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LAW OFFICES
CHAPLIN & ARNOLD
CLEARFIELD, PA.

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

ARVILLA GERTRUDE WISE
vVS.

MELVIN SYLVESTER WISE

No. 247 May Term, 1961
IN DIVORCE

MASTER'S REPORT

Appendix A

All Filed Papers

Appendix B

Testimony




Clearfield County, ss:

The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, to DAN P, ARNOLD, ESQ.,
______________________________________________________ Greeting:
Know you, that in confidence of your prudence and fidelity
we have appointed you, and by these presents do give unto
you full power and authority, in pursuance of an order made
in our County Court of Common Pleas, for the County of

Clearfield, in a certain cause there depending, wherein

__________________________ ieeeee...... MELVIN SYLVESTER WISE ___________________ ________ Defendant ,

to call before you at a certain day and place by you for that purpose to be appointed, all and every person who

_________________________________________ - ____.___..a8 witnesses in the said cause, and then

and there to examine each of the said witnesses upon their oath or solemn affirmation touching the premises

and reduce their testimony to writing .. _.and report_the same with form of Decree
and when you shall have done so, you are to send the name before our Judge at Clearfield, at our said Court,

together with the interrogatories and this writ, and under your hand and seal.
In Testimony Whereof, we have caused the seal of our said Court to be hereunto affixed.

WITNESS, the Hon.. _.John J. Pentz _______________, President of our said Court, at Clearfield, the

_______ 3rd________.dayof_______August____________,in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and

______ U T oty
J othonotary

_____sixty-one

To the Honorable, the Judge, &c.:

The execution of this eommission appears in a certain schedule hereunto annexed.

COMMISSIONER.
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LAW OFFICES
CHAPLIN & ARNOLD
GLEARFIELD, PA,

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

ARVILLA GERTRUDE WISE
No. 247 May Term, 1961
vSs.
IN DIVORCE

MELVIN SYLVESTER WISE

MASTER'S REPORT

I

SCHEDULE

1. Complaint in Divorce was filed June 5, 1961.

2. Complaint in Divorce was served on the defendant on
June 16, 1961, as evidenced by Affidavit of Service by certified
mail attached hereto.

3. On August 3, 1961, Dan P. Arnold, Esquire was
appointed Master.

4, The Master's Hearing was fixed for September 7, 1961
at 2:00 o'ciock in the office of the Master at 101 S. Second Street
Clearfield, Pennsylvénia.

5. Notice of Master's hearing was accepted on behalf of
plaintiff on August 9, 1961 as is evidenced by acceptance of servic
hereto attached.

6. Master's Notice of hearing was served on the
defendant Registered Mail, as evidenced by Sheriff's Return
attabhed hereto.

7. Master's hearing was held at the time and place
aforesaid, at which time the plaintiff appeared together with her
attorney, Morris L. Silberblatt, and a witness, Grace Bell.

8. No appearance was entered of record for the defendant

nor did he appear at the hearing.

II

The cause of divorce as stated in the Complaint was

desertion for and during the term and space of 29 years.

e




LAW OFFICES
CHAPLIN & ARNOLD
CLEARFIELD, PA,

ITI
FINDINGS OF FACT

1. Marriage. The plaintiff and defendant were married

on July 15, 1930 at Curwensville, Pennsylvania, by A. R. Turner, a
kethodist Minister.

2 and 3. Residence and Citizenship. Plaintiff has lived

in Clearfield County and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania her entir
lifetime. Plaintiff and defendant were both residents of
Curwensville, Pennsylvania prior to their marriage, and after their
fmarriage resided in the Borough of Curwensville, until defendant
left the plaintiff at which time she moved to Clearfield, and lived
there for approximately 20 years. Plaintiff at the present time

is residing in Curwensville, Pennsylvanla. Both plaintiff and
Pefendant are citizens of the United States of America.

4. Age and Occupation. The plaintiff is 54 years of age

and is an inspector for McGregor Sportswear. The defendant is 52
years of age and is employed as a construction worker.

5. Children. There were two children born to this
arriage, Martha Guy, age 31, who is married and living with her

usband in Alexandria, Virginia, and William Wise, age 26, who is

arried and living with his wife in Meshoppen, Pennsylvania.

6. Military Service. The defendant is not now a member

of any of the Armed Services of the United States.

7. Findings on the Merits.

(a) Defendant deserted the plaintiff on May 29, 1932
and the parties have not lived or cohabited together since that tim
(b) Defendant has neglected to provide a home for
the plaintiff since May 29, 1932 and has made no effort to resume
marital relationships with her since that time.
(¢) Plaintiff has given the defendant no cause for

leaving her and refusing to live with her.

=3

-

a)
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CHAPLIN & ARNOLD

LAW OFFICES

CLEARFIELD, PA,

8. Discussion. No discussion is necessary in this case.

The defendant deserted the plaintiff on May 29, 1932 without cause
and has at no timé since then lived with her or made any effort to
ferminate the desertion by seeking to re-establish a home with his

wife. The desertion has continued for more than 29 years.

N

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. The Court has jurisdiction of the subject matter and
of the parties.

2. The proceedings are in accordance with the require-
ments of law and Rules of Court.

3. The defendant is guilty of wilful and malicious
desertion persisted in for 29 years.

4. Plaintiff is the injured and innocent spouse.

v
RECOMMENDATION

The Master recommends a decree granting the plaintiff an
absolute divorce from the bonds of matrimony from the defendant,
Melvin Sylvester Wise; a suggested from of decree is herewith

respectfully submitted.

<::;:)c>a¢~<§?~ i\a«pa\S)~

MastTer




Inthe Court of Common Pleas of Clearfield County, Pennsylvania

23X E% XXX LEIL%S
ARVILLA GERTRUDE WISE of. May Term, 1961
No. 247

VERSUS

MELVIN SYLVESTER WISE
DIVORCE

And Now, the /__7 idézy of \@M 1961, the

report of the Master is acknowledged. We approve his findings and recommendations; except

as to

We, therefore, DECREE that ARVILLA GERTRUDE WISE be

divorced and forever separated from the nuptial ties and bonds of matrimony heretofore con-

tracted between B Ifand MELVIN SYILVESTER WISE
herself
Thereupon all the rights, duties or claims accruing to either of said parties in pursuance of

said marriage, shall cease and determine, and each of them shall be at liberty to marry again as

though they had never been heretofore married, except that

The Prothonotary is directed to pay the Court costs, including Master’s fees, as not-
ed herein, out of the deposits received aud then remit the balance to the libellant. No Decree

to issue until the costs be fully paid. We do further award to the said___ ARVILLA GERTRUDE

WISE FaeX
her

/,>/ BY THE COURT
/’ﬂf

rothono iry Préﬁden?i Judge

costs expended in this action.
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANTIA

ARVILLA GERTRUDE WISE : No. 247 May Term, 1961

vs s
: IN DIVORCE:
MELVIN SYLVESTER WISE

o eo se

DOCKET ENTRIES

JUNE 5, 1961, COMPLAINT IN DIVORCE filed: One copy certified to the Attorney.

AUGUST 1, 1961, affidavit of service by certified mail, filed: BEFORE

ME, the undersigned officer in and for said County and State, comes Helen L.
Martell, who being first duly sworn and according to law, deposes and says.
(1). That on the 15th day of June, 1961, she did send by Certified Mailj
Return Receipt Requested, Deliver to Addressee Only, to Melvin Wise, at his
last known address at 319 S Reynolds Road, Toledo 1L, Ohio, a copy, certified,
of a Complaint In Divorce, filed by the Plaintiff, Arvilla Gertrude Wise, to
the term and number above set out, receiving a receipt for said Certified lett

~ at Clearfield Post Office, being Receipt No. 233593, which is attached hereto.

(2). That on the 16th day of June, 1961, the said Melvin Wise did sign
a certified receipt for said Article, said receipt being attached hereto and

made a part hereof. And further, deponent saithiinot. HELEN L. MARTELL:

AUGUST 3, 1961, by motion on the watch-book, Dan Ps.Arnéld, Esq., is

appointed Master to take the testimony and report the same with form of Decree

Certified from the record this 8th day of August, 1961

[o-2 g

An

-

Prothongtary

]
La




303—COMPLAINT IN DIVORCE—Printed and for sale by Dunlap The Printer, Erie, Pa.

’

_ARVILIA GERTRUDE WISE In the Court of Common Pleas,

Plaintiff

vs. of Claarfield County, Pennsylvania,

_MELVIN SYLVESTER WISE No. 247 Wour  Term 1961
Defendant

Complaint in Diborce

1 (a) The name of the plaintiff is Arvilla Gertrude Wise.

(b) The name of the defendant is Melvin Sylvester Wise.

2 The plaintiff resides at

3 (a) The defendant is a citizen of the United States of America, and his last I
known address is 319 S, Reynolds Road, Toledo 1l};, Ohio. (c/o M & S Erecti
XXX X X Mnai wasxba st xono Wi x o xesibe sax X B kixer x Rorwor i £px X x@x XX onk & X Kek x XBR X XB X ¥ X X X X30(A0) X

Ramrsry kwarm dax xacmeck x ke f i x bdyack xaxdokmer s s g xR xXx § & xxxck xix k& xprrersonx k xwlxa R«
X X Atve sprrbotifh MatomtBtoWEadK & ¥4 ¥oXehl Xutie ¥oi Bat XK XHXRI 0B X X BARB 3001 XY NSNS IR -l
Axow KX Xa XK XKD orws X

4 The plaintiff has resided in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for Sl " years, and has been

a bona fide resident of Clearfield County, Pennsylvania for at least gﬁ days last past.

5 The plaintiff and defendant were married on July 15, 1930 at Curwensville, Penna.,
by A. R. Turner, a Methodist Minister. '
6 The defendant has:

Gax x By sexuek mrd ROOMSK MENEKK KN X KK #18 RFKf KHFH R XKE RS FRE SR EL N AR &R
XXXRDPURK N ( '
b x e redxausix indigmitiex xox sive e panns 05 stoexptad ook xetis sk ¥1e M HXedx 2t nd I o0ac M XIP MORE XIEXHO
XX X AKRDALR X % X X X xCoRdifi smx xntwbe vadoberamsd X X X X X X digecbuestorns onme

(c) Committed wilful and malicious desertion, and absence from the habitation of the plaintiff is the
injured and innocent spouse, without reasonable cause, for and during the term and space of years,
and which desertion is being persisted in at the present time.

dexﬂomﬁuemam&xoyx

7. To this marriage there was born two children, namely, Wiilijam Wise, a
son, age-26, who is married and living with his wife Virginia at Meshoppen,
Pa., and a daughter Martha Guy, age 31, who is married and living with her!
husband, Amerigo, at Alexander, Virginia: ' -

% That the plaintiff and defendant have entered into no collusive arrangement regarding this action. ”

9 % That neither of the parties, plaintiff or defendant, has ever applied in this or any other court for a divorce
from the other party to the action, or for annulment of marriage. (If so, state when and in what court and place,
and to what number and term the action was brought, and the result of such action.)

WHEREFORE, plaintiff respectfully prays that a decree of this Honorable Court may be made for the

divorcing and separating of the said  Melvin Sylvester Wise , defendant, from plaintiff’s society,
fellowship and company for all time to come, and the said plaintiff from the marriage bond aforesaid, as if they
had never been married, or as if the said defendant were naturally dead, and the Plaintiff prays for

a divorce a vinculo matrémonii, BELL, SILBERBLATT & SWOOPE

Commonwealth of Pennsylvaria, by 4 SEAL
(Atty. for Plaintiff)

County of field sS-
Personally appeared before me, a Notary Public, in and for said county,

Arvilla Gertrude Wise | the above named plaintiff, who being duly sworn, according to law, de-
poses and says that the facts contained in the above complaint are true and correct, to the best of his/her knowledge
and belief, and that said complaint is not made out of levity, nor for the mere purpose of being freed and separated
from each other, but in sincerity and truth, for the causes mentioned in said complaint.

Sworn and subscribed before me this W J /g j- : ‘ ' : . QE_E
VA W@# P

AD. 19 .

A~ .
( 1 K eods @R
— PROTHONOT £,in Y '

My Commission Explrag
1st Monday Jan. 1962

on

Co)
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

ARVILLA GERTRUDE WISE
Plaint iff

V. No. 247 May Term, 1961

MELVIN SYLVESTER WISE
Defendant

9 00 o0 00 26 o0 o0 s

AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE BY CERTIFIED MAIL

Before me, the undersigned officer, in and for said County
and State, comes Helen L., Martell, who being first duly sworn
according to law, deposes and says:

1. That on the 15th day of June, 1961, she did send by
Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested, Deliver to Addressee
Only, to Melvin Wise, at his last known address at 319 S, Reynolds
Road, Toledo 1lj, Ohio, a copy, certified, of a Complaint in
Divorce, filed by the Plaintiff, Arvilla Gertrude Wise, to the
term and number above set out, receiving a receipt for salid
Certified letter at Clearfield Post Office, being Receipt No.
233593, which is attached hereto.

2. That on the 16th day of June, 1961, the said Melvin Wise
a!d sign a certifled receipt for said article, sald receipt bdng
attached hereto and made a part hereof.

And further, deponent saith not,

{/J L/CL“ . \/ i [Am\d

Sworn and subscribed to
before me this 1st day -
of August, 1961.

é/{)’)’l} LT /g/(k{l Mﬁl ¥




LAW OFFICES
CHAPLIN & ARNOLD
CLEARFIELD, PA,

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

ARVILLA GERTRUDE WISE ‘
No. 247 May Term, 1961
vs. '

IN DIVORCE

MELVIN SYLVESTER WISE
NOTICE

To: Arvilla Gertrude Wise

Clearfield, Pennsylvania

Melvin Sylvester Wise

319 S. Reynolds Road

Toledo 14, Ohio

(c/o M & S Erection Co.)

This is to notify you that the undersigned has been

appointed Master in the above captioned divorce action and for the
purpose of his appointment will hold a hearing on Thursday,

September 7, 1961 at 2:00 o'clock p. m., EDST, at which time you

may attend together with your witnesses if you so desire.

Vo Q. Qo)

Dan P. Arnold, Master

NOW, this QQAEL day of August 1961, I hereby accept
service of the above notice on behalf of plaintiff, Arvilla

Gertrude Wise.

/

“ YAttorney§ for Plaintiff




A ——

In the Court ofyCommon Pleas of Clearfield County, Pa.

Arvilla Gertrude Wise No 247 May Term I961
vs
Melvin Sylvester Wise Notice In Divorce
F A A A 2 B TR R

(Sheriffs Return

Now, Avgust 10, 1961 served the within Notice In Divorce on Melvin
Sylvester Wise by sending by Registered Mail, Return Receipt Requested
Addre ssee Only, a true and attested copy of the original Notice 1n
Divorce to Melvin Sylvester Wise, 3I9 S. Reynolds Road, Toledo, Ohio.
That being his last known address., Registered receipt signed by
Melvin Sylvester Wise is hereto attached and made part of this return

of service

Costs Sheriff Ammerman $7.I8 So Apswers,
(Paid By Atty Arnold) Cé%?éigg/‘%f/ zze””
arles G. merman
Sheriff

Sworn to before me this I7th
day of Augustl3961 A.D.

o~
g \ ! MJ:IIJ
Prothongﬁaryj
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I.AW OFFICES
CHAPLIN & ARNOLD
CLEARFIELD, PaA.

D. EDWARD CHAPLIN
DAN P. ARNOLD

August 9, 1961

Charles G. Ammerman, Sheriff
Court House
Clearfield, Pennsylvania
Dear Sir:
Would you please serve the enclosed Master's

Notice by registered mail on Melvin Wise in Toledo,

Ohio at the address given on the notice?

Very truly yours,

%w&.\ ma\j

Dan P. Arnold
DPA/hvg

Encls.



LAW OFFICES
CHAPLIN & ARNOLD
CLEARFIELD, PA.

a7V

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARPIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

ARVILLA GERTRUDE WISE 1

‘No, 247 May Term, 1961
va,. | ) ‘
IN DIVORCE
MELVIN SYLVESTER WISE L3 : -
NOTICR

Tos Arvilla Gertrude Wise
Clearfield, Pennsylvania

Melvin Sylvester Wise
319 8. Reynolds Road
Toledo 14, Ghio B
{c/0 1°& S Erection Co.)

This is to notify you timt- the mderaigmed,nag been
appointed Master in the above captioned divorce action and for the
purpose of ma appo_mt;ment wili hqld a hearing on ‘Thursday,
September 7, 1961 at 2100 otolock p. m., EDST, at which time you

may attend together with your witnesses if you so desire,

.%n—mo‘?’?b Q,“‘ “§
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Appendix B

Testimony




LAW OFFICES
CHAPLIN & ARNOLD
CLEARFIELD, PA,

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

ARVILLA GERTRUDE WISE

No. 247 May Term, 1961
vs.

IN DIVORCE
[MELVIN SYLVESTER WISE

At a Master's Hearing held in the office of Dan P. Arnold
at 101 S. Second Street on September 7, 1961 at 2:00 there appeared
Arvilla Gertrude Wise, the plaintiff, together with her attorney,
Morris L. Silberblatt, and Grace Bell, as witness, The parties
being sworn testified as follows:

By Mr. Silberblatt:

Q. Is your name Arvilla Gertrude Wise?
That's right. |

Were you married to Melvin Sylvester Wise?
Yes.

When were you married to him?

July .15, 1930.

By whom were you married?

Rev. A. R. Turner.

Was he a Methodist minister?

Yes.

Were you married at Curwensville?

That's right.

o » o O p o e e

At the time of your marriage, where was your home
before you were married?

In Curwensville.

Where was your husband's home?

Curwensville.

After your marriage where did you live?

> o r o F

In Curwensville.




LAW OFFICES
CHAPLIN & ARNOLD
CLEARFIELD, PA,

£ > & » L = L 2 L P HLH L FLO PO

Township?

Q.

Has Curwensville been your home all along?
Well up until about 20 years ago.

Twenty years ago, where was your home?

In Clearfield.

You moved to Clearfield?

Yes.

How long have you lived in Clearfield?
About 20 years.

Where are you living at the present time?
Curwensville.

In Pike Township?

Yes.

Are you living with your sister-in-law, Grace Bell?
Yes.

And that is in Pike Township?

Yes.

How long have you lived with Grace Bell in Pike

Since May of this year.

After you were married, you say you and your husband

lived in Curwensville, is that right?

A.
Q.
A.
Q.

Curwensville,
A,
Q.

Yes.

How long did you live with him until he left you?
He left on May 29, 1932. |

And at the time he left you you were living in

is that right?

That's right.

Since he left you has he ever been in touch with you

and asked to come back?

A.
Q.
A.

No.

Did he ever give you any reason why he was leaving yo

No, he just walked off.

u?
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CLEARFIELD, PA,

Did you ever bring a non-support case against him?
Yes, I did.

And did you get any money under that order of court?
I got $20 one time before he left.

Did you ever get any money after that?

O A

About $70 I received as an alottment when he was in
the Army. He never made but one payment on the support order and
other than the money I got as an alottment I never got any other.
Q. The Order of Court was for the support of two childre
why was this for the two children and did not include you?

A, T didn't ask for any suppo}t, I didn't want any for
myself, just for the children.

Q. And all you got out of that as far as he was concerne
was one $20 payment?

A. One monthly payment, $20.

Q. And then you got an alottment from the government
for about a year when he was in the service?

A. Yes.

Q. And outside of that you got nothing more from him?
A. That's right.

Q. You say you were over in Kittanning, do you remember
what year that was?

No, I don't.

What was that proceeding about?

For support, a girl had a child to him.

That was in Armstrong County?

Yes.

Were you a witness in that case?

Yes.

L L& L& = o F

Outside of that you had nothing to do with that case
over there?

A, No.




LAW OFFICES
CHAPLIN & ARNOLD
CLEARFIELD, PA,

illegitimate child to a young girl?

A. Yes.

Q. Since the date that your husband left you to the
present time did your husband ever ask you to come back to him?
A. No.

Q. Did he ever write to you?
A. He wrote once and asked for a divorce, and I didn't
fanswer the letter.

Q. Then you've never heard anything more from him?

A. No.

Q. As you know we sent a registered letter to him to
serve him with this divorce, and this card is the return slip from
the post office, and notice the name on there purports to be
"Melvin Wise", is that your husband's handwriting?

A. Yes, its his handwriting.

Q. That's his signature?

A. Yes. '

By Mr. Silberblatt:

We offer this card, and we also offer into evidence the
papers in the case of Commonwealth vs. Melvin Wise, No; 64 Septembe
SS, 1932.

Q. Did you ever do anything that caused your husband to
leave you?

A Not that I know of.

Q. Were you a good and dutiful wife?

A Yes, I was.

Q. Over the period of all these years, have you heard
reports about him as to whether he was living with another woman or
Now ?

A. Yes, I have.

Q. That was just a case against him for the support of an

e
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Q. But he's never been in touch with you?

A. No.

Q. Is there any agreement betwgen you and your husband
to get this divorce?

A. No.

By the Master:

Q. Do you know whether or not your husband's in the
hilitary service now?

A. I'm sure he isn't.

Mrs. Grace Bell, being duly sworn according to law,
testified as follows:

By Mr. Silberblatt:

Q. Mrs. Bell, are you related to Arvilla Gertrude Wise?

A. I'm her sister-in-law.

Q. Your deceased husband and Mrs. Wise were brother and
sister?

A. That's right.

Q. Mrs. Wise testified that her husband left her shortly
after they were married, you know of his desertion of her?
Yes.

Wheh was that desertion? About when?

> e

It was in the spriﬁg of 1932.

Q. You know of the fact then that he's been away more
than two years?

A. Oh, yes.

Q. And you and Arvilla have been together for the last
thirty or thirty-five years?

A. Yes, we've always been friends.

Q. You were very close to each other?

A, Yes.
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Q. Do you know whether Melvin Sylverter Wise has lived
with Arvilla Gertrude Wise from the time he deserted her?

A. He has not.

Q Did she give him any cause to leave her?
A. No.

Q Was she a good and dutiful wife?

A Yes.

Q. Did she do everything she could to make their married
life a happy 1life?

A. As far as I know, yes.

Q. No reason why he should run away?

A. No.

Q. Do you know if there is any agreement between her and
her husband to get this divorce?

A. No, I know it was a surprise to me.

Recall Mrs. Arvilla Gertrude Wise

By Mr. Silberblatt:

Q. Mrs. Wise, how many children were born to this
marriage?

Three.

And how many are living?

Two.

What's the name of the oldest one?

Martha Guy, she's living in Virginia.

What is her age?

A

Q

A

Q

A

Q

A. 31.
Q Is she married?

A Yes.

Q. What is her husbands name?

A. AMerigo Guy.

Q Where did you say she lives?
A

Alexandria, Virginia.
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She's living with her husband?
Yes.

What's the name of the other child,
William Wise.

And how old is he?

26.

Is he married?

Yes, he is.

What's his wife's name?
Virginia.

Where do they live?

Meshoppen, Pa.

The third child died?

the second one?

Yes, when he was about two years old.

What is your age and occupation?

I'm 54 and am an inspector at McGregor.  Sportswear.

What is your husband's age and occupation?

He's 52 and I believe he is a construction worker.

End of Testimony




