i
E
strator . A, the B e K
in the prosence of Administrator C, T, A, of the Hstate of Rasuben !, |
Thontpson, deceased |
. |
|
|
I
|
|
1

STATE OF PENNSYIYVANIA
COUNTY OF CLEARWIZLD

On this 2%th day of' January A. D, 1930, before me, a Notary ™ublic in and for said {
County and State,» personally oumé tho above named R, William Tthompson, Administrator €, T, }«.
of tho estate of Reuben H. '!'hompéon, deceased, and acknowledged the foregaing Indenture to ;
be his aot and deed, and desired that the sume might be recorded as such, J

WITNESS my hand and official seal the day and ysar aroresaid, i

Frank Urey (OFF SEAL) }
¥otary Public

My Commission expires Februacy 21, 1931,

i
I heceby certify that the preclse residence of the grantee or grantees is Cleavfleld, Pua.

R. D. {4
" Lewls M, Read,

Entered of Record May I8, 1945 2:47 "M,

Recorded and Compared Ly . 9%
EA :

i
H
1
!
Pacorder i
1
i
\
‘

DEED ) This Deed, Made the twelfth day of May in the year Winestheen H
JOUN €. DIEHL ) Hundred and forhty five., RETWEERN John C, Diehl of ﬂer‘windulei,
. Te ] Cleurfield County, Pennsylvenia, widower, and Crantor, AND ‘
JOSEPH RAMOMSKY BT AL ) Joseph Radomsky, John Radomsky, George Rudomsky, Peter Tad- |
omsky and Helen Radomsky, of Osceola Mills, Clearficld Count

WITNESSETH, that in consideration of Ome and no/100 ($1.00) Dollurs, in hund paid, the

recelpt whereof 18 hereby acknowledged, the suid grantor does hereby grunt and convey spll

!
]
¥
Pennsylvaniwn, Grantecs, |
|
|
|
and confirm unto the satd grantees, their heirs and assigns, ;




ALL that property T,ocated in Jordan Toenshlp, Clearfield Counky, Pennsylvania, des-
crihed as follows:

RETNG that property assessed in the nume of Mrs, Michael Snith aus one hundred (100)
acres surface,

NEING that proverty ussessed in the name of Mrs. Michasl Saith and sold to Clearfield
County in 1937 for the nonveyment of taxes for the years 1932, 1933, 1934 und 1935, and sol

by the County on May 25, 1943, and conveyed by the County Commissioners of Clearfield Counkh
to Join C, Diehl by a Deed.dated Augush 23, 1943, to be recorded with this deod,

It 1s the purpose of this deed to convey to the Grantces all of the intorest, but no
greater inkerest bhun tha® received by John €, Dlehl froam the County Commissioners,

AND the said grantor will Specially warrant and forever defend the propecty hereby
canvcyed, -

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, suaid grantor has hereunto set his hand and seal the day and year
first ahove written,
Seuled and delivered Jom C. Diehl ( SEAL)
in the.presenae of

J, W, Laing

CORIONWEATLTH OF PENNEVLVANTA
COUNTY OF CLEARPIELD 58

On this, the 12- day of May, 1945, before me J, W, Lalng the undersignsd officer,
personully appeared John C. Diehl known to me ( or satisfactorily proven) to be the person
#1058 name 1s subsaribed to ths within instrument and acknowledged that he executed the
same for the purpose therein contained.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and notarial seal,

J. W, Laing N, P, (OFF SEAL)
My Commiission expires Feb, 17, 1948

CERTIFICATE OF RESIDENCE
I hereby certify, that the pracise residence of the grantees herein is as follows:
Osceola Mills, Clearfield County, Pennsylvania
Smith and Thomson

Attorney or agent for Grantee

U. S. Revenue &,55
Entered of Record May 1lu, 1945 4192 P, M,

Reaarded and Compared by

Recorder

This Deed, Made the 24th daoy of April in the yeur Nineteen

DEED )

BYRON M, PAST BT AL ) Hundred and forty five BETWEEN Byron M, Fust and Frunces S, ﬁ
TO ) FPast, his wife, of the Nerough of Clearfield, County of Cleuvf

ROBERT B, KURTZ ET AL Y field and State of Pennsgylvania, Gruntors, AND Robert i,

Kurtz and Dorothy B. Kurtz, his wife, us tenunts by the entireties, of the Porough of
Cleurfielda, County of Clenrfield and State oY Pennsylvania, Granteeé,

WITNESSETH, that in consideration of One {(f1,00) Dollars, in hand paid, the receipt
whereof 1s hereby acknowledged, the sald grantors do Lersby grant and convey to the said

grantees, their heirs and assigns, N

|
i
i
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INTER-AMERICA ENERGY P.0. BOX 2156 WARREN, OHIO a44an4a

OIL AND GAS LEASE

v

AGREEMENT, inate und onip o the &2_1‘&__ dayof / z ;&g AD, ]9_2(
by and brtween (\A—/ J ;2; Wiy S Ll /

— "_—-’frl J 2 -
. —L?ﬁff%%g/%ﬁ ol , Hade ﬂ/uj@#c
LA

Yeotuaeille fa . JP33.

ol

varty of the fust part, hereinslter colled Lussor {whether one or more},

and INTER-AMERICA ENERGY barty of the second part, heremnafier calleg Lessee,

1. WITNESSETH: That the Lessor, in consideration of th
and the covenants and agreements hereinalter cont
constituents of enter in and undes the land heren,
o and gas and thewr constifuents and of siering g
thereon at all times for the purpose of drilling a
powers and structures, and 1o potsess, u

e sum of One Dotlar, the receipt of which is herel
ained, does hereby grant unio the Lessec all of the il and
alver described, together with the exclusive right to drill for, pr
as of any kind in any formation underlying the land,
nd operating tor oil 9as and water, laying pipe lines,
s¢. and occupy so much of said premises as is necessary and ¢

an convey, the sbove named products therefrom or thereto pipe lin? or otherwise said fand bei
.
x(¢__ J Distric:, Township, County ol 2 T
ant desctibed as tollows, 10-wi: Bounded on the

by acknowledged,
93s and all of the
oduce and mark et
and alzo the right 10 enter
erecting tanks, mechingry,
onvenient for said purposes

ituated in

. State of

Section ge .
NORTH by lands ot A;«. :
EAST by tands o _ —
SOUTH by lands om_f_
WEST by lands of oy
Containing ‘,‘74.{2_[(( ’ o acres, more or less and being the same land conveyed to lessor hy
by deed dated and
\Qardnd in 5aid county records in Book No. Page
2.t s

greed that this lease shall remain in force for a primary term of
therealter as operations for oil or gas are being conducted on the premises, or oil or 93s 15 toung in paying quantities thereon, or
any formation underlying the hereir leased land is used for storage of gas as provided under Paragraph 7 hereot, .

3. The Lessee shall deliver to the credit of the Lessor Irep of cost, in the pipe line to which he may connect his wells, the

cqual onceighth (1/8) partof all oil produced and ssved from the leased premises, and shall pay Lessor
‘ - e ——
XL — Py M

. Payable mon\h{v: provided, Lt{{‘fuf(all pay Lessor a royaity
at the rate of Filty Dollars per Year on each provided, Lessee shall pay Lessor a royaity at the rate of Fifty Dallars per year on each
premuses, and while said royalty 15 so Paid said well shall be he f

td tobea paying weli under paragraph 2 herpof,
4. The Lesser sholl commence operations for a well on the r\éemims on or before )‘/_2 2 . IQ_’Zé_ unless
= S ‘Q«é s
Lewoe pays thereafler p tental of § i A

years from this date and as long

I per year poyable annually or Quarterly (at lesseos option}
thereatiee until said well is commenced os this Tease is sutrendered. The consideration iist i

cover not only the pvilege granted 1o the date when first gaid re i

axtending that period as aforesaid, and any and aff other rights confes

another wall, Upon the resumption of payment of rentals the provisions hereof governing such payment and the effect thereof shali
continue in foree us though they had not been interrupted.

5. All monies coming due hercunder shall be paig, attempted to be paid or tendered to

.
j/n:c% ez r¢4é/divecl. or by check pavable to his {or her) order mailed to

Codlpax 72 G 7
tor tailure of the Lesgle 10 make any payment or periérm any co.
lect 1o pav or perform the same for ninety days
100 1o dectare such delaul,

§. Lessor reserved 200,000 cubic teet of 8as per annum for domestic use, to be taken through his own appliances a1 any
producing qas well, ind agrees 10 pay Lessce a toir domestic rate for any gas used in excess thereof, Lessor further covenants and
agrees that has taking and use of 935 shall be wholly ar his own risk, the Lessee not to be held liabie for oany accident or damage

. ., . ¢ supply of gas for cajct domestic use,

Y lormation underlying the lpased Miemises for the
rights and tahts of WY NECessary Lo store nn!) produce such stored gas,

and no default shall be dect
nditions provided for herein
alter having received written notice by register

ared against the Lossee by the Lessor
unless the Lessee shall refuse or neg-

As Tull payment for such storage rights, the Le.
- per acre per year, while the Premises are so used
Bavinent = made, all provisions of this lease shall remain in full eliect.

8. Lewsar further arants 1o the Lessee, his heirs and assigns, the night 10 unitize thys lease with other lease
uat ar uants according o ihe rules and regulations which may be adopted for the proper development ang consarvation of the
hald, in the cvent this fease is so unitized, the Lessor agrecs 1o accept, in lieu of the royaity hercinbeforo recited, such proportion
o! the rovalty ghove Moviled, as the acreage covered by this lease bears 1o the total acreage ompnsing the unit,

8. 1 sad Lessor owns less interest in the above deseribed land than the undwided fec simple estate therein, then the
1Gyaites and rentals herein provided shall be paid the Lessor only in the proportion which hig interest bears 1o the whole and
ubtivicied tee,

10 M well may be drlled nearer than 200 feet to the h
Lessor. Lewrs smail have antl erjoy all rghts and privileqes necrssary end canventent for the proper ys
Wase snd tnul have the tght 1o usy, tiee of €ost, 983, oil and water nroduced
frum viet 1 naage Cessee shall atsa have 1he 1ght at any tme 1o remove ab
laced an il pcinees, nciuding the 1G4 1o draw and Femove tasing. Lessee shoii pay for damages caused by iy opersuons to
rawans cocar on said fands, and when requesied by Lessor, shall bury 1ts s ines beduw piow depth,

710 may be assigned, the Gevibene of 33516706 0 whole or in Dart being expressiy

any part or parts ot the abgve e ey und and the A3SIGNEE O assignacs of such

»» sttell dab 0f make detault i the pavment of the properiionale PATL 61 IMe fents due from hym of them, such default
IVt aerare e deleat or wHect tha egse msofar as v covers 9 PAt or party ¢* wnd Jang upon which the smg Lessee or any
nec nerea! il snake e pavinent ol saud remal No change of WRETStHD 1 ahie bung o e rentals of royalties shall he
bt on e Lessee untd alter notice 10 the Lessee nen transfer or assignment or a certitipg

0US0 Of barn now on said premises without the written consent ol

ions thereon, except water
nery, hixtures or structures

and 1t has been Lunished with o wr
oty theropl

Y

ed mail from the Lessor of his inten. *
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der this lease or any part thereof for
tease and determing, and o the whole is surrendered,

Lessor, then 1o

12, At anv ume, Lessee, s successors or assigns, shall have the rght 1o surren

any ene ol them, or 1o the hewus o assiins of any one of them by delivery 01 a dul
addiessed 10 the post olhice address of such person
the County in winch the tand i localed,

1. Lessor hureby wansanty and agreet to delend the title 1o the langd hevein described 2
may pay, distherge o1 redeem any taxes, mortgages, or other hens existing, levied, o) asse:
londs, ardd 10 event 1 CXLICises such option, it shall be subronated to the nghts of any holde
itselt by applying any royaly or rentals accruing hereunder 1o the dischasge of any wuch 1ax

14, 1 is expressly sgreed that if the Lessee shall commuance dntling operations at an
remain in force and ity g continue so long as such operstivns sre Prosecuted, and o p
as production continues. if alter the expiration ol the term of this lease production fro
cause, this Fease shall not terminate provided Lesse i i
remain in force during the prosecution of such
produced in paying quantinies.

15. This lease embodies the entire contract and agreement between Lessor and
promises or inducements nut hetein expressed have been made or refied upon by either party. The terms, conditions and stipulations
hereo! shall extend 10 the tespective hews, executors, administiators, successors and assugns of the parties hereto.

16. Lessor states that no oil or 085 well or wells have been drilled on the Premises and that no oil or g3s or other minerats is

now being produced theretrom, That Lessor is not receving any payments from any other leass, and that ARy past lense has now
terminated In occordance with its termg thereol.

nd agrees thol the Lessee of itg option
s.ed on o1 against the ohove describod
1 01 hotders thereol and may reimburse
€3, mortgaqes ar othe liens,

Y time while this lease 13 in force, it sholt
10duction resuits therefrom, then as long
m the leased premises shalt cease from any
vs hrom such cessation, and this lease sholl
s theretrom, then as long as oit or gos is

Lessee, und no wartanties, reprosentations,

Witness the hands and sesls of the parties hereto the day and year first above written,

WITN ] t—“) 6\. M
Do/

(ohad (2
~/

ACKNOVWLEDGEMENT BY SUBSCRIBING WITNESS

™! oF_Jorele. /
On thia -&day o!-ﬁ# .197..Lb:(ore me personally came :rd '9"‘) /4 %0 el

the subscribing witness to the foregoing instrument,

STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA COUNTY OF

with whom ! am peisonally acquainted, who belng by me

She. '

resided at the time of the

ex/er(uinn of aaid instrumeat, and he atill resides ac ﬁ& ﬁ‘/ Aén—aé‘eﬁ-er/ A N 7'

duly swom, did despose and say that

) that he is
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. 3 i
and then was aqualated: 'M.MEA ¥ FII and knew ﬁ&ﬁm be the individuady
o bl At rife i) .§
described in; and who g;;cuwd uw foregoing instrument; (hat he, said subsctibing witness was picsent nng 8 E
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Cutered of Record y

NOTARY PYBLIC
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§50:-PM-0G0002.0NG Rev. 11/2003 COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

Oil and Gas Management Program

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

- e e - WELL LOCATION PLAT . . . . ..
Denotes location of wel Well is located on topo map 12362 feet south of latitude _40_ 50 ' 00 "
on topo map.
True Latitude: NORTH N/F
' " DANIEL
o . MOWROY
40 47 57 85 FRAILEY ' =
True Longitude: WEST ;
° 1] . " 8
78 34 54 61 %
o T
) o
5 =
A GW-22407 -§
ELWOOD 3
g BURGESS, )
o) ET AL. ©
Z,
GEORGE GW-22403 =
LUCAS B
o
LINE BEARING DISTANCE @
L1 N 55°24°28" W 1775.08' s
L2 N 03°52°40" E 2401.16’ g
L3 N 18°13°42" E 1446.68’ =}
L4 N 63°20°47" E 1045.48’ 5
L5 S 23'09'19" E 1022.96’ 3
T 7 =3
£ oﬂWEAlf . . S.
3 MICHAEL N °
X K. BRINK,
; - ETUX »
¢ .. LEROY PROPOSED o
"/ rofiao LA} i g % WELL NO.22 o
O T : - MELVIN F. )
':‘-‘U *
. G | Ml < > RUFFING, \
AN A . ETUX o
N 4 SPRING USED BY N
AN N TOPO, MELYIN RUFFING
Svy\
- MARK TTHEW \ -
MATTHE '\ \JWELL NO.25
HH BRINK A _
S o SEre==< 4
. . MARK A.
. WOHLER ‘ *
z 1 ’ s
O 100 800. 3000 . SR-3014 -
SEL‘WEE:: o Phone # Dwg.# - Date Scale A Tract
97 RONALD L. FOX, PLS 814-745-2861 34905-22-06 SEPT. 1, 2006 1” = 1000’ - Aswage 234 AC.
Lat & Long Metadata Elevation Meladata ' Survey Date
Method  GPS Accuraey 4/-5" ft.Datum NAD 27 Methed  TOPOQ Acuracy +/-10"  f Datum NGVD 29 ° 8/24/06
Applicant / Wel Operalor Name . . Well(Farm) Name . R I Wel s Seral§
ARDENT RESOURCES, INC. RICKETTS 22
Addess 61 MCMURRAY RD. SUITE 204 County - Code . Municipalty
o PITISBURGH, PA 15241 CLEARFIELD - 17 - - JORDAN TWP.
£ | Surface Landowner . . USGS 7172 Quadrangle Map Name . | Map Section
S BILL A. RICKETTS, ET UX. IRVONA S
€| Sutace Lessor ) Angle & Course of Devialion {Drling) Surface Elevation ficpated Tolal Depth
¢ : : VERTICAL 603 1 5000 4
v Suriace Cwrer of Walet PUNVEYOr Approximale Course and Cumer, Lessee, or Operator of Name of Goal Seam
8 with a Weler Supply wilhin 1,000 & Distance to Water Supply Workable Coa Seam Owned, Leased, or Gperated
?;'» MELVIN F. RUFFING, ETUX S 04°35' £ 675’ ESTER ISHAM ALL_SEAMS.
= BILL A. RICKETTS, ETUX S 04°38’ E_ 675 C/0 M.T.STRINGFELLOW | _
z e i EXHIBIT
e MICHAEL K BRINK, ETUX S B0°20° W B38 13430 JUDY AVE. L .. _
s ' UNIONTOWN, OHIO 44685 ' —




R v PAFLARSE the first part,

&t e B =
AL GAS CORPORATION, a New York cor.

v callodibe Lessor, and_NEW YORK STATE NATUR
- BOmuan, J40 Staawix Street, Pittsbergh, Py, POy Of the second Part,  hercinafter called the Lessee,
. Witnessoth: 7 N '

@lmp] That the mer,,for and & consideration of the sum of One ($1.00) Dollar to

hand well gnd truly paid hy the Lessee, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, and of the
Agreements J after ined on the part of the Lessee to be d;:id, kept and performed, has leased
hese presents does legge and let vata the Lessee for the purpGse of drilling and operating for and produc-
Ri-and gas, and-for the further urpaze and with the exchuive right in the Lessee, ag it may see fit, to store any
ghe 1) by pumping or otherwise wtroducing the same it any sand.or sands or substrata in and under said
ang:fhe the same by pumping or otherwise through any well or wells on said land or other lands,
Tigh g aid remove i gfﬁqas. telephane and telegraph lines and all other appliances and
#and privileges, bludiny free ofl, gas; gasoline and water from the land, necessary
is Jand alone op canjointly wi neighboring lands, for the transportation of oi]
the storage of any gaa therein: .

EXHIBIT

é ) ) e t;;:tes, maore or les, -

reserving, however, two hundred (200) feet from the dwelling honge and barn now on the premises, on
hizh no well shall be drilled by ejther party except by mutual ¢ansent. All of the working interests (7/8th) of the
mlafmduceiund recavered and all of the gas (subject tg the reservation or exceptian of gas for Lessor's own use here-
natier contained) produced-and recavered ynder the termg of this lease are hereby granted, bargained and sold unto

sent’n mnmamﬂ] Lessor hereby covenants that he ia seized of an indefeasible fee simple estate
efore deecribed, together with all the oil and gas underlying the same, and that he will forever
taie hereby demiged unto the Lessee against the lawful claims and demanc@s of

t Lessee shigll have the exclusive, full, free and quiet ossession of said described

the term herein get forth. Lessor further agrees that the Lessee at itg option

#9. any taxes, Morigages oy other lieng existing, levied or assessed on or against the ahave

Wn0d, 18 ovent it exercises such option, it shall he subrogated to the rights of any holder or holders

rse iteelfl by applying to the discharge of any such mortgage, tax or other lien, any royalty
bereunder,




gas storage purposes atid any well so.uti ‘ rpevmiy v
;regm-ai “und gas lease, The prbvisions‘:d:‘ihidllgnu__,gw i o irl addition t‘oh:hm,tgfmtl% urider

- ‘m.6faprioroﬂmdgulease;mverhgaﬂ.mp"nd‘m-mmé‘ e by‘m“ﬂ

- o

. (3/00_1%?7 DoHars,

o ) , date, until & well yielding royalty to the Lessor is

fled0n the lessed premises, or 8o long ag gas is being stored, held in stora&:a ot withdrawn frotliyl the premises by

Lessee. Any rental paid for time beyond the date of tompletion of a well lYiel ing royaity shall be credited upon the

first royalty due upon the same. It is agreed that said Lessee may drill or not drill on said land, may store gas

therein, hold the same in storage, or withdeaw any gas from storage, a8 it may elect, and that the consideration and
rentals paid and to be paid const#tute adequate compensation for such privilege.

6 [Gus Emmh] Lessor hereby exoepts and reserves from any well on said land producing gas
only, (excepting any well utilized for storage) two hundred thousand (200,000) cubic feet of gas per year or such part
thereof as Eeuso requires for his own use for heat and light in one dwelling house on said land, at Lessor’s own risk;
subject, however, to the jise, operation, pumping and right of abandonment by Lessce of its wells and pipe lines on

- the premises. Lessor may at his own expense and upon written application, secure such gas by a service line laid to
und connected either to any such well ont said land or to Lessee’s pipe line leading from such well to market, the point
of connection to be designated by Lessee. If Lessor in anyo?'ear uses gas in excess of the quantity reserved or excepted,
he shall pay for the same at the published domestic rates of Lessee, or at the local prevaging price for gas for domestic
use if Lessee has no published rates, but Lessee assummies no obligation to furnish Lessor with gas in excess of the
-quantity reserved or exee&ted. The measurerent and regulation shall be by meter furnished by Lessee and regulators
furnished by Lossor and set at the tap on the well or lie. Lessor agrees to accept at any time at the option of Lessee
?n cash memem of Fifty ($50.00) Dollars per annum in full copsideration in lieu of the gas excepted and reserved

reunder.

7. [Mse of Premioes] The leased premises may be fully and freely used by the Lessor for farming
purposes, excepting such parts as are used by the Lesseem operating hereunder.

- 8. [ﬁagmtntn] All payments hereunder may be made direct to the lessor, or deposited to his credit or
the credit of his respective heirs or assigns ...

9. [ﬂm'rpnhp‘r] It is agreed that said Lessee may at any time remove all machinery and fixtures placed
on said premises; and, further, upon the payment of One ($1.00) Dollar and all amounts due hereunder Lessee shall
have the right to surrender this jease at any time as to all or any part or parts of the land covered by the same and
thereupon shali be released and discharged from all payments, obligations, covenants and conditions herein contained
whereupon this lease shall be null and void as to the iand in respect to which a surrender is made. In the event this
lense is surrendered as tp less than all of the land covered by the lemse then, beginning with the next due date, the
rental provided to be paid in pamagraph 5 hereof shall be reduced in the proportion that the acreage surrendered bears
to the total acreage leased; and Lessor agrees thiat the recordation of a deed of surrender in the proper county, and the
mailing in the Post Office of a chec'gdpayable'as‘nbove vided, for said last mentioned sum and all amounts then due
hereunder, shall be, and' be accepted. as, {ull and legal surrender of the Lessee's rights under this lease, or under the

" - portion surrendered, D L . ) .
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hive titlé to alt the oil
ithe: Lessee hereunder; aa s
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- 12. [Adverse Qluima] . In casé of no
.{fentals or royaities, Lessee may withhold payme ! :
" :|compremise, or by fhqu deeree of a court of competént furisdiction; and $o this end Losses

“ownémsbip 18 determined by
may file a bill.of interpleader.

t is agreed that all terms, conditiods, ki itations and coventnfa-betweer thio parties hereéfo shall extend to
their respective heirs, personal representatives, succssors @3 igtiaj that the entire contract and agreement between
Lessor and. Lessee is embodied herein, and: that no ver arrantiés, representations or promises tiave been made or

. relied upon by Lessor br Lessee supplementing, modifyitig or-as an inducement to this Agreement.

- year first aboye written.

475

.

- zﬁ'mﬁnpax ; hettﬁf the parties to this agresiment have héréuntq set ‘t,!vleir hands and seals the day and

STATE OF PENNSYL
COUNTY OF ..

i On;g}}isi the. L : day ¢ : 198%5,-before me- .
- s ; undersigned officer,

name.S .;M{.g__...._..,v?subscdbed to the within
executed the same for. the, purposes therein contained. '




CLEARFIELD COUNTY
RECORDER OF DEEDS

Karen L. Starck, Recorder

Maurene Inlow - Chief Deputy -
P.O. Box 361 35079

1 North Second Street, Suitemom '

Clearfield, Pennsylvania 16830

. *RETURN DOCUMENT TO:
Instrument Number - 200501583 ARDENT RESOURCES INC
Recorded On 2/4/2005 At 12:55:59 PM

* Instrument Type - MEMORANDUM

* Total Pages - 2
Invoice Number - 124404

* Mortgagor - RICKETTS, BILL A

* Mortgagee - ARDENT RESOURCES INC

* Customer - ARDENT RESOURCES INC
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STATE WRIT TAX $0.50
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RECORDER

RECORDER IMPROVEMENT $3.00
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TOTAL $18.50
1 hereby CERTIFY that this document
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MEMORANDUM OF OIL AND GAS LEASE
RICLE -05817-00

This Memorandum will notify all parties that an Qil and Gas Lease Agreement (which includes coalbed B ﬁ'«
methane and gob gas) was made effective as of the _t 4__ day of December, 2004 (Effective Date) between Bill | m '.R
A Ricketts and wife, Luanne M. Ricketts, whose address is 3 Frailey Rd. Irvona, Pa. 16656 hereinafter referred to
as "Lessor" and ARDENT RESOURCES, INC., whose address 1s 61 McMurray Road, Suite 204, Pittsburgh, PA 15241,
and Lenape Resources Corporation, whose address is 9489 Alexander Road, Alexander, NY 14005 hereinafter referred
to as “Lessee.”

The Lesse Agrecment referenced above contains, among other provisions not shown below: the following
provisions:

In consideration of the sum of ONE DOLLAR ($1.00), other good and valuable benefits, and the covenants
hereinafter contained on the part of the Lessee, all of which are hereby expressly acknowledged in their receipt and
sufficiency, does hereby grant, demise, lease and let, exclusively unto Lessee and its successors and assigns and hereafter
during the term hereof to no other party(ies), with covenants of general warranty, for the purposes and with the rights of
drilling, testing, producing, injecting and/or storage of oil and/or gas and any of their constituent parts or related clements
whether liquid or gaseous (expressly including coalbed methane and gob gas) in any underlying strata, and withdrawing
same therefrom whether or not originally produced from or injected into any strata underlying the lease premises
described below or other lands, and otherwise exploring and operating for oil and gas by eny and all means now known or
utilized in the future (expressly including the right to conduct seismic and other geophysical and geochemical surveys),
and of laying pipelines and building tanks, roads, stations, houses, powerlines and the like for valves, meters,
compressors, dehydrators, regulators, and other facilities, with all other rights and privileges incident to or convenient for
the operation of the lease premises and /or any other lands (expressly including the right to transport gas produced off of
the lease premise and/or lands pooled or unitized therewith, which rights-of-way hereof are specifically granted hereunder
exclusively to the Lessee and its successors and assigns), and described as follows:

All of that certain tract of land situate in the Township of Jordap M
County of Clearfield , State of Pennsylvxy‘: coPta _ 23 6’ R
more or less, being more pamcularly described as surface tax parcel _ 1206('6-2—3, .%v Rft W acqulred by Lessor dated LM
1-15-73, 5-2-73, recorded in Liber/Volume __6]6/650 , Page 220/277 of the records of
Clearfield County, Pennsylvania.

Subject to the other provisions contained herein, this lease shall be in force for a primary term of one (1) years
from the Effective Date of this lease with an option to extend the primary term for one additional period equal to the
primary term and for so long thereafter as Oil and Gas or other substances covered hereby are produced in paying
quantmes from the leased premises or from lands pooled therewith or this lease is otherwise maintained pursuant to the
provisions hereof.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Lessor hasthave hereunto set its/their hand(s) this __y day of Dwember
2004

WITNESS: LESSOR:

B A. Ricket

Luanne M. Ricketts

State of Pennsylvani )
County of (Mearfield. )

On this __{ S day of W 200 before me, the undersigned officer, personally
appeared_J3, // ic ke fTs tLupainte M. XicKETTS

known to me (or satisfactorily proven) to be the person(s) whose name(s) is/are subscribed to the within instrument and
acknowledged that he/she/they executed the same for the purpose therein contained.

PAOGL 12:604° 10 ¥ ?U_ RO
This instrument prepared by: \Ar@m Resources, Inc. 61 McMurray Road, Suite 204 PlrtsburgE, PA 15241
After recording please returned to: Ardent Resources, Inc. 61 McMurray Road, Suite 204, Pittsburgh, PA 15241
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OIL AND GAS LEASE
RICKE-05817-00
Leagy No.
@) 672~ 3270
(HIS AGREEMENT, made and eniored into this the |1y _ day of_Deaember 2004___ (Rffective

Date) by and botween Bill A, Rioketts and wife, Luanue M. Rickets with a mailing address of -93?’Fmiley Rd. irvona,
Pa. 16656 hereinafter called ‘to us Lessor (whether one or more), and ARDENT RESOURCES, INC., of 6]

McMurray Road, Suite 204, Pittsburgh, PA 15241 and Lenape Resources Corporation of 9489 Alexander Road,
Alexander, NY 14005, hereinafier calied Lessee,

‘WI'INESSETH: that said Lessor, in consideration of the sum of ONE DOLLAR ($1.00), other good and valuable
bepefits, and the covenants hercinafier contuined on the part of the Lessee, all of which are hereby expressly
acknowledged in their receipt and sufficiency, does hereby grant, demise, lease and let, exclusively unto Lessee and itg
successors and assigns and hereafter during the term hereof to no other party(ies), with covenants of goneral warranty, for
the nieposes and with the rights of drilling, testing, producing, injecting and/or storage of oil and/or gas and any of their
consmu.cnt parts or related elements whether liquid or gaseous (expressly including coalbed methane and gob gas) in any
underlying strata, and withdrawing sarue therefrom whether or not originally produced from or injected into uny strata
underlying the lease premises deserited below or other lands, and otherwise exploring and operating for oil and gas by
any and all means now known or utilized in the future (expressly including the right to conduct seismic and other
geop.hysica] and geochemical surveys), and of laying pipelines and building tanks, rouds, stetions, houses, powerlines and
ic,hkc for valves, meters, corapressers, dehydrators, regulators, and other facilities, with all other rights and priviloges
incident to or convenient for the operation of the lease premises and /or any other lands (expressly including the rigbt to
transport gas produced off of the lease premise and/or lands. pooled or unilized therewith, which riphts-of-wity hereof are
speciﬁgaﬂy granted hereunder gxclusively to the Lessee and its successors and assigns),-all of that certain tract(s) of lang
situate in the Township of Jordan, County of Clearfield, State of Peonsylvanis and bounded substantially as follows:

On the North by lands of D, Frailey

On the East by lands of P. Mowrey, E. Burgess
On the South by lands of __ D. Spingola

On the West by lands of __1.. Brivk G. Luons
Tax Map No(s)___120-G16-1. 2.7

and coataining, for the purpose of calculating rentals 235 . acres of land whether actually
contaming more or less, and part of all of said lands is desoribed im that certain deed to Lessor from
dated __1-15-73, 5-2-73 recorded in Volume/Liber __ 616, 650 , Page 220, 277

. in the Recorder’s Office of said Courty, it being the intent of Lessor to include all lands owned by the Lessor in said
County.

1. It is agreed that this iease shall remain tn foroe for a primary term of 1 (One)
years from the Effective Date hereof and as long thereafter as the said land is operated by Lessee in the production of oi
or gas. It is expressly understood that Lessee shall maintain its rights of way as granted herein for its pipeiine and other
surface faclities then existing on the leased premises at the expiration or termination of this lease. .

2. () Lessec covenants and agrees to deliver to the credit of Lessor, his heirs or assigns, free of costs,

An the pipe line to which said Lessee may connect its wells, a royalty of one-eighth (1/8) of native oil produced and saved
from the lease premises. . . .

(b} Lessec covenants and agrees to pay Lessor as a royalty for the native gas from each and every

Wwell drilled on said premises producing native gas, an amount equal to one-eighth (1/8) of the gross procesds reccived

from the sale of same at the prevailing price for gas svld at the well, for all native gas saved and marketed from the said -

premises.
SIRTY (e8) S .
3. Within QucHeussee-Siakey (1883 days from the Effective Date hereof Lessce agrees to pay to the Lessor
thesumof _T wo THoUSAND

bercinafier granted to Lessce, and it is understood and apreed that the rental as hereinabove provided for is the chief
consideration untit commencement of 2 well. The commencement of a well .whether commereially productive or
unproductive shall, however, be and operate as a full liguidation of all rentals thercafter aocruing under this provision of
this lease durmg the remeinder of the term hereof. Lessce may, at its option, pay rentals and/or royalties quarterly or
annually. . ’

4. All payments under this ‘ease shail be made by eheck or voucher to the order of Lessor and mailed to fhe
above address until the Lessee shall have written notice from the Lessor, its heirs or assigns, accompanied by origimal or
certified copies of deeds or nther documents as Lesses may require evidencing such change of ownership dirccﬁfxg
payments to be made otherwise, and any payments made es above untl such direction, and thereafter in accordance with
such direction shall absolve the Lessee from any liability to any heir or assign of the Lessor. All payments of rental
and/or royalty are w be made according to lossor's respective imerests therein, as hereafier set forth, angd this lease shall
not be forfeited for Lessee's failure to pay any rentals or royalfies until Lessee has received written notice by registered
wail of such default and shell fail, for 2 psriod of thirty (30) days after receipt of such notice to pay same. '

Exhl\bi?'f “Ar |

DOLLARS ($.2, 000. 0 __ )}

annually, commencing from the date hereof as  rental for the first 12 months, subject however to the nght of surrender pJ"‘

b

R

R

- EXHIBIT
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5. Lessor reserves a total amount of 208,888 cubic feet of gas (“free gas™) annually or such pert thereof as
Lessor may use sach year from the gas that Lessee may heroafter produce or otherwise have available from one gas
production well_com lerod and operated by Lessee hereunder upon the hercin described leased premises, which said
amount of 29&6%8% ne feet of ges per year Lessor shall be cntitled o receive free of cost for heat and light 10 one
dwelling house on the leuse premises provided said fas is used with economical applianees and is moasured by meter
furnished by Lessor, when and as long as Lessee may elect to produce or operate a well for the aforesaid purposes upon
the lcase promises. Lessor shall rzquest in writing from Lessee, Losses’s requircments for accepting this frec gas,
including but not {imited to, Lessor laying the necessary lines and making conuccliuns al Lessor's cost a1 such point on the
demised pramises as may be designated by the Legsee, provided said gas is used with economieal appliances and is
measured by meter fumnished by Lessor. The regulation of such ges will be by regulators furnished by Lessor, and
approved by Lessee, placed at a poirt desigautod by Lessce, willy said B2s to be used at {_cssor's own risk and Lessee not
to be in any way liable for any interruption or insufficient supply of such gas for said domestic use caused by pumping
stations, breskage of lines or otherwise, and nothing herein shall prevent the Lessee from abandoni &m&cll or wells or
pipelines on the lease premiscs and removing the pipe therefrom at any time. If more that 299"9£-, ciibic Teet per year is
used, the excess shall be paid for at the rate cgar cd to domestic consumers in the same area, and in case of default in
payment for gas used i excess of said 368 é’u%lc cet, Lessee is hereby authorized to deduct the amount thereof from
any royalty or othor payiwents thar are then due, or may later become due, under the terms of this Jeasc.

6. To pay to the Lessor an anuual storage rental of two dollars ($9.00) per acre per year for the utilization of
one or more strata underlying the lease premises for gas stotage operations, for so long (in the sole estimstion of Lessee)
2s any stratum is so utilized, and to give to Lessor written notice of the use of the premises for storage operations; and it i
agreed that said storage rental is in lien of delay rental, shut-in royalty, and/or royalty payments, except that storeye rental
and royalty payments shall be paid simultaneously by Lessee if Lessee simultaneously conducts storage operations in one
or more strata in the premises and produces oil and/or gas from one or more other swats; and it is further agreed that the
termination of gas storage operatians shall be in full liquidation of all storage rental during (he remainder of this lease.

7. In addition to the covenants of general warranty hereinabove contained, Lessor further covenants and
agress, that if Lessor's title to the lease premises shall come into dispute or ftigarion, or, if, in the judgment of Lessee,
there are bona fide adverse claims to the rentals or royalties hereinabove provided for, then Lessee, at its option, may
withhold the payment of said rentals or royaltics until final adjudication or other seltlement of such dispute, litigation,
claim ov elaime; and that Lessce, at its option, may bay and discherge any taxes, mortguges or other lien or lisns, existing,
levied, assessed or which may hereafier come into existence or be levied or asscssed on or apainst the leased premises,
and, in the event it exercises such option, Lessec shall be subrogated to the lien and any and all rights of any holder or
holders thereof, und may reimburse itself by applying to the discharge of any such mortgage, tax, or other lien or lieps,
auy rental or royalty accruing hereunder. Lessor pledges and covenants to exccuts any and al] curative instruments
reasonably required by Lessee in furtherence of Lessor's warranties. I is agreed that if Lessor owns an interest in the land

berein described less than the entire foe simple estate, then the rentals and royalties to be paid Lessor shall be reduced
proportionately.

8. If and when drilling, other operations and/or payments due hereunder are delayed or interrupted by lack
of water, labor or material, or by fire, storm, flood, war, rebellion, insurrection, riot, sirike, differences with workmen, or
failure of carriers to transport or furnish facilities for transportation, or as a result of some pennit, vrder, rule, reguiation,
Tequisition or necessily of the govemment, or as the result of any other cause whatsoever heyond the control of Lessee,
the lime of such delay or interruption shall not be counted against Lessee, anything m this lease to the contrary
notwithstanding. Al express or implied covenants of this lease shull be subject to all Federal and State Laws, Executive
Orders, Rules or Regulations, and this Izase shall not be termiinated, in whole or in part, nor Lesses held liable in damages

for failure to comply therewith, if comrliance is prevented by, or if such failure is the result-of any such Law, Order, Rule
or Regulation,

9. Lessee shall have the right at any time during the term of this Jease or after the cxpiration or termination
thercof to remove all muchinery, fixtures, pipe lines, houses, buildings, and other structures placed on said premises,
including the right to pull and remove al casing and tubing, :

10.  If the Lesses shall begin operations for the commencement of a wel] during the tern of this lease or any

" extension thercof, the Lessee shall then have the right to complete the drilling of such wells, and if oil or gus or cither of

them be found in paying quantitics, this lease shall continue and be in force and with like effect as if such woll had beou
completed within the term first herein mentioned.

11. Lessee shull have the right to assign this lease or any interest aud the aysignee of Lessoe shall have
corresponding rights, privileges, and obligations with respect to said royalties and rentals as to the acreage assigued to it.

12 Lessee shall upon completion of the first productive well upon suid iease premises, or upon any part of
the leased premises being included ina unit as described in Paragraph 20 below, make a diligent effort 0 obtain a pipeline
conyection but any delay shall not be counted against the Lesses provided Lessee shall, as prepaid royalty, make shut-in
royzlty payments in the amount cqual v the delay rental amount described above for quarterly poriods, beginning one
year from the date the first productive well shall be completed until said first well shall be conneoted to & pipeline. In the
event that production of oil, gas or their constituents is thereafter interrupted and not marketed from any well(s) capahle of

i

LM

produciivu ur a period of twelve (12) consecutive months, Lessee shall pay to Lessor annually for each twelve (12)°

consecutive months shut in périod as shut-in royalty income and as credit against the payment of future royalties the sum
of one dollar per acre for cach well(s) sut-in, which payments shall serve to maintain this Lease in £ull force and effect.
Lessee's failure to timely and/or properlv pay seid shut in royalty shall render Lessee Liable for the amount due, but shall
not operate to terminate this lease.

R
K
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MEMORANDUM OF OIL AND GAS LEASE
Ricke-05%17-06

This Memorandum will notify all parties that an Oil and Gas Lease Agreement (which includes coalbed ﬁﬁ‘ﬂ
methane and gob gas) was made effective as of the 1 4 day of December, 2004 (Effective Date) betweon Bill | ,m-.ﬁ
A. Ricketis and wife, Luanne M. Ricketts, whose address is 935 Frailey Rd. Irvona, Pa. 16656 hereinufter referred to
a5 "Lessor” and ARDENT RESOURCES, INC., whosc address 1§ 61 McMurray Road, Suite 204, Pitisburgh, PA 15241

and Lenape Resources Corporation, whose address is 9489 Alexander Road, Alexander, NY 14005 hereinafier referred
to as “Lessec.”

~e

The Lease Agreement referenced above contains, among other provisions not shown below: the following
provisions:

In consideration of the sum.of ONE DOLLAR ($1.00), other good and valuable benefits, and the covenants
hereinafiier contained on the part of the Lossce, ull of which are hercby expressly acknowledged in thcir receipt and
sufficiency, docs bereby grant, demise, lease and let, exclusively unto Lessee sud its successors and assigns and hereafter
during the term hereof to no other party(ies), with covenants of general warranty, for the purposes aud with tho rights of
drilling, testing, producing, injectiug and/or storage of ojl and/or gas and any of their congtituent parts ar related elements
whether liquid or gaseons (expressly mcluding coalbed methane and gob gas) in any underlying strata, and withdrawing
same therefrom whether or ot otiginally produced from or injected into any strats underlying the lvuse premises
deseribed below ur vlber lands, and otherwise exploring and operating for oil and gas by any and all means now known or
utilized in the future (expressly including the right to conduct seismic and other geophysical and geochemical surveys),
and of laying pipelines and building taks, roads, stalions, houses, powerlincs and the like for valves, meters,
compressurs, dehydrators, regulators, and otber facilities, with all other rights and privileges incident to or convenient for
the operation of the lease premises and: /or any othor lands (expressly including the-right to iransport gas produced off of
the lease premise and/or lands pooled or unitized therewith, which rights-of-way horeof are specifically granted hereunder
exclusively to the Lessee and its successors and assigns), and described as follows:

All of that cortain tract of Jand sivuate in the Township of Jordag ) ] fé'}?
County of __ Clearfield : . State of Pennsylvani c_th@.ining 235 acres, ﬁJ R
more or less, being more particulatly described as surface tax parce! _120-G15%25 Swhibs Whs acquired by 1 essor dated b ™
1-15-73, §-2-73, recorded in Liber/Volume _ 616/650 , Page 2201277 I of the records of
Clearfield County, Pennsylvania.

Subject to the othor provisious contained herein, this lease shall be in force for a primary term of one (1) years
from the Effective Date of this lease with an option to extend the primary term for one additional period equal to the
primary term and for so long thereafier as Oil and Gas or other substances covered hereby are produced in paying
quantities from the leuscd premises or from lands pooled therewith or this lease is otherwise maintained pursuvant to the
provisions bereof,

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Lessor has/have herennfo set its/their hand(s) this __ {4 day of _Deccmber,
2004 . .

WIINESS: ’ LESSOR: ,
e o) S Lot ot L
Biln. Rlckettg‘ %, Z ‘

fuanme M. Ricketts

State of Pennsylvaniy )
County of (fearheld . )

On this ___{ S day of [ p) E‘ CEM &) E @ 2007 _, before me, the undersigned officer, personally
apperred F 11 A Kic KedTs  + foipande M RicKETTS

known to me (or satisfactorily proven) o be the person(s) whase name(s) is/are subsoribed 1o the within instrument and
acknowledged that he/she/they exccuted the same for the purpose thetein contained.

(" .
NN Coalport Boro, Cearbald
% ~‘¢f,§,'------' Yoy Cormmison Expires Sepk. 9, 2008
PAOGL 12-9:04;, ¥ Y5 s o S O
This insvument prepared by t Rosources, Inc. 61 MeMurray Rozd, Suite 204, Pittsburgh, PA 15241

After recording please retumed 10: Ardent Resources, Inc. 61 McMurray Roed, Sulte 204, Pittsburgh, PA 15241

- Exhibit ‘&
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WILLIAM A, HaGeRrTY
ATTORNEY AT LAW
(‘\-EARnn.D.PA.

April 3rd 19713
To R ¥ Read Esq

Register or wills of Clearrield co

I Baran MoAllister widow of John MoAll:ster late

h of OIearfiaid Pehna decaaned hercby renounge uv
right to takeout letters of adminiatration on. said est
the &ppoiment of charres g MoAllister

ate amd request

——— =
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ADMINISTRATOR’S BOND.

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS:

of Clearfield County and Commonwealth of Pennsylvacia, are held and firmly bound unto the Common-
8ix.Thovsand.............. Doilars, 1a'wful money of the
United States, to be paid to the Commonwealth, to which payment well truly to be niide and done, we

wealth of Pennsylvania, in the sum of..

of...... N April. . :3z..., A.D. 19,13 n

:The Condition of this Obligetion is, That if the above bounden. Charlea . ¥c8ilinter. .. ... ... .. .
e e T Administrat OT
of all and singular the goods; chattels and credits of Jahn MeAlldatex. .. ..................... .. )

o ‘do nrake, or canse to ke mnde' n-true and perfect inventory of a!l and singular the goods and chattels,
nghts and credits of the sald deceused which havé come or shall come, into the har ds, possession or
knmv‘ledgo of the said.. aba.rlee g.. \!cAllisteJ: ............................
or in the hands or poss< .zmm of any person or persons for. .. .. Wim, and the saine so made, do ex-
h)hlt or cause to be exhrhl(:ed mw the Regieter’s office in the County of Clearficld, within thirty days
“from the date hereof, and lhe same goods, chattels and credits, and all other goods, chattels and credits

- session of the said..

Chs.rlax? .. MeAlMeter. ... JUSSORR

do well and truly
admivister according to law; and further to make, or cause to be made & just and tine account of

and all the rest and residue of said goods, chattels,rights and credits which shall b found remaining
upon the said Administrat ©% accounts, the same being first examined and allowed by the Orphan’s
Court of the County, having jurisdiction, shall deliver and pay unbo snch ‘verson or ~-rsons as the said
Orphans’ Court, by their decree or sentence, pursuant to law shall limit or appoint, nud shall well and
truly cor)p'ly with the lawa of this Commonwealth relative to.collateral irheritance, if it shall hereafter
appear that any last ‘Will and Testement was made by said deceased, and the same shall be proven ac-
.Gharles K, MeddlMster................0
being hereunto required, dt) surrender the said Letters of Adminisiration into the Regis:er’s Dffice afore-
sald Lhen this oollgahon to be void, otherwise to remain in fgil force

/zd/.d.j%/

cording to lgw, if the said .

. OLEARFIELD COUNTY, 88:

: . You..Gkatles H..Jchllistar
gdo.......8WRST. .that as Administrat Or cof the eatate of. JON n.2 .cAllister

'deceased you will well and truly administer the goods and chattrls, rights and credits which were of

sdid deceased, acoordmg to law.

this. . zf. ...... day of...4pxil. .. .. A.D1913

x.Z«(rﬂ' - :/MZ; e

THAT WECharles YcAllister,. Janes.Mitchold and H. . 8. . Wb iteman, d...ooo... .

bind onrselves, jointly and severally, for and in the whole, our and each of our heirs, nxecutors and ad- .
mmxstrators, firmly by these presents, sealed with onr seals and dated at Clearfield, the............. day

:of the said deceased, at tha"tifit of his death, or at any time hereafter shall come into the hands or pos-

... hle L. administration, within one year from the date hereof or when theret legally ruquired;’ '
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" Charles.Il. . MaAlllbtey.

LOYLNEI L

B duyof......March.
. bo ‘the best of...hia...........
-Bubscribed and . .. .. . amm .

S

Personally appeared before me, .

aooordmg to law, doth depose and say; t
late of...Qlearfield ... ... .

........ ©t teeeesiaaaaooo . who being duly. . .

s

Yy i

<. .on or abont. ... ...,

<v......before me
thix.....iid.......?vol .APril. A D 1513
i ° o .

= .......
=
[
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TKE OOMMON'WEALTB or PENN?Y{.YANIA,
county of o’lmﬂeld ..............

.Geq.i¥.. .C—
the Probate Wills ang gracting Leiters of Admnidie

Jahn ¥cAligtar

i

ion in and for said connty
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hatJoh.n 1toA_u intev'
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No. . —Iaven of Eatale Betained :If Widow.
THe Raltsmuans Journal Print, Clearneld, Pa

\ /7%/’&ﬂ/é% V\

,in the County of

of said Estate:

do elect to retain the hereinafisr mentioned personal proporty of said deceased to
the value of Three Hundred Dollars, and request that it may be appraised and

s6t apart accopding to law.

.

Che Gormmmemvealth of Pennspyivania,
: 58!

Gounty of Qlearfield,

o e T

; : . B
Perxonally appearm heforeme, sQ-, 2 %%c. *"‘"'Z"T*-

. .in and_for satd County,

that they will well and truly, and without prejudice or partiality, value and ap-
praise and. set apart the property of saidfcceased to the value of Three Hundred
Dollars elected to be retained by /ﬂ/’//t/ y/ e :
widow of said deceased, for the use of herself and family, and in all respects per-

¢ form their duty as appraisers, to the best of their skill and judgment.

and subrerilied before me, this




Inventory and Appraisement

d by A
ow of said deceased. Taken and appraised the/?% e e
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HWe, the u%&gned
A 7. Lctr v darte of .

deceased, respectfuliy certify: That after having bee,
law, we made the a.Went of the
to he retained by:. ...wT ...

deceased, as 8ot forth in the foreg

ing in the wh

. o the sum of .

/VV T dollars.

raisers of the per.v?,l proper

duly sworn in due jorm. nf

rty of seid decedens electerd

Apraisers,




2.

Administro! s

AN , deceased, personal

v

property of said deceosed tothe amount of three hundred dollars for wse of myself
vanid family, as set owut [n the foregoing inventory. ’

County,

2.8 4D 150,
FPregident Judge.

o Widow.

Filed in the Rogister's Office of.................

INVENTORY AND APPRAISRMENT LIST
Of Peraonal Estate Set Apart




10T dividend of the pereansl estate of our

+ widow and heire

7 the said Cherles H Uaplister hina heirna

N
"
;

Fnow 8ll ren by thase presents that we 3are Hoprlintr widow

i
viend Freline Douzherty, Flla Adems, FPgther FoAlister, and ¥i1lli-m

i Vorlister helrs of John Vorlister late of the Borouzh of
y Clearfimld Pennnylvaﬁia deosasei.- who 4ied inteatate do
herdby asknowledze that we and eash of us have had snd
ed of and from Cre' rles W quliater'deinist*‘ato‘; of the ent e
of the s3ld John K ¥oAliater deoamed each the gum of § J /s &0
in full satiefaction end py rent of sll guoh sum or sumsg of
Toney sheve or shares purparTts and dilvidends whioch were dQue

 oving payable and belonting to e8oh of ua by eny meane whatsoev

er for or on acncunt of our snd eash of our full shre part
8814 Father decesse:l
And therefore we and essh of ug the said ebove mentlone:

of mald John MoAligter deocessged do by thege
presents, ramise, raleses, quitolaim and forsver diacharge
exedutors, adminirtretors
; 8nd B1lA0 hiam muretv on his bond aa adniniatrator

of eaid

entate of and from the asig fhare or dividend of the eststa

'afﬂraasiﬂ and of anl from gll aotiong, suits, peyments, 380ounta

reckoninza claims and demends whetroever for or hy Tesson thevenf
ﬁcr of any other aot matter csuge of ihinz vhagoever £or the
i Begininz of the world to the 3 'y of theas prerents .-~

1to met our hmds and neals
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State of Ohio :.
S ek
o} I 8%
On thiey¥day of fuguat A D 1981 befors me the
subagoTiter & Noterv Publia in and for naia ard State
; personelly came tha within nemed Sawa foAligter, Fmeline e
" Doucherty, Xlla Adems, and Rather MoAliater , who in 4due

| forw of law acknowledwed the foregoing release to he theizr

isnd eaoh of tleir 8ot @ nd desd and derired th:t the game miznt

be re~oried as muoh

N In tesrtimony wnereof I have hereunto set my hand and
officlaleeal the day and Year aforessid

i 7%

¢ ——— Qt LA

74 %zzw @z@

i My Commisaion expirea W RO, 192 Vi
I3

» State of Pennsylvania :
i :
i County of Fafitingdon
: Cn thingl, dav ofw A D If2I befsre me
! sy

i the subsoribver a K? “Ih and for ss1a county ena

B

i

Stet o f-arne the nthin nemed ¥illiam ¥ MoAlister who in due

S8

1 Parm of law acknowledred the foregolng releamse to be his

" ant Pn;i deed ani desired thmt the same might be renorded as
*.,suoh.

'_ i “In testimony whereof I nave hercunto set oy hand and

'~Lofficial gesl the Aay" and yeaTr aforemald

F ' o ﬂOLﬁ/J(}Da//M‘)

My %ommieqion oxplren jrw. /702,







LAST WILL AND TEéTAMg@ @8 ES @ @ 3 ]' 2

OF
FLORENCE H. DOUGHERTY

I, FLORENCE H. DOUGHERTY, of Akron, Ohio being of full age, of sound mind

- and memory, and not under restraint, do make, publish, and declare this to be my Last Will and

Testament, hereby revoking any and all Wills and Codicils heretofore made by me.

ITEMI- PAYMENT OF DEBTS AND TAXES

My Executor shall pay from the principal of my residuary estate all debts, claims, costs,
and expenses as provided by law. My Executor shall also pay from the principal cf my residuary
estate all taxes, state and federal, levied or imposed by reason of my death, including interest and
penalties thereon, if any, regardless of whom the same may be assessed against or chargeable to,
and shall not seek reimbursement or contribution from any person or property.

ITEM II - SPECIFIC BEQUEST - TANGIBLE PERSONAL PROPERTY

I give, devise, and specifically bequeath all of my tangibleA personal property,
including but not limited to jewelry, clothing, and furniture, to ANNA JONES. Should the above
named beneficiary not survive me, then this specific bequests shall lapse and be of no effect.

ITEM III - SPECIFIC BEQUESTS

[ hereby give and bequeath the following specific sums to the following organizations or
individuals as hereinafter provided:

(A) HUMANE SOCIETY OF GREATER AKRON, the sum of Five
Hundred Dollars ($500.00), absolutely.

(B) HUMANE SOCIETY OF STARK COUNTY ANIMAL SEELTER,
the sum of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00), absolutely.

(C) AFRICAN WILDLIFE FOUNDATION, the sum of Five Hundred
Dollars ($50C.00), absolutely.

(D) DEFENDERS OF WILDLIFE, the sum of Five Hundred Dollars
(8500.00), absolutely.

(E) WILDERNESS SOCIETY, the sum of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00),
absolutely.

4

Testator's Initials: —_Date: [[ /%06 t ]
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AUDUBON SOCIETY, the sum of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00),
absolutely.

ST. FRANCIS DE SALES CHURCH, the sum of Two Thousand
Dollars ($2,000.00), absolutely.

QUEEN OF HEAVEN CHURCH - Building Fund, the sum of Three
Thousand Dollars ($3,000.00), absolutely.

UNIVERSITY OF AKRON - COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, the sum
of Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00), absolutely.

BETSY PIERCE, my Niece the sum of Five Thousand Dollars
(85,000.00). Should Betsy not survive me, then this bequest shall lapse
and be of no effect.

- ITEM IV.- ALL PROPERTY

All the rest, residue, and remainder of my estate, which I may now own or hereafter
acquire of every nature, description and kind, I hereby give, devise, and bequeath to be divided

and distributed as follows:
(A)  Sixteen percent (16%) to LINDA POTTER, per stirpes,
(B)  Sixteen percent (16%) to PAULA STRINGFELLOW, per stirpes,

- (C)  Eleven percent (11%) to ROBERT HARRY SR,, should he not survive me, his
share shall go to his spouse; should she not survive, this share shall be divided per
stirpes among .their issue,

(D)  Eleven percent (11%) to CECELIA HARRY, per stirpes,

(E)  Eleven percent (11%) to BEENADINE PIERCE, per stirpes,
F Eleven percent (11%) to EILEEN HERDINA, per stirpes, and
(G) Twenty-four percent (24%) to ANN M. HARRY.

ITEM V - EXECUTOR: POWERS AND DUTIES

A. Nomination of Executor. I nominate, ANN M. HARRY, of Stow, Ohio, as Executor

of this my Last Will and Testament. If ANN M. HARRY dies, resigns, or for any reason fails or
ceases to serve as the Executor, | nominate WILLIAM STRINGFELLOW, of the State of

Testator's IH%%;: ' Date: /[ /28106

Pagg2 of 4



- Kansas, as such Executor. I request that any Executor named herein be permitted to serve
without bond. :

B. Rights, Powers, and Duties. My Executor shall have, in addition to those powers
conferred by law, the following rights, powers, and duties to be exercised without court approval
" or other authority as my Executor deems best: :

1. Rights Over Property. To receive, retain, sell, exchange, invest, and reinvest in
any property, real and personal, and any additions or substitutions thereof, without being limited
by investment restrictions, statutory or judicial. To exercise stock and other options and nights
belonging to my estate; to borrow money from the Executor or others, including the right to
borrow funds for the purpose of exercising options; to mortgage and pledge property; to
comproinise, arbitrate, settle, or release claims of or against my estate; to distribute in cash or in
kind; to lease for any term or perpetually; to collect rents, repair, improve, insure, and manage
real estate; to employ and compensate out of estate funds, agents and attorneys; and to execute
proxies, powers of attorney, consents, agreements, and all other instruments.

2. Elections. To elect the valuation date for estate tax purposes and to elect to
take deductions on estate or income tax returns (with a right but no duty to make adjustments), as
may produce the best over-all benefits to all my beneficiaries.

3. Tax Returns. To join in or consent to income and gift tax returns filed with or
by my spouse or my spouse's estate, although it may increase my estate's liabilities and to allocate
to my estate or my spouse or my spouses estate or apportion between them any tax, interest, and
penalty due thereon and any credit or refund due from any joint return filed by me or my estate,
all with no duty to obtain consideration.

4. Ancillary Administration. If in the course of the administration of my estate it
becomes necessary or advisable to have an ancillary administration of my estate and my Executor
is unable or is unwilling to-act as ancillary administrator, my Executor shall select as such
ancillary administrator such individual, bank, or trust company as my Executor shall determine
(and such determination shall not be subject to question by any beneficiary hereunder or any
other person); such ancillary administrator shall serve without bond and shall have all of the
rights, powers, and duties, and immunities hereir. conferred upon my Executor. :

ITEM VI - OVERRIDING PROVISIONS

A. Captions. As used throughout this Instrument, any Item, paragraph, or other
captions are inserted for convenience only and shall not be considered a part of or affect the
construction or interpretation of any of the provisions of this Instrument.

B. Survivorship. For purposes of Items II through IV of this my Last Will and
Testament, any beneficiary under such items shall be deemed to have survived me, if at all, only
if such beneficiary survives me by more than sixty (60) days.

P

Testator's Initials: - Date: // /23/06 ,
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C. Construction. As used throughout this Instrument, unless the context clearly

' indicates to the contrary, all pronouns shall be construed so as to refer to the masculine, feminine,

neuter, singular or plural form thereof as the identity of the persons and the situation may require,
and the singular includes the plural and the plural includes the singular.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, 1 have signed this instrument consisting of four (4) pages
which [ declare to be my Last Will and Testament at Green, Ohio, this day of November 2%

2006.

This Last Will and Testament was signed by the said FLORENCE H. DOUGHERTY in
our sight and presence and was by her declared to us to be her Last Will and Testament, she in
our opinion being of full age, of sound mind and memory, and not under restraint. At her
request, in her presence, in the presence of each other, we hereunto subscribe our names as
attesting witnesses at Green , Ohio, this day of November ﬁ, 2006.

Witness
Address 3406 Waterside Dr

Signature

Paul L. Miller Akron, OH 44319
Printed Name : -

Witness #2:

Mol d . qu I Address 1940 Greensburg Rd
Sifnlature o
Lorene A. Filing ) ' North Canton, OH 44720

Printed Name

" Page 4 of 4




Srat

CLEARFIELD COUNTY

RECORDER OF DEEDS

Karen L. Starck, Recorder
Maurene Inlow - Chief Deputy
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Karen L. Starck
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- . . OILANDGAS LEASE

Lease No.w 'Oég/ V-00

THIS AGREEMENT, ‘made and entered into this the Ist _ day of _August , 2006 (Effective Date) by and between the
living heirs of John and_ Sarah McAlister being 1) Eileen C. (Fefgus_on) Herdina; a graﬁddaughter, 0f 205 W. Jones Street,
Savannah, GA 31401; 2) Bernadine (Ferguson) Pearce, a granddaughter, of 15038 Rattle Creek Road, Abingdon, VA
24210; 3) Marilyn T. ('Fefguson} Stfingfellow, a granddaughter, of 13430 Judy Avenue NW, Uniontown, oH 44685; 4)
Sarah Virginia (Adams) Usélton, a granddaughter, of 2400 Al;ﬁ.ne Blvd, No. 7, Alpine, CA 91901; and‘S) Florence H.
Doughgrty, the widow of & grandson, of Greenview Inn, 4000 Masillon Road, Uniontown, OH 44685, to be shared

equally, hereinafier called to as Lessor (v;/hethcr one or more), and ARDENT RESOURCES, INC., of 61 McMurray
Road, Sui_té 204, Pittsburgh, PA 15241, hereinafter called Lessee,

WITNESSETH: that said Lessor, in consideration of the sum of ONE DOLLAR ($1.00), other good and veluable
benefits, and the covenants hereinafter contained on the part of the Lessee, all of which are hereby . expressly
acknowledged-in their receipt and sufficiency, does hereby grant, demise, lease and let, exclusively unto Lesses and its
successors and assigns and hereafier during the term hereof to no other party(ies), with covenants of general warranty, for
the purposes and with the rights of drilling, testing, producing, injecting and/or storage of oil and/or gas and any of their
constituent parts or related elements whether liquid or gaseous (expressly including coalbed methane and gob gas) in any
underlying strata, and withdrawing same therefrom whether or not originally produced from or injected into any strata
underlying the leasc premises described below or other lands, and otherwise exploring and operating for oil and gas by
eny and all means now known or utilized in the foture (expressly including the right to conduct seismic and other
geophysical and geochemical surveys), and of laying pipelines and building tanks, roads, stations, houses, powerlines and

‘the like for valves, meters; compressors, dehydrators, regulators, and other facilities, with all other rights and privileges

incident to or convenient for the operation of the lease premises and /or'any other lands (expressly including the right to
transport gas produced off of the lease premise and/or lands pooled or-unitized therewith, which rights-of-way hereof are
specifically granted hereunder exclusively to the Lessee and its successors and assigns), all of that certain tract(s) of land
situate in the Township of Jordan, County of Clearfield , State of Pennsylvania and bonnded substantially as follows:

On the North bi/' lands of ._Rickefts
On the East by lands of __ Burgess
On the South by lands of __Hopkins
On the West by lands of Lnnl(
Tax Map No.(s)_]20-G16:2

and containing, for the purpose of cq']éulating rentals _100.00 _ acres of land whether actually containing more or less,

and part of all of - said lands is described in that certain . deed to Lessor from
dated ! recorded in Volume/Liber , Page » in the Recorder’s

Office of said County, it being the intent of Lessor to include all lands owned by the Lessor in said County.

L. It is agreed that this!'lease shall remain in force for a primary term of five (5) years from the Effective
Date hereof and as long thereafier a$ the said land is operated by Lessee in the production of oil or gas. 1t is expressly
understood that Lessee shall maintain its rights of way as granted herein for its pipeline and other surface facilities then
existing on the leased premises at tha; expiration or. termination of this lease.

. i Co R .

2. " {(a) Lessece cove,xfaagis and agrees to deliyer to the credit of Lessor, his heirs or assigns, free of costs,
in the pipe line to which said Lessee may connect its wells, a royalty of one-eighth (1/8) of native oil produced and saved
from the lease premises. -~ | . ’ ) :

: (b) Lessee covepa.nts and agrees to pay Lessor as a royalty for the native gas from each and every
well drilled on said premises produging native gas, an amount equal to one-eighth (1/8) of the gross proceéds received
from the sale of same at the prevailing price for gas sold at the well, for all native gas saved and marketed from the said
premises. 1 L

1

3. Within Ninety (90) :flays from the Effective Date hereof Lessee agrees to pay to the Lessor the sum of
One Thousand DOLLARS ($_1,000:00) annually, commencing from the date hereof as & rental for the first 12 months,
subject however to the right of surrender hereinafter granted to Lessee, and it is understood and agreed that the rental as
hereinabove provided for is the chief consideration until commencement of a well. The commencement of a well
whether commercially productive or unproductive shall, however, be and operate ‘as a full lignidation of a.ll renpals
thereafter accruing under this provision of this lease during the remainder of the term hereof, Lessee may, at its option,

pay rentals and/or royalties quanerlyi or anpually.

- .
4. All payments under this lease shall be made by check or voucher to the order of Lessor and mailed to the

above address until the Lessee shall have written notice from the Lessor, its heirs or assigns, accompanied by original or
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_certified copies of deeds or other documents as Lessee may require evidencing such change of ownership directing
payments to be made otherwise, and any payments made as above until such direction, and thereafter in accordance with
such direction shall absolve the Lessec from any liability to any heir or assign of the Lessor. All payments of rental
and/or royalty are to be made eccording to lessor's respective interests therein, as hereafter set forth, and this lease shall
not be forfeited for Lessee's failure to pay any rentals or royalties until Lessec has received written notice by registered
mail of such default and shall fail, for a period of thirty (30) days after receipt of such notice to pay same. i

5. © Lessor reserves a total amount of 200,000 cubic feet of geas (“free gas”) annually or such part thereof as
Lessor may use each year from the gas that Lessee may hereafter produce or otherwise have availeble from one gas
production well completed and operated by Lessee hereunder upon the herein described leased premises, which said
amount of 200,000 cubic feet of gas per year Lessor shall be entitled to receive free of cost for heat and light in one
dwelling house on the lease premises provided said gas is used with economical appliances and is measured by meter
furnished by Lessor, when and as long as Lessee may elect 1o produce or operate a well for the aforesaid purposes upon
the lease premises. Lessor shall request in writing from Lessee, Lessee’s requirements for accepting this free gas,
including but not limited to, Lessor laying the necessary lines and making connections et Lessor's cost at such point on the
demised premises as may be desigrated by the Lessee, provided said gas is used with economicel appliances and is
measured by meter fumnished by Lessor. The regulation of such gas will be by regulators fumished by- Lessor, and
approved by Lessee, placed at 2 point designated by Lessee, with said gas to be used at Lessor's own risk and Lessee not
to be in any way liable for any interruption or insufficient supply of such gas for said domestic use caused by pumping
stations, breakage of lines or otherwise, and nothing herein shall prevent the Lessee from abandoning any well or wells or
pipelines on the lease premises and removing the pipe therefrom at any time. If more that 200,000 cubic feet per year is
used, the excess shall be paid for at the rate charged to domestic consumers' in the same area, and in case of default in
payment for gas used in excess of said 200,000 cubic feet, Lessee is hereby authorized to deduct the amount thereof from
any royalty or other payments that are then due, or may later become due, under the terms of this lease.

6. To pay to the Lessor an annual storage rental of two dollars ($2.00) per acre per year for the utilization of
one or more strata underlying the lease premises for' gas storage operations, for so long (in the sole estimation of Lessee)
as any stratum is so utilized, and to give to Lessor written notice of the use of the premises for storage operations; and it is
agreed that said storage rental is in lieu of delay rental, shut-in royalty, and/or royalty payments, except that storage rental
and royalty payments shall be paid simultaneously by Lessee if Lessee simultaneously conducts storage operations in one
or more strata in the premises and produces oil and/or gas from one or more other strata; and it is further agreed that the
termination of gas storage operations shall be in full liquidation of all storage rental during the remainder of this lease. .

7 In addition to the covenants of general warranty hereinabove contained, Lessor further covenants and
agrees, that if Lessor's title to the lease premises shall ‘come into dispute or litigation, or, if, in the judgment of Lessee,
there are bona fide adverse claims to the rentals or royalties hereinabove provided for, then Lessee, at its option, may
withhold the payment of said rentals or royalties until final adjudication or other settlement of such dispute, litigation,
claim or claims; and that Lessee, at its option, may pay and discharge any taxes, mortgages or other lien or liens, existing,
levied, assessed or which may hereafter come into existence or be levied or assessed on or against the leased premises,
and, in the event it exercises such option, Lessee shall be subrogated to the lien and any and all rights of any holder or
holders thereof, and may reimturse itself by applying to the discharge of any such mortgage, tax, or other lien or liens,
any rental or royalty accruing hereunder. Lessor pledges and covenants to execute any and all curative instruments
reasonably required by Lessee in furtherance of Lessor's warranties. It is agreed that if Lessor owns an interest in the land
herein described less than the entire fee simple estate, then the rentals and royalties to be paid Lessor shall be reduced
proporticnately. . ’

8. If and when drilling, other operations and/or payments due hereunder are delayed or interrupted by lack
of water, labor or material, or by fire, storm, flood, war, rebellion, insurrection, riot, strike, differences with workmen, or
failure of carriers to transport or furnish facilities for transportation, or as a result of some permit, order, rule, regulation,
reduisition or necessity of the government, -or as the result of any other cause whatsoever beyond the control of Lessee,
the time of such delay or interruption shall not be counted against Lessee, anything in this lease to the contrary
notwithstanding. All express or implied covenants of this lease shall be subject to all Federal and State Laws, Executive
Orders, Rules or Regulations, aad this lease shall not be terminated, in whole or in part, nor Lessee held liable in damages
for failure to comply therewith, if compliance is prevented ky, or if such failure is the result of any such Law, Order, Rule
or Regulation. ) :

9. Lﬁssee shall have the ﬁght at any time during the term of this lease or after the expiration or termination
thereof to remove all machinery, fixtures, pipe lines, houses, buildings, and other structures placed on said premises,
including the right to pull and remove all casing and tubing, . i

"10. If the Lessee shall begin operations for the commencement of a well during the term of this lease or any
extension thereof, the Lessee shall then have the right to complete the drilling of such wells, and if oil or gas or either of
them be found in paying quantities, this lease shall continue and be in force and with like effect as if such well had been
completed within the term first herein mentioned. -

11. Lessee shall have the right to assign this lease or any interest and the assignee of Lessefe' shall h.ave '
i corresponding rights, privileges, and obligations with respect to said royalties apd rentals as 1o the acreage assigned to it.

12. Lessee shall upon completion of the first pmﬂuctivé well upon said lease premises, or upon any part of

the leased premises being included ina unit as described in Paragraph 20 below, make a diligent effon 10 obtain & pipelix'xe
connection but any delay shall not be counted against the Lesses. provided Lessee shall, as prepaid royalty, make shut-in
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) royalty payments in the amount equal to the delay rental amount described above for quarterly periods, beginning one
year from the, date the first productive well shall be completed until said first well shall be connected to a pipeline. In the
event that production of oil, gas or their constituents is thereafier interrupted and not marketed from any well(s) capable of
production for a period of twelve (12) consecutive months, Lessee shall pay to Lessor annually for each twelve (12)
consecutive months shut in period as shut-in royalty income and as credit against the payment of future royalties the sum
of one dollar per acre for each well(s) shut-in, which paymenrs shall serve to maintain this Lease in full force and effect.
Lessee's failure to timely and/or properly pay said shut in royalty shall render Lesses hable for the amount due, but shall
not operate to terminate this lease.

13. Lessee mayy at any time during the term hereof, cancel and surrender this lease, in whole or in part, and
be relieved of any and all obligations, payments and liabilities thereafier to accrue as to the surrendered premises, by the
mailing of a notice of such surrender to Lessor or by filing a Release or Surrender of Oil and Gas Lease(s) of record
describing the premises being released or surrendered, provided that Lessee-shall maintain surface rights-of- way for its
exxsnng surface facilities over the surrendered lands

14. It is agreed that seid Lessee may drill or not drill on said land as it may elect, and the consideration and -
. rentals paid and to be paid hereunder eonsntute adequate compensation for such pnvxlege

15,  Itis agreed that said Lessce shall have the pnvﬂege of usmg free of charge sufficient water, oil and gas
from the said prermses to run all machmery necessary for dnllmg and operauons therean, and at any time to remove all
machmery and fixtures placed cn said premises.

16.  No well shall be d.nlled by Lessee within 200 feet of the dwellmg house or bamn now on said premises,
except by consent of Lessor.

17.  The lease premises may be fully and freely used by Lessor for any purpose exeeptmg such parts as are
used by Lessee in operatlon hereunder.

18.  Lessee shall pay Lessor for all damages to growing erops, fences or trees caused by Lessee's operations.

19, This instrument may be executed in counterparts each having the same validity as if the original. Should
any one or more of the parties named as Lessor fail to execute t.hxs lease, it shall nevertheless be binding upon all such
parties \ who do execute it as Lessor. - .

20 Lessor grants to the Lessee, its heirs and assxgns the nght to consolidate the herein descnbed premises or
any part thereof at the optnon of Lessee with others to form a unit not to exceed 640 acres for the development to the same
effect as if said premises together with others in the area had been Jomtly leased by various Lessors to the Lessee as a
single undivided tract and in such event. Lessor agrees to accept, in lieu of the royalty hereinbefore recited, such
proportion of one-eighth (1/8) of the ol or gas marketed from the unitized area as his acreage included therein bears to the
total acreage of the unitized area, Lessee may give. notice to Lessor of such consolidation by mail to the above address or
by, filing a declaration of record describing the properties so consolidated or unitized.

21. Lessee may extend the primary term for one additional period equal to the primary term by paying to
Lessor at any time within the primary term proportionate to Lessor’s percentage. of ownership an Extension Payment
equal in amount to the -annual Delay Rental as herein described in Paragraph 3 above, or by drilling a well on the
Leasehold which is capable of commercial lproducuon

All the terms, conditions, and covenants herein-contaisied shall be binding upon the parties hereto and shall extend
to and be binding upon their respective heirs, successors, personal representatives and assigns, but no representations
i other than those herein contmned shall be binding on either party .

N WITNESS WHEREOF the lessor has/have hereunto set its/their hand(s) the day and year ﬁrst above written.

WITNESS:

W\\M%Udl éﬂ@(f@m} Uonteii

Eileen C. (Ferguson) Herdind”
Mionelle. Nel le b

WITNESS: LESSOR:

Bernadine (Ferguson) Pearce
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CWITNESS: . LESSOR:

Marilyn T. (Ferguson) Stringfellow

WITNESS: LESSOR:

Sarah Virginia (Adams) Uselton

WITNESS: L - LESSOR:

Florence H. Dougherty

State of Eteoryy e ’ )
County of __(" SR I i )

On this 1 day of B, < TR = , 200 _b_, before me, the undersigned officer, personally appeared

E \C(n Q \-\-fr.q DL

known to me. (or aansfactonly proven) to be the person(s) whose name(s) is/are subscribed to the within
instrument and acknow]edged that he/she/they executed the same for the purpose therein contained.

IN WITNESS. WHEREOF, [ hereunto set my hand-=

NotaryPubhc
My commission expires; &<+ # 200
SEAL

FORM: PAOGL 12-9-04 N
This instrument prepared by: Ardent Resources, Inc. 61 McMurray Road, Sulte 204, Pittsburgh, PA 15289y
After recording please returned to: Ardent R ces, Inc. 61 McMurray Road, Suite 204, Pitisburgh, PA 15241
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Tensa. Wirranty Dued, Shost Form No. 30 ’

Chis Beed,

Sade the . TWENTY_FIRST day of DECELBER in th
of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and fgrty—nm?‘?wlﬁ) . 1 fhe year
Betwern FRED J. THOMPSON, JR., and DORIS C. THOMPSON, his wife, of

Clearfield Borough, Clearfield County, State orf Pennsylvania, partie

Soaox |,
State of
Ohio, party of the second part, hereinafter called Grantee,

. - ] '
and ESTHER‘ I‘:lAM of 13093 Cedar Road, Cleveland Heights,

b=

Wituesseth, that in consideration of ONE (31.00) DOLLAR -

Laikax,
in hand paid, the receipt whereof is hereb acknowledged, the said grantorS do  hereby
grant amfeom)ey to the said grantee , ALL their right, title and- interest in

and to 100 Acreg of Coal i‘ight, situate in the Township of Jardan,

Ry

name of John Mc’Ali'ster Heirs.

BFiING_ the same premises which were returned for t:he'non-payment

of taxes for ths year 1945 and sold by the Treasurer of Clearrield
County to the Commisstoners of Clearfield Count

.

in the name of John MeAlister Heirs, said deed .being. datad'mp.:n;aeg

the ‘seme premises which were sold by the Commissioners of Clearfidd

County. to. Pred J. ' Thempson, Jr., one of the grantors herein, 'bysi!"x"'ituﬁ
8ale under Order. of .Court dated December 5, 1949, Proceedings filed
to No. 477 November Term 1949, saild deeq being dated 15th day g
Deéemi:j_i-,‘€1949;"¢qd~ inténded to be recorded. - e

Clearfield County and State of Pennsylvania, formerly assessed in the. Js...
B L. . < epes

Y &s property essessegl_ B

day of Septauiber, 1948, and recorded in the office of the Proth'nnbtéx'-y
of Clearfield County, Pemsylvma, ‘In Docket No. 147, page -35} 'gnd ek
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And the said grantors , do hpreby covenans shas tbey
SPECIALLY the property herely convayed.

" Bigurd, Bealed nud Beltvered
in the Peeseure of .

s 403 ¢

will WARRANT

Sateq  PENNSYLVANIA }
8.
Countyof CLEARFIELD

' Waﬁm wrmwuv appeared  Fred 3. Thoampsen, .
Thompson, his wife, v r

. ..._.."....u,ua
. '|| " ln{ i danne, 1638

On this, the . '7.‘* daquM

e
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CLEARFIELD COURTY. PA
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o g WU g L A
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ol
FLOT.
SF |
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PROBATE COURT OF CUYAHOGA COUNTY, ORIO
758997 FRANCIS 1. TALTY, Presiding Judge 15625 | 49
ESTATE OF __ ESTHER M. ISHAM . DECEASED
Case No. 911782 DOCkE(. 910 PIQO

Decedent died on

CERTIFICATE OF TRANSFER
NO._. 1

May 24, 1980

described in this cartificate, The pcrsons to whom such rea! estate

owning the real estate
passed by devise, descent or slection arze as

follows.
ol ,,-'_.,u,:',.‘.; ranas g, A S—— e e
s Loy ) O g e oy " - u
Name ‘\ §, N ence G i lnﬂ:” ut
‘ . R Address .:.LI.M " Estate so Passing
: ~1$86 E. 357th Street = 20Apine Bivd 47 One-tenth
| LUCILLE scuumcnaﬁu.m ' .uésthke' onddseest Apire, CA 12801 J
13430 . Judy Avenwue, .- . - Ona-tenth
— MARILYN STRINGFELLOW Uniontown. of 52" e b ;One-tentl
~ VIRGINIA USELTON $A RA h PO Box 20003 e dipiee Bed 97 One-tenth
Bl Cajon, CA 920:1 Alpia, CA s3ms1
EILEEN C. HERDINA 1122 Merriman Road One-tenth
. Akron, OH 44313
BUCILLE- SCHUMACHER 1486 E. 357th Street One-tenth
-Cosrdben-foz aasciake,—ou_ueee
DOROTHY SALISBURY (Incompetent)
I M TIZ2 MI¥¥in S¥treet -
BILLIE JEAN McALLISTER Saxton, PA l66se One-tenth
3088 Cottage Grove Rd. -
JAMES M. DOUGHERTY . Uniontown, OH 44685 . One-tenth
BERNADINE PEARCE M,M lTod3 -
Abington, VA 24210 One-tenth
{0 Cottage Grove R4.
JOHN H. DOUGHERTY ge One-tenth
UGHERT Uniontown, OH 44685 e-tent!
CARL DOUGHERTY 1088 Cottage Crove RA-

Uniontown, OH 44685

One-tenth

[Comptete If spplicable} The real estate described in this certificate is subjecl to acharge of $
in favor of decedent’s surviving spouse,
in respect of the unpaid balance of the s

share.

A 4
pecific monetary shara which is part of the surviving spouse’s total intastate -
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¥
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

CIVIL DIVISION

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.
a corporation,
Plaintiff

vs.

Bill A, Ricketts and Luane
H. Ricketts, husband and
wife; and Eileen C. Herdina,
Bernadine Pearce, Marilyn T.
Stringfellow, Florence H.
Dougherty and Sarah V.
Uselton, individuals,
Defendants.

FiLEL) o
7 vugfﬂ%%é/ Aﬁ‘dl\/&ddco

14
William A. Shaw
Pmmgggxy/Clerk of Courts

Lol S S NS N . S S S S S S S S S R R R A T T B N S I A 2

No. 06 - 1912 - CD

Type of Pleading:

PRAECIPE FOR STATUS
CONFERENCE

Filed on behalf of:
Plaintiff

Counsel of Record for
this party:

James A. Naddeo, Esqg.
Pa I.D. 06820

207 E. Market Street
P.O. Box 552
Clearfield, PA 16830
(814) 765-1601




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL DIVISION -

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.
a corporation,
Plaintiff
vs. No. 06 - 1912 - CD
Bill A, Ricketts and Luane
H. Ricketts, husband and .
wife; and Eileen C. Herdina,
Bernadine Pearce, Marilyn T.
Stringfellow, Florence H.
Dougherty and Sarah V.
Uselton, individuals,
Defendants.

* O X X X X X X X X X * * *

PRAECIPE FOR STATUS CONFERENCE

TO THE PROTHONOTARY:

Dear Sir:

Please schedule a status conference in the above-

captioned case.

Lam Q ﬂ@fjdw

Jgmes A. Naddeo, Esquire
Attorney for Plaintiffs




o

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL DIVISION

ARDENT RESOQURCES, INC.
a corporation,
Plaintiff
VS. No. 06 - 1912 - CD
Bill A, Ricketts and Luane
H. Ricketts, husband and
wife; and Eileen C. Herdina,
Bernadine Pearce, Marilyn T.
Stringfellow, Florence H.
Dougherty and Sarah V.
Uselton, individuals,
Defendants.

¥ % % % % X % % X % ¥ H % *

ORDER
AND NOW, this JZﬂji day of November 2009, it is the
ORDER of this Court that a hearing is scheduied upon Plaintiff's
Praecipe for Status Conference for the _Q{il? day of
,S(_xgyé)g_\g\\ ., 2080, at Q'%Am. in @mm\b:g‘gs -
Clearfield County Courthouse, Clearfield, Pennsylvania.

BY THE COURT,

FILEDSe

William A Shaw /\/
Prothonotary/Clerk of Courts
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL DIVISION

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.
a corporation,
Plaintiff
vs. No. 06 - 1912 - CD
Bill A, Ricketts and Luane
H. Ricketts, husband and
wife; and Eileen C. Herdina,
Bernadine Pearce, Marilyn T.
Stringfellow, Florence H.
Dougherty and Sarah V.
Uselton, individuals,
Defendants.

Type of Pleading:

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Filed on behalf of:
Plaintiff

Counsel of Record for
this party:

James A. Naddeo, Esqg.
Pa I.D. 06820

207 E. Market Street
P.O. Box 552
Clearfield, PA 16830
(814)  765-1601

% % % Ok % % % % %k X ok %k % %k ok O X Ok X X X X % ok ¥ X H * * * * X * ¥

FILED

O 1055 ¢.m GE€

g NV2E WS,

William A. Shaw .
Prothonotary/Clerk of Courts o/



IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

CIVIL DIVISION

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.
a corporation,
Plaintiff

VS.

Bill A, Ricketts and Luane
H. Ricketts, husband and
wife; and Eileen C. Herdina,
Bernadine Pearce, Marilyn T.
Stringfellow, Florence H.
Dougherty and Sarah V.
Uselton, individuals,
Defendants.

% % % ¥ ¥ O X % X X X X %

No. 06 - 1912 - CD

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, James A. Naddeo,

Esquire,

do hereby certify that a

certified copy of Praecipe for Status Conference was served on the

following and in the following manner on the 25 day of November,

2009:

First-Class Mail,

Postage Prepaid

Laurance B. Seaman, Esqg.
GATES & SEAMAN

Two North Front Street
P.0O. Box 846

Clearfield, PA 16830

Kim C. Kesner, Esq.
212 South Second Street
Clearfield, PA 16830

NADBKO & LEWIS, LLC
By@am a“ﬂad()ﬂm

Japes A. Naddeo
Atjtorney for Plaintiff




/

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL DIVISION

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.,
Plaintiff

No. 06-1912-CD

VS.
BILL A. RICKETTS and LUANE H. RICKETTS,
husband and wife; and EILEEN C. HERDINA,
BERNADINE PEARCE, MARILYN T. STRINGFELLOW,
FLORENCE H. DOUGHERTY and SARAH V. USELTON,
individuals,

Defendants

* % * ¥ ¥ F ¥ X *

ORDER

NOW, this 28th day of January, 2010, the Court noting that the parties caused
Stipulations of Fact to be filed on June 1,'2009 and that the issue is ownership of
gas rights on the part of the Defendants; the parties desiring to waive any non-jury
trial and have the Court make a determination of the issue based upon the
stipulations; accordingly it is the ORDER of this Court that counsel for the
Defendants submit brief to the Court by no later than March 29, 2010. Either party
may, in their discretion, provide the Court with a reply brief by no later than April 8,
2010.

Oral argument shall be scheduled before‘the Court on the issues on the 15th day

of April, 2010 at 1:30 p.m. in Courtroom No. 1 of the Clearfield County Courthouse,

Clearfield, Pennsylvania.

urts , BY THE COURT,

President Judge
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY,

PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL DIVISION
ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.,
a corporation,
Plaintiff :
Vs. : No. 06-1912-CD

BILL A. RICKETTS and LUANNE H.
RICKETTS, husband and wife; and

EILEEN C. HERDINA, BERNADINE l(esnzr

[y AccAmps: Maddeo

{ PEARCE, MARILYN T. : Seaman,
STRINGFELLOW, FLORENCE H. : 4 100 awlib
. William A. Shaw Lawlebr
ggitngi};:SRTY and SARAH V. USELTON,: ot Mam A Shaw MW
Defendants i % B
OPINION

On November 16, 2006, Ardent Resources, Inc., (hereinafter “Plaintiff”) filed this

action seeking a judgment declaring the rightful owner of the oil and gas estate to a 100

acre parcel in Jordan Township, Clearfield County. The Defendants in this action are, Bill

A. and Luanne H. Ricketts, (hereinafter “Ricketts Defendants™) and Eileen C. Herdina,
Berﬁadine Pearce, Marilyn T. Stringfellow, Florence H. Dougherty and Sarah V. Uselton,
(hereinafter “McAllister Defendants™). In lieu of trial in this matter, the parties jointly
submitted Stipulations of .Fact, and agree to this Court’s reliance upon them for its entry of
Findings of Fact without further proof.

The Ricketts Defendants are the current owners of the 100 acre parcel situated in
Jordan Towﬁship, Clearfield County, (hereinafter “100 acre parcei”) by deed dated January
15, 1973 being recorded in Clearfield County Deeds and Records Book to Volume 616,
Page 220. (Stipulation #2). There is a dispute regarding whether the gas and oil was
severed from the surface estate prior to January 15, 1973. Further, if the gas and oil estate

had been severed from the surface estate prior to January 15, 1973 said title would remain




vested in the heirs of John A. McAllister.' John A. McAllister acquired title to the 100 acre
parcel by deed dated September 1, 1882 recorded in Clearfield County Deeds and Records
Book to Volume 38, Page 339. (Stipulation #5). The McAlister Defendants are (at least a
portion of) the heirs of J ohn A. McAllister. (Stipulations #25-29).
I Chain of Title

The Ricketts Defendants (Bill A. Ricketts is now deceased) reside on two (2)
parcels of real estate, consisting of 235 acres in Jordan Township, Clearfield County,
(hereinafter “Ricketts Farm”). The Ricketts Defendants acquire titled to the Ricketts Farm
in 1973 from John W. and Catherine Ricketts. (Stipulation #2). The parcel described as
THE SECOND THEREOF contains 100 acres and it is the ownership of the oil and gas
under this 100 acres which is the subject of this Declaratory Judgment Action. John W. and
Catherine Ricketts acquired the 100 acre parcel by deed dated August 22, 1955, from Ralph
and Edith Diehl at Clearfield County Deed Book 445, Page 29. (Stipulation #3).

' The chain of title for the 100 acre parcel derives through John McAllister who
acquired the parcel (then described as 124 acres and 59 perches) in 1882, by Deed at
Clearfield County Deed Book Volume 38, Page 399. (Stipulation #5). The 100 acre parcel
1s presently assessed as “100 A SURF.” and identified by Clearfield County Assessment
Map No. 120-G16-2. (Stipulation #6). In 1914, assessment records indicated that the 100
acre parcel was transferred to Mrs. Michael Smith. (Stipulation #9).

John A. McAllister died testate in Ashville, Cambria County on January 19, 1913.
(Stipulation #10). His will (which identified him as John McAlister (sic)) was probated in
Cambria County at Estate File 9722. (Stipulation #11). Mr. McAllister’s will contains the

following dispositive provision for the 100 acre parcel:

' The Record in this matter contains references to both a John A. McAlister and a John A. McAllister,
hereinafter the Court will refer to him as John A. McAllister.




Fourth: 1 will and bequeath to my Daughter, Mary Smith, all the

Surface Land being 130 acres of the Fagan Farm and # 1000 00 dollars the

coal under said farm Excepted with usual Mining Rights and Priviledges.

The third paragraph of John McAllister’s will provides:

Third: 1 will and bequeath to my Son, John McAlliéter, 2 of the
coal right in the Fagan Farm situate in Jordan Township, Clearfield
County, Pennsylvania.

(Stibulation #14). The McAllister will did not contain a residuary clause.
(Stipulation Exhibit #8).

The Ricketts’ title for the 100 acre parcel then derives from a 1937 deed from the
Treasurer of Clearfield County to the Clearfield County Commissioners for unpaid 1932,
1933, 1934 and 1935 taxes of property “consisting of 100 acres surface situate in the
Township of Jordan purporting to be owned and assessed in the name of Mrs. Michael
Smith.” (Stipulation #16). In 1943, the Clearfield County Commissioners then sold lands in
Jordan Township “containing 100 A Surf and sold as the property of Mrs. Michael
Smith...” to John C. Diehl, the Ricketts predecessor in title, by Deed dated August 23,
1943, Clearfield County Deed Book Volume 441, Page 170. (Stipulation #17).

In 1945, John C. Diehl, conveyed to Joseph Radomskys, et al, the interest he had
acquired in the 100 acre parcel by Deed dated May 12, 1945 at Clearfield County Deed
Book Volume 368, page 253. (Stipulation #18). In 1949, Joseph Radomsky, et al, conveyed
to John C. Diehl the interest they had acquired in the 100 acre parcel by Deed dated
December 19, 1949 at Clearfield County Deed Book Volume 441, Page 171. (Stipulation
#19). In 1954, John C. Diehl conveyed to Ralph Diehl the interest he had acquired in the
100 acre parcel by Deed dated November 1, 1954 at Clearfield County Deed Book Volume

441, Page 174. (Stipulation #20). As stated above, Ralph Diehl later conveyed title to the

100 acre parcel to the Ricketts predecessors in title.




Il Claims of Ownership

The McAllister Defendants, along with other unnamed McAllister heirs, claim
ownership of the oil and gas in question, as a result of the separation of oil and gas from the
surface by John A. McAllister’s will, and therefore, at the tax sale, only 100 acres of
surface was acquired in the chkéus Defendants’ chain of title. The McAllister Defendants
aver that John A. McAllister’s will created a partial intestacy, as it devised to his son half
of the coal rights from the Fagan Farm and conveyed the surface rights to his daughter,
however it failed to devise or bequeath the oil and gas rights, the remaining half of the coal
rights, and did not contain a residuary clause. Furthermore, the McAllister Defendants
maintain that the law mandates that title acquired by the purchaser at a tax sale is limited to
what was covered by the assessment on wﬁich the tax sale was based. See New Shawmut
Mining Co. v. Gordon, 43 Pa. D. & C.2d 477, 1963 WL 6598 (1963); Bannard v. New
York Natural Gas Corp., 448 Pa. 239, 293 A.2d 41 (1972). Accordingly, since Mrs.
Michael Smith’s unpaid taxes were levied only on the surface rights of the 100 acre parcel,
then the tax sale could only convey title to the surface rights.

The Ricketts Defendants claim ownership of the oil and gas rights in question,
arguing that John A. McAllister’s will conveyed both the surface and oil and gas rights to
his daughter. The Ricketts Defendants cite the long recognized presumption that one who
writes a will intends to dispose of all his estate and not to die intestate as to any portion
thereof. See In re Grier’s Estate, 403 Pa. 517, 170 A.2d 545 (1961). In addition, the
Ricketts maintain that the construction of a will should be adopted in a manner to avoid
intestacy unless such construction will do violence to the language of the will. See In re
Hills Estate, 432 Pa. 269, 247 A.2d 606 (1968); 20 Pa. C.S.A. §2514(1.1). Based upon the
presumption against intestacy and a lack of a specific intent by John A McAllister in his

will to exclude the oil and gas estate, the Ricketts Defendants aver that his will did in fact




convey both the surface rights and gas and oil rights to his daughter, which then passed the
chain of title to them.

Having presented each set of Defendants respective claims of ownership to the oil
and gas rights of the 100 acre parcel, the Court will now determine which party is the
rightful owner of said rights.

LI Declaration of Ownership

This Court finds that the Ricketts Defendants are the rightful owners of the oil and gas
estate to the 100 acre parcel in Jordan Township, Clearfield County. Utilizing the
presumption that one who writes a will intends to dispose of all his estate and not to die
intestate as to any portion thereof, the Court finds the John A. McAllister intended to
devise and bequeath to his daughter both the surface rights and the oil and gas rights. See In
re Grier S Estate, 403 Pa. 517, 170 A.2d 545 (1961)(holding that “[o]ne who writes a will
1s presumed to intend to dispose of all his estate and not to die intestate as to any portion
thereof” and “[i]f possible to do so, a will must be construed to avoid an intestacy.”)(
citations omitted). The Court also finds that the McAllister Defendants have failed to
present sufficient evidence to show that John A. McAllister intended to withhold the oil
and gas rights from his daughter. See 20 PA. C.S.A. §2514(1.1)(“ In the absence of a
contrary intent appearing therein, wills shall be construed as to real and personal estate in
accordance with the following rules: (1.1) Construction that will passes all property.--A
will shall be construed to apply to all property which the testator owned at his death,
- inclﬁding property acquired after the execution of his will.””) |

Theré 1s nothing in the McAllister will or in the stipulated facts that show any
intent by John A. McAllister to exclude the oil and gas estate of the Fagan farm from his

will. The lack of a residuary clause does not signal an intent for a partial intestacy, but




rather this Court believes it demonstrates that Mr. McAllister intended to convey his entire
estate, particularly the Fagan Farm.

The Court finds that the language of the c;onveyance to Mary Smith in the
McAllister will of “all the surface land” is merely an acknowledgment of the severance of
half of the coal rights in the preceding paragraph. See Yuscavage v. Hamlin, 391 Pa. 13,
137 A.2d 242 (1958)(holding “[w]e are satisfied that_ the grantors conveyed their entire
right, title and interest in and to the land as the deed in the main indicates. It must be
remembered that the coal here had already been reserved and removed, and we are
convinced that the term ‘surface’ was employed ih contemplation of that severance only.”).
Further, the Court finds that the Clearfield County Treasurer and Commissioners deeds
which describe the assessment as “surface,” also relates to the severance of the coal rights,
and does not sever the oil and gés estate from the surface rights on the 100 acre parcel.

_ORDER
5T

AND NOW, this i'_ day of April, 2010, the parties having agreed to an
adjudication of this action upon their joint Stipulation, and after consideration thereof, this
Court finds and declares the following in accordance with the Declaratory Judgments Act,
42 Pa. C.S.A. Section 7531 et seq:

1. This Court approves and adopts the Stipulations as its Findings of Fact.

2. This Court makes the following Conclusions of Law:

a. By the Fourth paragraph of his will John A. McAllister intended to
devise to his daughter, Mary Smith, fee Asimple title in and to the 100
acre parcel, identified by Clearfield County Tax Assessment Map
Number 120-G16-2, more fully described in that deed to Bill A. Ricketts

and Luanne H. Ricketts dated January 15, 1973, recorded in the Office




of the Recorder of Deeds of Clearfield County on January 22, 1.973 to
Deed Book Volume 616, at Page 220, and described therein as parcel #1
including the oil and gas estate excepting only the coal separately
deviséd.

b J ohh McAllister’s will devised to his daughter, Mary Smith, fee simple'
title to the 100 acre parcel subject only to the devise in Paragraph 3 of an
interest in the coal to his son, John McAllister.

c. Title to the oil and gas estate in and to the 100 acre parcel, more fully
described above, was acquired by and is vested in Luanne H. Ricketts.

3. Based upon these findings, this Court makes Fhe following declarations:

a. Luanne H. Ricketts is the fee simple owner of the oil and gas estate
under and to the 100 acre parcel described hereinbefore.

b. Her title is hereby quieted free and clear of the adverse claims of the
Defendants Eileen C. Herdina, Bernadine Pearce, Marilyn T.
Stringfellow, Florence H. Dougherty, Sarah V. Uselton, and/or any other
parties claiming by or through them and/or any other parties claiming by
or through John McAllister and/or his administrators, executors, heirs,

SUCCESSOrIS, or assigns.

BY THE COURT,

W
REPRIC J. AMMERMAN
President Judge
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.,
a corporation,
Plaintiff

Vs.

BILL A. RICKETTS and LUANNE H.
RICKETTS, husband and wife;
and EILEEN C. HERDINA,
BERNADINE PEARCE, MARILYN T.
STRINGFELLOW, FLORENCE H.
DOUGHERTY and SARAH V.
USELTON, individuals,
Defendants

PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL ACTION - LAW

No. 2006-1912-CD

Type of Case: Civil

Type of Pleading:
NOTICE OF APPEAL

Filed on behalf of Defendants:
: Eileen C. Herdina, Bernadine Pearce,
: Marilyn T. Stringfellow, Florence H.
: Dougherty and Sarah V. Uselton

Counsel of Record for this Party:
Laurance B. Seaman, Esq.

Supreme Court No.: 19620

GATES & SEAMAN
Attorneys at law

Two North Front Street
P. O. Box 846
Clearfield, PA 16830
(814) 765-1766

FILED . e

I 103 rghee Coud™
MAY 19 2010 & 1cc
William A. Shaw @

Prothonotary/Clerk of Courts
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL DIVISION

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.,
a corporation, Plaintiff

-Vs- : No. 2006-1912-CD

BILL A. RICKETTS and LUANNE H.
RICKETTS, husband and wife, and
EILEEN C. HERDINA, BERNADINE
PEARCE, MARILYN T. STRINGFELLOW,
FLORENCE H. DOUGHERTY and SARAH V.
USELTON, individuals, Defendants

NOTICE OF APPEAL

Notice is hereby given that Eileen C. Herdina, Bernadine Pearce, Marilyn T.
Stringfellow, Florence H. Dougherty and Sarah V. Uselton, Defendants above named,
hereby appeal to the Superior Court of Pennsylvania from the Order, dated April 21,
2010 and entered in this matter April 21, 2010. This Order has been entered in the

docket as evidenced by the attached copy of the dgcket entries.

Date: May 19, 2010 Laurance B. Seaman, Esquire
(Pa. 1.D. 19620)
Attorney for Defendants,
Eileen C. Herdina, Bernadine Pearce,
Marilyn T. Stringfellow, Florence H.
Dougherty and Sarah V. Uselton

Gates & Seaman, Attorneys at Law
Two North Front Street

P. O. Box 846

Clearfield, Pa 16830

(814) 765-1766




Date: 5/49/2010
Time: 08:48 AM
Page 1 of 2

Clearfield County Court of Common Pleas
ROA Report
Case: 2006-01912-CD
Current Judge: Fredric Joseph Ammerman

Ardent Resources, Inc.vs.Bill A, Ricketts, et al

Date

Civil Other-COUNT

User: LMILLER

Judge

11/16/2006

12/4/2006

12/7/2006

1/19/2007

2/14/2007

2/20/2007

6/26/2007

11/19/2008

12/9/2008

1/6/2009

New Case Filed.

Filing: Civil Complaint-Action for Declaratory Judgment Paid by: Naddeo,
James A. (attorney for Ardent Resources, Inc.) Receipt number: 1916486
Dated: 11/16/2006 Amount: $85.00 (Check) 7 Cert. to Atty.

Answer by Defendants Bill A. Ricketts and Luanne H. Ricketts to Complaint
for Declaratory Judgment, filed by s/ Kim C. Kesner Esq. 4CC Kesner.

Praecipe, filed. Please enter my appearance on behalf of Defendants,
Eileen C. Herdina, Bernadine Pearce, Marilyn T. Stringfellow, Florence H.
Dougherty and Sarah V. Uselton, in the aforementioned action, filed by s/
Laurance B. Seaman Esqg. No CC.

Affidavit of Service filed. That a certified copy of the Complaint-Action for
Declaratory Judgment filed in the above-captioned action was served upon
the following defendants, on the the following dates and at the following
addresses, in accordance with Pa.R.C.P. 403 & 404 by first class mail,
restricted delivery, return receipt requested, filed by s/James A. Naddeo
Esq. 2CC Atty Naddeo.

Acceptance of Service, filed. | hereby accept service of the
Complaint-Action for Declaratory Judgment filed in this matter on behalf of
Florence H. Dougherty and certify that | am authorized to do so on behalf of
Defendant, Florence H. Dougherty, signed by s/ Laurence B. Seaman Esq_,
filed by s/ James A. Naddeo Esq. No CC.

Sheriff Return, November 20, 2006 at 10:44 am Served the within
Complaint Action for Declaratory Judgment on Bill A. Ricketts.
November 20, 2006 at 10:44 Served the within Complaint Action for
Declaratory Judgment on Luane H. Ricketts. So Answers, Chester A.
Hawkins, Sheriff by s/Marilyn Hamm

Shff Hawkins costs pd by Naddeo $68.42

Answer to Complaint in Declaratory Judgment, filed by s/ Laurance B.
Seaman, Esquire. No CC

Certificate of Service, filed. That on the 22nd day of June 2007, served
Defendant, Luanne H. Rickett's Interrogatories to Defendant(s), McAllister
Heirs on Laurance B. Seaman Esq., filed by s/ Kim C. Kesner Esqg. 1CC
Atty Naddeo.

Certificate of Service, filed. That on the 11 day of November 2008, served a
true and correct copy of the within Second Set of Interrogatories by first
class mail to Laurance B. Seaman Esq., filed by s/ Kim C. Kesner Esq.
1CC Atty Kesner.

Certificate of Service, filed. That on the 11 day of November 2008 served a
true and correct copy of the within First Set of Interrogatories by first class
mail to James A. Naddeo Esq., filed by s/ Kim C. Kesner Esq. 1CC Atty
Kesner.

Certificate of Service, filed. That a true and correct copy of Answers to First
Set of Interrogatories from defendant, Luanne H. Ricketts was served
onthe 8th day of December 2006 to Laurance B. Seaman Esq. and Kim C.
Kesner Esq., filed by s/ James A. Naddeo Esq. No CC.

Answers To Defendant Luanre H. Rickets' Interrogatories Directed to
Defendants, Eileen C. Herdina, Bernadine Pearce, Marilyn T. Stringfellow,
Florence H. Dougherty and Sara V. Uselton, filed by s/ Laurance B.
Seaman, Esquire. no CC ’

No Judge
No Judge

No Judge

No Judge

No Judge

No Judge

No Judge

No Judge

No Judge

No Judge

No Judge

No Judge

No Judge '



i

Date: 5/49/2010
Time: 08:48 AM

Page 2 of 2

Clearfield County Court of Common Pleas User: LMILLER

ROA Report
Case: 2006-01912-CD
Current Judge: Fredric Joseph Ammerman

Ardent Resources, Inc.vs.Bill A. Ricketts, et al

Date

Civil Other-COUNT
Judge

1/8/2009

1/12/2009

3/13/2009

3/18/2009

6/1/2009

11/20/2008

11/24/2009

11/25/2009

1/29/2010

4/21/2010

Praeciep to List for Trial, filed by s/ James A. Naddeo Esq. 2CC Atty Nadde« No Judge
JURY TRIAL

Order, this 12th day of jan., 2009, pre-trial conference is scheduled for Fredric Joseph Ammerman
March 12, 2009 at 9:30 a.m. in Judges Chambers. Jury Selection is

scheduled for April 2, 2009 at 9:00 a.m. in Courtroom 1. By the Court, /s/

Fredric J. Ammerman, Pras. Judge. 1CC Attys; Naddeo, Kesner, Seaman

Order, this 12th day of march, 2009, following Pre-Trial Conference, it is Fredric Joseph Ammerman
Ordered: The case is removed from the previously scheduled jury selection
date of April 2, 2009; Counsel for the Defs. will file any stipulations of fact
no later than June 1, 200S. If the parties then agree that the legal issues
relative the title to the gas rights can be decided based upon the
stipulations and documents to be presented to the Court, they will then
request a date for submission of briefs and oral argumentst; If ultimately the
parties do not agree on submitting the issues to the Court by stipulation,
then counsel shall request that a date for non-jury trial be set. By The
Court, /s/ Fredric J. Ammerman, Pres. Judge. 1CC Attys; Naddeo, Kesner,
Seaman

Supplemental Answers to Interrogatories Directed to Defendants Herdina  Fredric Joseph Ammerman
Pearce, Stringfellow, Dougherty Uselton, filed by s/ Laurance B. Seaman,
Esquire. No CC

Stipulations, signed by Kim C. Kesner, Esquire, and Laurance B. Seaman, Fredric Joseph Ammerman
Esquire. 1CC Atty. Seaman

Praecipe For Status Conference, filed by s/ James A. Naddeo, Esquire. Fredric Joseph Ammerman
2CC Atty. Naddeo

Order, this 24th day of Nov., 2009, it is Ordered that a hearing is scheduled Fredric Joseph Ammerman
upon Plaintiff's Praecipe for Status Conference for the 28th day of Jan.,

2010, at 9:30 a.m. in Chambers. By The Court, /s/ Fredric J. Ammerman,

Pres. Judge. 2CC Atty. Naddeo

Certificate of Service, a certified copy of the Praecipe for Status Fredric Joseph Ammerman
Conference was served on Laurance B. Seaman, esquire, and Kim C.

Kesner, esquire, on the 25tk of Nov., 2009 by First-Class Mail. filed by s/

James A. Naddeo, Esquire. No CC

Order, this 28th of Jan., 2010, it is Ordered that counsel for the Defendants Fredric Joseph Ammerman
submit brief to the Court by no later than March 29, 2010. Either party may,

in their discretion, provide the Court with a reply brief by no later than April

8, 2010. Oral argument shall be scheduled on the 15th of April, 2010 at

1:30 p.m. in Courtroom 1. By The Court, /s/ Fredric J. Ammerman, Pres.

Judge. 1CC Attys; Naddeo, Kesner, Seaman

Opinion and Order, this 21st of April, 2010, the parties having agreed to an Fredric Joseph Ammerman
adjudication of this action upon their joint Stipulation, and after

consideration thereof, this Court finds and declares the following in

accordance with the Declaratory Judgments Act, 42 Pa. C.S.A. Section I hereb T

7531 et seq: (See original). By The Court, /s/ Fredric J. Ammerman, Pres.angr:ﬂgs‘igg'?om'sotfotr?:;i"!‘e |
Judge. 2CC Attys: Naddeo, Kesner, Seaman; 1CC Law Library, D. statement filed i%ythis case gina

Mikesell (without memo). '

MAY 19 2010

. ("~ .
Attest. Frothonotary/ -
Clerk of Courts




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL ACTION - LAW

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.,
a corporation,
Plaintiff
No..2006-1912-CD
VS.
Type of Case: Civil
BILL A. RICKETTS and LUANNE H.
RICKETTS, husband and wife;
and EILEEN C. HERDINA,
BERNADINE PEARCE, MARILYN T.
STRINGFELLOW, FLORENCE H.
DOUGHERTY and SARAH V.
USELTON, individuals, :
Defendants : Type of Pleading:
: PROOF OF SERVICE

Filed on behalf of Defendants:
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL DIVISION

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC., a corporation, Plaintiff
vs- - No. 2006-1912-CD
BILL A. RICKETTS and LUANNE H. RICKETTS,
husband and wife, and EILEEN C. HERDINA,
BERNADINE PEARCE, MARILYN T. STRINGFELLOW,
FLORENCE H. DOUGHERTY and SARAH V.
USELTON, individuals, Defendants

PROOF OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that service of a true and correct copy of the within Notice of Appeal
was served by depositing the same within the custody of the United States Postal Service,
first class mail, postage prepaid, on May 19, 2010, addressed as follows:

James A. Naddeo, Esquire Kim C. Kesner, Esquire

207 East Market Street " 212 South Second Street

P. 0. Box 552 Clearfield, PA 16830
Clearfield, PA 16830

The Honorable Fredric J. Ammerman Daniel J. Nelson,

President Judge Court Administrator
Clearfield County Courthouse Clearfield County Courthouse
230 East Market Street 230 East Market Street
Clearfield, PA 16830 Clearfield, PA 16830

Official Court Reporter
Clearfield County Courthouse
230 East Market Street
Clearfield, PA 16830

| understand that any false statements he
C. S. § 4904 relating to unsworn falsification to

bject nalties of 18 Pa.

Laurance B. Seaman, Esquire

(Pa. 1.D. 19620)

Attorney for Defendants, Eileen C. Herdina,
Bernadine Pearce, Marilyn T. Stringfellow,
Florence H. Dougherty and Sarah V.

Uselton

Gates & Seaman, Attorneys at Law
Two North Front Street, P. Q. Box 846
Clearfield, Pa 16830

(814) 765-1766




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.,
a corporation,
Plaintiff

VS.

BILL A. RICKETTS and LUANNE H.
RICKETTS, husband and wife;
and EILEEN C. HERDINA,
BERNADINE PEARCE, MARILYN T.
STRINGFELLOW, FLORENCE H.
DOUGHERTY and SARAH V.
USELTON, individuals,
Defendants

CIVIL ACTION - LAW

" No. 2006-1912-CD

Type of Case: Civil

Type of Pleading:
NOTICE OF APPEAL

Filed on behalf of Defendants:

: Eileen C. Herdina, Bernadine Pearce,
: Marilyn T. Stringfellow, Florence H.
: Dougherty and Sarah V. Uselton

Counsel of Record for this Party:
Laurance B. Seaman, Esq.

Supreme Court No.: 19620

GATES & SEAMAN
Attorneys at law

Two North Front Street
P. O. Box 846
Clearfield, PA 16830
(814) 765-1766




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL DIVISION

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC.,
a corporation, Plaintiff

vs- . No. 2006-1912-CD

BILL A. RICKETTS and LUANNE H.
RICKETTS, husband and wife, and
EILEEN C. HERDINA, BERNADINE
PEARCE, MARILYN T. STRINGFELLOW,
FLORENCE H. DOUGHERTY and SARAH V.
USELTON, individuals, Defendants

NOTICE OF APPEAL

Notice is hereby given that Eileen C. Herdina, Bernadine Pearce, Marilyn T.
Stringfellow, Florence H. Dougherty and Sarah V. Uselton, Defendants above named,
hereby appeal to the Superior Court of Pennsylvania from the Order, dated April 21,
2010 and entered in this matter April 21, 2010. This Order has been entered in the

docket as evidenced by the attached copy of the dgcket entries.

Date: May 19, 2010 Laurance B. Seaman, Esquire
(Pa. 1.D. 19620)
Attorney for Defendants,
Eileen C. Herdina, Bernadine Pearce,
Marilyn T. Stringfellow, Florence H.
Dougherty and Sarah V. Uselton

Gates & Seaman, Attorneys at Law
Two North Front Street

P. 0. Box 846

Clearfield, Pa 16830

(814) 765-1766




Date: 5/1 9/2010Q Clearfield County Court of Common Pleas User. LMILLER
Time: 08:48 AM ROA Report
Page 1 of 2 Case: 2006-01912-CD

Current Judge: Fredric Joseph Ammerman
Ardent Resources, Inc.vs.Bill A. Ricketts, et al

Civil Other-COUNT
Date Judge

11/16/2006 New Case Filed. No Judge

Filing: Civil Complaint-Action for Declaratory Judgment Paid by: Naddeo,  No Judge
James A. (attorney for Ardent Resources, Inc.) Receipt number: 1916486
Dated: 11/16/2006 Amount: $85.00 (Check) 7 Cert. to Atty.

12/4/2006 Answer by Defendants Bill A. Ricketts and Luanne H. Ricketts to Complaint No Judge
for Declaratory Judgment, filed by s/ Kim C. Kesner Esg. 4CC Kesner.
12/7/2006 Praecipe, filed. Please enter my appearance on behalf of Defendants, No Judge

Eileen C. Herdina, Bernadine Pearce, Marilyn T. Stringfellow, Florence H.
Dougherty and Sarah V. Uselton, in the aforementioned action, filed by s/
Laurance B. Seaman Esq. No CC.

Affidavit of Service filed. That a certified copy of the Complaint-Action for No Judge
Declaratory Judgment filed in the above-captioned action was served upon

the following defendants, on the the following dates and at the following

addresses, in accordance with Pa.R.C.P. 403 & 404 by first class mail,

restricted delivery, return receipt requested, filed by s/James A. Naddeo

Esq. 2CC Atty Naddeo.

1/19/2007 Acceptance of Service, filed. | hereby accept service of the No Judge
Complaint-Action for Declaratory Judgment filed in this matter on behalf of
Florence H. Dougherty and certify that | am authorized to do so on behaif of
Defendant, Florence H. Dougherty, signed by s/ Laurence B. Seaman Esq.,
filed by s/ James A. Naddeo Esqg. No CC.

2/14/2007 Sheriff Return, November 20, 2006 at 10:44 am Served the within No Judge
Complaint Action for Declaratory Judgment on Bill A. Ricketts.

November 20, 2006 at 10:44 Served the within Complaint Action for

Declaratory Judgment on Luane H. Ricketts. So Answers, Chester A.

Hawkins, Sheriff by s/Marilyn Hamm

Shif Hawkins costs pd by Naddeo $68.42

| 2/20/2007 Answer to Complaint in Declaratory Judgment, filed by s/ Laurance B. No Judge
: Seaman, Esquire. No CC
| 6/26/2007 Certificate of Service, filed. That on the 22nd day of June 2007, served No Judge

Defendant, Luanne H. Rickett's Interrogatories to Defendant(s), McAllister
Heirs on Laurance B. Seaman Esq., filed by s/ Kim C. Kesner Esq. 1CC
Atty Naddeo.

11/19/2008 Certificate of Service, filed. That on the 11 day of November 2008, served a No Judge
true and correct copy of the within Second Set of Interrogatories by first
class mail to Laurance B. Seaman Esq., filed by s/ Kim C. Kesner Esq.
1CC Atty Kesner.

Certificate of Service, filed. That on the 11 day of November 2008 served a No Judge
true and correct copy of the within First Set of Interrogatories by first class

mail to James A. Naddeo Esq., filed by s/ Kim C. Kesner Esq. 1CC Atty

Kesner.

12/9/2008 Certificate of Service, filed. That a true and correct copy of Answers to First No Judge
Set of Interrogatories from defendant, Luanne H. Ricketts was served
onthe 8th day of December 2005 to Laurance B. Seaman Esq. and Kim C.
Kesner Esq., filed by s/ James A. Naddeo Esq. No CC.

1/6/2009 Answers To Defendant Luanne H. Rickets' Interrogatories Directed to No Judge
Defendants, Eileen C. Herdina, Bernadine Pearce, Marilyn T. Stringfellow,
Florence H. Dougherty and Sara V. Uselton, filed by s/ Laurance B.
Seaman, Esquire. no CC




Date:’ 5/l1 9/2010 ' Clearfield County Court of Common Pleas

Time: 08:48 AM. ROA Report
Page 2 of 2 Case: 2006-01912-CD

Current Judge: Fredric Joseph Ammerman
Ardent Resources, Inc.vs.Bill A. Ricketts, et al

Civil Other-COUNT

User: LMILLER

March 12, 2009 at 9:30 a.m. in Judges Chambers. Jury Selection is
scheduled for April 2, 2009 at 9:00 a.m. in Courtroom 1. By the Court, /s/
Fredric J. Ammerman, Pres. Judge. 1CC Attys; Naddeo, Kesner, Seaman

Ordered: The case is removed from the previously scheduled jury selection
date of April 2, 2009; Counsel for the Defs. will file any stipulations of fact
no later than June 1, 2009. If the parties then agree that the legal issues
relative the title to the gas rights can be decided based upon the

; stipulations and documents to be presented to the Court, they will then

| request a date for submissicon of briefs and oral argumentst; If ultimately the

‘ parties do not agree on submitting the issues to the Court by stipulation,
then counsel shall request that a date for non-jury trial be set. By The
Court, /s/ Fredric J. Ammerman, Pres. Judge. 1CC Attys; Naddeo, Kesner,
Seaman

Date “Judge
1/8/2009 Praeciep to List for Trial, filed by s/ James A. Naddeo Esq. 2CC Atty Nadde: No Judge
: JURY TRIAL 4
i 1/12/2009 Order, this 12th day of jan., 2009, pre-trial conference is scheduled for Fredric Joseph Ammerman

3/13/2009 Order, this 12th day of march, 2009, following Pre-Trial Conference, it is Fredric Joseph Ammerman

|
‘l 3/18/2009 Supplemental Answers to Interrogatories Directed to Defendants Herdina  Fredric Joseph Ammerman
\

Pearce, Stringfellow, Dougherty Uselton, filed by s/ Laurance B. Seaman,
Esquire. No CC

6/1/2009 Stipulations, signed by Kim C. Kesner, Esquire, and Laurance B. Seaman, Fredric Joseph Ammerman

Esquire. 1CC Atty. Seaman

11/20/2009 Praecipe For Status Conference, filed by s/ James A. Naddeo, Esquire. Fredric Joseph Ammerman

! 2CC Atty. Naddeo

11/24/2009 Order, this 24th day of Nov., 20089, it is Ordered that a hearing is scheduled Fredric Joseph Ammerman

upon Plaintiff's Praecipe for Status Conference for the 28th day of Jan.,
2010, at 9:30 a.m. in Chambers. By The Court, /s/ Fredric J. Ammerman,
Pres. Judge. 2CC Atty. Naddeo

Conference was served on Laurance B. Seaman, esquire, and Kim C.
Kesner, esquire, on the 25th of Nov., 2009 by First-Class Mail. filed by s/
James A. Naddeo, Esquire. No CC

submit brief to the Court by no later than March 29, 2010. Either party may,
in their discretion, provide the Court with a reply brief by no later than April
8, 2010. Oral argument shall be scheduled on the 15th of April, 2010 at
1:30 p.m. in Courtroom 1. By The Court, /s/ Fredric J. Ammerman, Pres.
Judge. 1CC Attys; Naddeo, Kesner, Seaman

adjudication of this action upon their joint Stipulation, and after
consideration thereof, this Court finds and declares the following in
accordance with the Declaratory Judgments Act, 42 Pa. C.S.A. Section
7531 et seq: (See original). By The Court, /s/ Fredric J. Ammerman, Pres
Judge. 2CC Attys: Naddeo, Kesner, Seaman; 1CC Law Library, D.
Mikesell (without memo).

Attest,

11/25/2009 Certificate of Service, a certified copy of the Praecipe for Status Fredric Joseph Ammerman

1/29/2010 Order, this 28th of Jan., 2010, it is Ordered that counsel! for the Defendants Fredric Joseph Ammerman

4/21/2010 Opinion and Order, this 21st of April, 2010, the parties having agreed to an Fredric Joseph Ammerman

| hereby certify this to be a true
‘and attested copy of the original
statement filed in this case.

MAY 19 2010

42
Prothonotary/
Clerk of Courts
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Docket Number: 839 WDA 2010
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May 28, 2010
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Ardent Resources, Inc., a corporation
V.
Bill A. Ricketts and Luanne H. Ricketts, husband and wife;

and Eilleen C. Herdina, Bernadine Pearce, Marilyn T. Stringfellow,
Florence H. Dougherty and Sarah V. Uselton, individuals

Appellants
Notice of Appeal
Case Status: Active i
Case Processing Status:  May 27, 2010 "Awaiting Original Record

Journal Number:

Case Category: Civil ' Case Type(s): Declaratory Judgment

R
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= Aot ek thi e
Next Event Type: Receive Docketing Statement Next Event Due Date: June 11, 2010
Next Event Type: Original Record Received Next Event Due Date: July 19, 2010

Appellant Uselton, Sarah V.

Pro Se: No Appoint Counsel Status: Represented
IFP Status:
Attorney: Seaman, Laurance B.
Bar No: 019620
Law Firm; Gates & Seaman
Address: 2 NFRONT ST
PO BOX 846
CLEARFIELD, PA 16830 |
Phone No: (814) 765-1766 Fax No: (814) 765-1488 ' 1
Receive Mail:  Yes
Receive EMail: Yes EMail Address: Ibsgatesandseaman@atlanticbbn.net
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William A. Shaw
Prothonotary/Cleri of Courts
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Appellan Stringfellow, Marilyn T.
Pro Se: No Appoint Counsel Status: Represented
IFP Status:
Attorney: Seaman, Laurance B.
Bar No: 019620
Law Firm: Gates & Seaman
Address: 2 NFRONT ST
PO BOX 846
CLEARFIELD, PA 16830
Phone No: (814) 765-1766 Fax No: (814) 765-1488

Receive Mail:  Yes
Receive EMail: No

Appellant Pearce, Bernadine
Pro Se: No Appoint Counsel Status: Represented
IFP Status:
Attorney: Seaman, Laurance B.
Bar No: 019620
Law Firm: Gates & Seaman
Address: 2 N FRONT ST
PO BOX 846
CLEARFIELD, PA 16830
Phone No: (814) 765-1766 Fax No: (814) 765-1488

Receive Mail:  Yes
Receive EMail: No

Appellant Herdina, Eileen C.

Pro Se: No Appoint Counsel Status: Represented
IFP Status: No
Attorney: Seaman, Laurance B.
Bar No: 019620
Law Firm: Gates & Seaman
Address: 2 N FRONT ST
PO BOX 846
CLEARFIELD, PA 16830
Phone No: (814) 765-1766 Fax No: (814) 765-1488

Receive Mail:  Yes
Receive EMail: No
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Dougherty, Florence H.

Appellant
Pro Se: No Appoint Counsel Status: Represented
IFP Status:
Attorney: Seaman, Laurance B.
Bar No: 019620
Law Firm: Gates & Seaman
Address: 2 NFRONT ST
PO BOX 846
CLEARFIELL, PA 16830
Phone No: (814) 765-1766 Fax No: (814) 765-1488
Receive Mail:  Yes .

Receive EMail: No

Superior Court of Pennsylvania

Appellee Ardent Resources, Inc a Corporation
Pro Se: No Appoint Counsel Status: Represented
IFP Status:

Attorney: Naddeo, James A.

Bar No: 006820

Law Firm: Law Office of Naddeo & Lewis, LLC

Address: 207 E MARKET ST

PO BOX 552
CLEARFIELD, PA 16830

Phone No: (814) 765-1601 Fax No: (814) 765-8142

Receive Mail:  Yes

Receive EMait: No
Participant Ricketts, Luanne H.
Pro Se: No Appoint Counsel Status: Represented
IFP Status:

Attorney: Kesner, Kim C.

Bar No: 028307

Address: 212 S Second St

. Clearfield, PA 16830
Phone No: (814) 765-17086 Fax No:
Receive Mail:  Yes

Receive EMait: No

Participant Ricketts, Bill A.
Pro Se: No Appoint Counsel Status: Represented
IFP Status:

Attorney: Kesner, Kim C.

Bar No: 028307

Address: 212 S Second St

Clearfield, PA 16830
Phone No: (814) 765-1706 Fax No:
Receive Mail:  Yes

Receive EMail: No
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Fee Dt Fee Name Fee Amt Recelpt Dt Receipi.No Receipt Amt
05/27/2010 Notice of Appeal 73.50 05/27/2010 2010-SPR-W-000557 73.50
R R R G N Y TR A e O DRI CRMATION

Court Below: Clearfield County Court of Common Pleas

County: Clearfield Division: Clearfield County Civil Division

Order Appealed From: April 21, 2010 Judicial District: 46

Documents Received: May 27, 2010 Notice of Appeal Filed: May 19, 2010

Order Type: Order Dated

OTN(s):

LLower Ct Docket No(s):No. 2006-1912-CD

Lower Ct Judge(s): Ammerman, Fradric J.
President Judge

Onglnal Record Item

Date of Remand of Record:

Mrwi&ﬂm

vn.-.

Filed Date Docket Entry / Representmg Part|0|pant Type Filed By

May 27, 2010 Notice of Appeal Docketed
Appellant Herdina, Eileen C.
Appellant Pearce, Bernadine
Appellant Stringfellow, Marilyn T.
Appellant Dougherty, Florence H.
Appellant Uselton, Sarah V.

May 28, 2010 Docketing Statement Exited (Civil)

Superior Court of Pennsylvania




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL DIVISION

ARDENT RESOURCES, INC., a corporation, NO. 06-1912-CD
VS

BILL A. RICKETTS and LUANNE H. RICKETTS,
husband and wife; and EILEEN C. HERDINA,
BERNADINE PEARCE, MARILYN T. STRINGFELLOW,
FLORENCE H. DOUGHERTY and SARAH V. USELTON,
individuals,

Appellants

* X *  * *, * * * *

ORDER
NOW, this 1% day of June, 2010, this Court having been notified of Appeal to the
Superior Court of Pennsylvania in the above-captioned matter; it is the ORDER of this
Court that, Appellant, file a concise statement of the matters complained of on said
Appeal no later than twenty-one (21) days herefrom, as set forth in Rule 1925(b) of the

Rules of Appellate Procedure.

BY THE COURT,

REDRIC J. AMMERMAN
President Judge
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Karen Reid Bramblett, Esq. 310 Grant Strect, Suite 600

Western District

Prothonotary Pittsburgh, PA 15219-2297
Eleanor R. Valecko (412) 565-7592
Deputy Prothonotary www.superior.court.state.pa.us

June 17, 2010

NOTICE OF DISCONTINUANCE OF ACTION

00 (o~ IQIQ 0D

RE: Ardent Resources v. Ricketts, B. et al
839 WDA 2010
Appeal of: Eileen C. Herdina
Bernadine Pearce
Marilyn T. Stringfellow
Florence H. Dougherty
Sarah V. Uselton
Initiating Document: Notice of Appeal
Trial Court: Clearfield County Court of Common Pleas
Trial Court Docket No: No. 2006-1912-CD

The above-captioned matter has been marked "Discontinued” with this court. Certification is
being sent to the lower court.

Attorney Name Participant Name Participant Type
Kim C. Kesner, Esq. Bill A. Ricketts Participant

Kim C. Kesner, Esq. Luanne H. Ricketts Participant
James A. Naddeo, Esq. Ardent Resources, Inc a Corporation Appellee
Laurance B. Seaman, Esq. Bernadine Pearce Appellant
Laurance B. Seaman, Esq. Sarah V. Uselton Appellant
Laurance B. Seaman, Esq. Eileen C. Herdina Appeliant
Laurance B. Seaman, Esq. Florence H. Dougherty Appellant
Laurance B. Seaman, Esq. Marilyn T. Stringfellow Appellant

H%ﬁ%
$ Jﬁgeiﬁfﬂn@

William A. Shaw
Prothonotary/Clerk of Couris




In the Superior Court of

Pennsylvania
Sitting at Pittsburgh

No. 839 ‘ WESTERN DOCKET APPEAL. 2010
! Ardent Resources, Inc., a corporation Appeal from the Order of 4-21-2010
V. Honorable Fredric J. Ammerman
Bill A. Ricketts and Luanne H. Ricketts, Court of Common Pleas of Clearfield County
husband and wife; Civil Division.
and Eilleen C. Herdina, Bernadine Pearce, Docket Numbers: No. 2006-1912-CD

Marilyn T. Stringfellow,
Florence H. Dougherty and Sarah V.
Uselton, individuals

Appellants

Order of court

Date: June 17, 2010 PRAECIPE FOR DISCONTIMUNACE FILED:

(APPEAL DISCONTINUED)
Rt
¢ IO 3

&

William A. Shaw
Prothonotary/Clerk of Courls

In Testimecny Whereof, Ihave hereunto set my hand and the seal of said Court at
Pittsburgh, Pa.

this - 17th Day of June _ 2010

ol Ut

Deputy Prothonotary




