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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY,

PENNSYLVANIA
No. 544 - February Term 1961

IN DIVORCE

SARAH E. HEITSENRETHER,
Plaintiff

VS.

WILLIAM M. HEITSENRETHER,
h Defendant

UNCONTESTED

MASTER'S REPORT

COSTS

Master's fee $85.00
Service of notice
of master's hearing 9.70

TOTAL $94.70
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Clearfield County, ss:

The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, to DAVID S. AMMERMAN, ESQ.,
_______________________________________________________ Greeting:
Know you, that in confidence of your prudence and fidelity
we have appointed you, and by these presents do give unto
you full power and authority, in pursuance of an order made
in our County Court of Common Pleas, for the County of

Clearfield, in a certain cause there depending, wherein

e l.l.....__.ShRAH E. BEITSENRETHER Plaintiff |,
and . il
_____________________________________________ WILLIAM M, HEITSENRETHER ___________________Defendant ,

to call before you at a certain day and place by you for that purpose to be appointed, all and every person who
may be named to you on the part of the_._______ __ parties .
______________________________________________________________________ as witnesses in the said cause, and then

and there to examine each of the said witnesses upon their oath or solemn affirmation touching the premises

and reduce their testimony to writing __ __ and_report the same with form of Decree . ________________

and when you shall have done so, you are to send the name before our Judge at Clearfield, at our said Court,

together with the interrogatories and this writ, and under your hand and seal.
In Testimony Whereof, we have caused the seal of our said Court to be hereunto affixed.

WITNESS, the Hon.. __.__.Jdehn J. Pentz _______ ____ President of our said Court, at Clearfield, the

________ ...22nd ___dayof__.____September_ ________,inthe year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and

To the Honorable, the Judge, &c.:

The execution of this commission appears in a certain schedule hepeunto.gnnexed.
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

SARAH E. HEITSENRETHER : No. 5Ll February Term, 1961

IN DIVORCE:

Vs

WILLIAM M. HEITSENRETHER

DOCKET ENTRIES

APRIL 21, 1961, COMPLAINT IN DIVORCE filed: One copy certified to the
Sheriff.

APRIL 28, 1961, SHERIFF'S RETURN filed: NOW, April 26, 1961, at 6:55 o'clock
P.M, served the within Complaint In Divorce on William M, Heitsenrether, R.D,
Curwensville, Pa., by handing to William M, Heitsenrether at place of residend
R.D., Curwensville, Pa., personally a true and attested copy of the original

Complaint In Divorce and made known to him the contents thereof. So answers,
Charles G. Agmerman, Sheriff,

AND NOW, September 21, 1961, by motion on the watch-book, David S.

Armmerman, Attorney, is appointed Master to take the testimony and report the
same with form of Decree.

Certified from the record this 22nd day of September, 1961

f/)”" /. /L/auu‘-,
I

Prothonotary




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

SARAH E. HEITSENRETHER (
) No. 544 February Term 1961
VS. (
) IN DIVORCE
WILLIAM M. HEITSENRETHER (

REPORT OF MASTER IN DIVORCE

TO THE HONORABLE JOHN J. PENTZ, PRESIDENT JUDGE OF THE SAID COURT:
The undersigned Master, appointed by your Honorable Court

to take the testimony of the witnesses in the above case and

return the same, together with form of decree, respectfully

reports as follows:
I
SCHEDULE
(1) April 21, 1961 Complaint in Divorce filed.

(2) April 26, 1961 Complaint personally served
on the defendant, William M.
Heitsenrether, by the Sheriff
of Clearfield County.

(3) April 28, 196l Sheriff's return filed.

(4) September 21, 1961 By motion on the Watch Book,
David S. Ammerman, Attorney,
appointed Master.

(5) September 22, 1961 Commission issued to David S.
Ammerman, Attorney, as Master|.

(6) September 26, 1961 The Master's Hearing was fixed
' for Monday, October 16, 1961
at 10:30 A.M. in the office
of Ammerman & Blakley, Clear-
field Trust Company Building,
Clearfield, Pennsylvania.

(7) September 27, 1961 Service of Notice of Master's
Hearing accepted by Morris
Silberblatt, Esquire, counsel
of record for the Plaintiff.

(8) September 30, 1961 Sheriff of Clearfield County
personally served the defen-
dant, William M. Heitsenrethqr,
with the Notice of Master's

Hearing.




303—COMPLAINT IN DIVORCE—Printed and for sale by Dunlap The Printer, Erie, Pa.

SARAH E, HEITSENRE THER " In the Court of Common Pleas, *
) Plaintiff
vs. of _Clearfield County, Pennsylvania, |
WILITAM M, HEITSENRETHER No “5’/7/’/ j’/ Term 1961 .
Defendant

Complaint in Diborce

1 (a) The name of the plaintiff is Sarah E, Heitsenrether.

(b) The name of the defendant is William M. Heltsenrether.
2 The plaintiff resides at 21l Rear Susquehanna Avenue, Curwensville, Penna,

3 (a) The defendant is a citizen of United States of America, and resides in Pike
Township, Curwensville R. D. #1, Pennsylvania,
ForkwasehustdonwR xor xesithe Jax ) X5ty

ﬁ&xﬁwxmk&xﬁkhmxmﬂzmnkﬂgxmxmmxxx&mxxmﬁkmnmﬂxaxxmuxx&k&xxxxaanumahxx -

4 The plaintiff has resided in the Commonwealth of Pennsyivania for Sh years, and has been
a bona fide resident of Clearfield County, Pennsylvania for xtsmex3fkdopx exmprt.

5S4 years,
5 The plaintiff and defendant were married on Aug. 12, 1926, at Clearfield, Penna,

by Reverend Armstrong, & Methodist minister,
6 The defendant has:

¥ XEOPIH KR WAL KA R IB RSB A a5 TOERH

(b) Offered such indighities to the person of the plaintiff who is the injured and innocent spouse, as to
render her condition intolerable and her life burdensome.

& X X L5000 pooktxexbscikia acnd et oy s s ot xxeoond ek sex anxix oo thexbedo it xtizooaet X bexpt air ot Jadas dscboe
X oozt xoodkioog noe rETsprIse X it o xeexoroed be e ause, »f ooczaood i ot Xerooem d Xpeoce of it s Yo

Gebx x Cemoaxitt otk ardcdtzny

7 That the plaintiff and defendant have entered into no collusive arrangement regarding this action.

8 That neither of the parties, plaintiff or defendant, has ever applied in this or any other court for a divorce
from the other party to the action, or for annulment of marriage. (If so, state when and in what court and place,
-and to what number and term the action was brought, and the result of such action.)

9 Tere were four children born to this marriage:

Ruth Heitsenrether, 30 Mildred O'Laughlin, 25
Olante, Pennsylvania Lockport, -New York
Dorothy Fresch, 28 Mae Heltsenrether, 23, lives with fatHer

< Lockgort New York Curwensville R, D. #l, Pennsylvania
WHEREFORE, plaintiff respectfully prays that a decree of this Honorable Court may be made for the

divorcing and separating of the said Willlam M. Heitsenrether , defendant, from plaintiff’s society,
fellowship and company for all time to come, and the said plaintiff from the marriage bond aforesaid, as if they
had never been married, or as if the said defendant were naturally dead, and Plaintiff prays for a

divorce a vinculo matrimonii from the Defenézgt. f ; :
G
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,
(Attygfor Plamtlﬁ)
County of _Ql.e_emf_igld___}ss'
Personally appeared before me, a Notary Public, in and for said county,
Sarah K, Heitsenrethar  the above named plaintiff, who being duly sworn, according to law, de-

poses and says that the facts contained in the above complaint are true and correct, to the best of his/her knowledge
and belief, and that said complaint is not made out of levity, nor for the mere purpose of being freed and separated
from each other, but in sincerity and truth, for the causes mentioned in said complaint.

Sworn and subscribed before me this : ¢ 2' : —_ =N

_ SEAL
: 1947/__ ’
OTHONOTARY
#&/Commission Expireg

‘lat Monday Jan. 1962
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w - - . .. . 4 . .
In the Cpurt of Common Pleas of C1lfd Gounty, Pa.

Sarah M Heitsenrether No Bl Feb Term IQ6I
B3
William M Heitsenrether Complaint In Divorce
WO % B S % 3 3 3 % 24E 2 R 3 3 36 SE % SE 36 St 6 4 3 2 3

(Sheriff,s Return)

Now. April 26, I96I at 6:55 0'Clock P.M. served the within Comp
laint In Divorce On William M Heisenrether. R4, Curwensville, Pa.
by handing to William M Hettsenrether gt place of Residence R4,
Curwensville, Pa, personally a true and attested c¢8py of the
original Complaint In Divorce and made known to him the contents
thersof, :

Costs Sheriff Ammerman$I0.00 Sq_Answers, g
(Paid; Ettys B S. S, ) L%é// WZ/M’/
arles G. rman
Sheriff

Sworn to before me tlis 27th
day of April I96I. A.D. '

%f/ L Ry
Proyyﬁq ° .

«

"FILED
| AbR28 198 3

! WM. T. HAGERTY, |-
~ PROTHONOTARY " !




IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

SARAH E. HEITSENRETHER )
( No. 544 February Term 1961
VS. )
( IN DIVORCE

WILLIAM M. HEITSENRETHER )

NOTICE OF MASTER'S HEARING

TO: Sarah E. Heitsenrether

214 Rear Susquehanna Avenue

Curwensville, Pennsylvania

You are hereby notified that I have been appointed Master
to take the testimony in the above entitled divorce action and
to report the same to the Court; and that I will hold a hearing
for the purpose of my appointment on Monday, October 16, 1961 at
10:30 A.M. in the office of Ammerman & Blakley on the fourth floor

of the Clearfield Trust Company Building in Clearfield, Pennsyl-

vania at which time and place you may appear and be heard.

Master
NOW, September;),7, 1961 service of Notice of Master's Hear-

ing in the above entitled divorce case is hereby accepted.

/g%bfW

AttorneySfor Plaintiff
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

SARAH E. HEITSENRETHER )
( No. 544 February Term 1961
VS. )
( IN DIVORCE
WILLIAM M. HEITSENRETHER )

NOTICE OF MASTER'S HEARING

TO: William M. Heitsenrether

Curwensville R. D.

Pennsylvania

You are hereby notified that I have been appointed Master
to take the testimony in the above entitled divorce action and
to report the same to the Court; and that I will hold a hearing
for the purpose of my appointment on Monday, October 16, 1961 at
10:30 A.M. in the office of Ammerman & Blakley on the fourth floor

of the Clearfield Trust Company Building in Clearfield, Pennsyl-

vania at which time and place you may appear and be heard.

Master
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SERVICE OF PROCESS

The Defendant was personally served with the Complaint in
Divorce by the Sheriff of Clearfield County on April 26, 1961.
The Defendant was personally served with the Notice of
Master's Hearing by the Sheriff of Clearfield County on Septem-
ber 30, 1961.
I1Y

CAUSE OF DIVORCE

The Plaintiff alleges indignities to the person of the
Plaintiff as to render her condition intolerable and life burden-
some.

v

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. Marriage: The Plaintiff and Defendant were married on
August 12, 1926 by Reverend Armstrong in Clearfield, Pennsylvania.

2. Citizenship and Residencé: Both the Plaintiff and

Defendant are citizens of the United States of America and have
been residents of Clearfield County, Pennsylvania since birth.

3. Age and Occupation: The Defendant is 61 years old and

is retifed, having formerly been employed as a laborer in clay
mines. The Plaintiff is 55 years old and is employed as a nurse's
aide.

4. Children: There were four children born of this
marriage all of whom are over the age of 21. Their names, ages
and places of residence are as follows:

(a) Ruth H. Heitsenrether, age 30 years, Olanta, Pennsyl-
vania;




(b) Dorothy Fresch, age 28 years, Lockport, New York,
married to David Fresch;

(c) Mildred O'Laughlin, age 25 years, Lockport, New York,
married to John O'Laughlin;

(d) Mae Heitsenrether, age 23 years, lives with father at
Curwensville R. D. #1, Pennsylvania;

5. Armed Forces: Neither the Plaintiff nor the Defendant

are members of the armed forces of the United States.

6. PFindings on the merits:

(2a) That both parties are sui juris.

(b) The Plaintiff and Defendant were married on August 12,
1926 in Clearfield, Pennsylvania.

(c¢) Four children were born to this union and are all over
the age of 21.

(d) The Plaintiff was a resident of Curwensville Borough,
Clearfield County, Pennsylvania at the time the divorce
was instituted and the Defendant was a resident of Pike
Township, Clearfield County, Pennsylvania at the time
the divorce was instituted and both have been residents
of Clearfield County since birth.

(e) That the Defendant is guilty of indignities to the
person of the Plaintiff as to render her condition
intolerable and life burdensome.

(£) That the conduct of the Defendant has been continuous
and amounts to indignities as defined by the divorce

law of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

7. Discussion: The Divorce Law as enacted in the Common-

wealth of Pennsylvania authorizes a divorce in favor of the inno-
cent and injured spouse, "where the other shall have offered such
indignities to the person of the innocent and injured spouse, as
to render his or her condition intolerable and life burdensome."
In the instant proceedings the Plaintiff alleges and testified
that the Defendant has offered such indignities commencing some-
time after their marriage in 1926 and continuing to the time of
the Plaintiff's separation from the Defendant in 1957. The
Defendant's conduct became increasingly worse immediately prior

to the separation in 1957 and in 1957 the Defendant ordered the




Plaintiff to leave their home and has refused to permit the Plain-
tiff to return, this refusal being continuous to the time of the
Master's Hearing.

The Courts have recognized the difficulties of formulating
an all-embracing definition of indignities. They have, however,
frequéntly indulged in descriptive definitions. Many Courts have
said that indignities may consist of vulgarity, unmerited reproach
habitual contumely, studied neglect, intentional uncivility, mani-
fest disdain, abusive language, malignant ridicule and every other
plain manifestation of settled hate and estrangement. The Courts
have also stated that the fundamental characteristics of indigni-
ties must consist of a course of treatment and cén never result
from a single act.

It is appareht from the testimony heard that the conduct
of the Defendant was an affront to and lack of reverence for the
personality of the Plaintiff and which conduct has been continued
and persisted in for more than a year demonstrates to the Master
that the love and affection on which matrimonial status rests has
been permanently replaced by hatred and estrangement. The testi-
mony discloses that the Defendant continually humiliateddand
embarrassed the Plaintiff by his excessive drinking, by failure
to adequately provide for the Plaintiff and their children despite
his means to do so thereby forcing the Plaintiff to obtain outside
employment and by his contumacious treatment of the Plaintiff in
their home and in the presence of their children. The Défiéndant
habitually drank to excess and made a practice of returning home

from work in a drunken condition. He often stayed out until after

—




midnight and frequently dissipated most of his weekly earnings on
alcohol. This course of conduct has continued over a period of
more than 30 years and increased in intensity during the last few
years prior to the separation of the parties. These facts are

certainly evidence of a manifestation of settled hate or estrange-

ment and this course of conduct persisted in by the Defendant woulfl

certainly render the condition of the Plaintiff intolerable and he
life burdensome.

The Master has considered the case from the position in
life, character and the disposition of the parties concerned and
is of the opinion that the conduct of the Defendant is within an
all-embracing definition of indignities as promulgated by the

various courts' decisions.

\Y
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. That the proceedings are regular and conform to the
rules and to the Act of Assembly.

2. That the evidence presented shows that the Defendant is
guilty of indignities to the: person of the Plaintiff as to render
her condition intolerable and life burdensome and further that the
Plaintiff is the innocent and injured spouse.

3. That the parties have been citizens and residents of
Clearfield County since birth.

4. That all process has been served upon the Defendant per-
sonally.

5. That under all the evidence presented, the Plaintiff is

entitled to a decree of divorce a vinculo matrimonii.




VI

RECOMMENDATION OF THE MASTER

In accordance with the above Findings of Fact and Con-
clusions of Law, the Master respectfully recommends a Decree of
divorce from the bonds of matrimony be entered as prayed for in
the Complaint on the grounds of indignities to theperson of the
Plaintiff.

/>
A Gt

Master




In the Court of Common Pleas of Clearfield County, Pennsylvania

XXX IR %%
SARAH E. HEITSENRETHER of. February Term, 19 61
No. 544

VERSUS

WILLIAM M. HEITSENRETHER D|VO RCE

And Now, the < day of (% 1961 , the

report of the Master is acknowledged. We approve his findings and recommendations; except

as to

We, therefore, DECREE that Sarah E. Heitsenrether be

divorced and forever separated from the nuptial ties and bonds of matrimony heretofore con-

tracted between g:‘lﬁfand William M. Heitsenrether

Thereupon all the rights, duties or claims accruing to either of said parties in pursuance of
said marriage, shall cease and determine, and each of them shall be at liberty to marry againas

though they had never been heretofore married, rxcepixhnt

The Prothonotary is directed to pay the Court costs, including Master’s fees, as not-

ed herein, out of the deposits received and then remit the balance to the libellant. No Decree

to issue until the costs be fully paid. We do further award to the said Sarah E.

Heitsenrether

£ . . .
Z:r costs expended in this action.

BY THE COURT

4

Prothongtary Pr#ldent Judg
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF CLEARFIELD COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

SARAH E. HEITSENRETHER (
) No. 544 February Term 1961
VS. (
) IN DIVORCE
WILLIAM M. HEITSENRETHER (

TESTIMONY

The Master's Hearing was held in the office of AMMERMAN &
BLAKLEY in the Clearfield Trust Company Building, Fourth Floor,
Room 44, Clearfield, Pennsylvania, on Monday, October 16, 1961 at
10:30 A.M. There appeared Morris L. Silberblatt, Attorney for the
Plaintiff and Sarah E. Heitsenrether, the Plaintiff. No appear-
ance was made either in person or by counsel for the Defendant.

Sarah E. Heitsenrether, being duly sworn, testifies as
follows:

BY MR. SILBERBLATT:

1. Q. Is your name Sarah E. Heitsenrether?
A, It is.

2. Q. Were you married to William M. Heitsenrether?
A. I was.

3. Q. Where was your home before you were married to
William M. Heitsenrether?
A. I was an orphan and I stayed with Browns.

4., Q. You lived in Curwensville?
A. Yes, I was raised in Curwensville.

5. Q. Before you were married, your home was in Curwensvil
A. Yes.

6. Q. After you were married, where did you and your hus-
band live?
A. We lived at Barrett, house number 16, those little
ones.

7. Q. Do you know whether Barrett is in Bradford Township?
A. I don't know, I think outside of Woodland.

le?




10.

11.

12,

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

23.

24,

25.

26.

. August 12, 1926.

. We lived there and then we went in June.

How long did you liwe at Barrett?
Till April.

You were married on what date?
Did you live at Barrett after you were married?
Yes.

Did you leave about 19277
Yes.

Where did you go?
To Mr. Fama's place, East End.

How long did you live at East End?
In Juneé of 1927 you moved from East End in Clearfield-:
Yes, in June we moved up to Curwensville.

In June of 1927 you went back to Curwensville?
Yes.

How long did you live at Curwensville?
I have lived there ever since.

Are you a citizen of the United States?
Yes, I am.

Were you born in the United States?
Yes, I was born in McCartney, Clearfield County.

Have you lived in Clearfield County all your life?
Most of the time.

Did you ever live in any other county?
Echo.

Did you live over there?
Yes, for a little while.

Was this after your marriage?
No.

Since 1927 you have lived in Curwensville?
Right.

You were born in McCartney, Clearfield County?
Yes.

Was your husband born in Clearfield County?
Bridgeport.

Is this near Curwensville?
Yes.




27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

Is he living there now?
That's his place.

Now when did you and your husband separate?
Five years in May, this coming May.

Is your husband a citizen of the United States?
Yes, as far as I know.

Was he born in Clearfield County?
Yes.

What is your age?
55.

What is your occupation?
Nurse's aide and housework at home.

What is your husband's age?
61.

What is your husband's occupation?
He doesn't work now but he worked in the clay mines
before.

He is not working now?
No.

Now how many children were born to this marriage?
Four.
There names are as follows:

Ruth H. Heitsenrether, age 30, Olanta, Pennsylvania;

Dorothy Fresch, age 28, Lockport, New York, married
to David Fresch;

Mildred O'Laughlin, age 25, Lockport, New York, mar-
ried to John O'Laughlin;

Mae Heitsenrether, age 23, lives with father at
Curwensville R. D. #1, Pennsylvania.

Where does Mae live now?
She was in Rupert's house but I don't know now.

Is that in Curwensville?
Yes, Ridge Avenue.

You had four daughters?
That is right.

Did you ever start a divorce case against your hus-
band at any other time?
No.

Did he first bring a case against you?
No.




42,

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

. What causedhim to want to fight?

Did you testify that you were married on August 12,
19267
Yes.

Where were you married?
At the Methodist Parsonage by Rev. Armstrong, Clear-
field.

After you and your husband were married, did you get
along for any period of time?
Three months.

What happened after that?
Each time he went out and came back home he wanted
to fight. Nothing suited him.

It was just plain me, I wasn't good enough.

That caused the trouble?
Yes.

Did he say anything to you at that time?
No, he never ordered me out than, but later on he did

Did he order you out several times?
Yes.

What did he say to you?
You can get the you know what out.

Did he say this to you once or several times?

Over and over again from the time the kids were born
up to this time. He would get a mad streak and he
would say you can get the you know what out of my
house.

What else would he do?
Well, he started to drink and make life miserable and
he would go over town and get drunk. When he came
home, he was like a pig. If I had a meal ready for
him he would vomit it up and everything else. Often
he would vomit all over the kitchen table.

How long after your marriage did he start drinking?
Well, he started to drink about 1928. Whenever she
was little.

Would you ever say anything to him about the drinking?

I would ask him to stop but it didn't do any good.

When he was drunk, how would he treat you?
He was very over-bearing and mean.

What would he do?
He wouldn't listen and if you started a conversation|
you might get something you didn't want.




57.

58.

59.

60.

61l.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

Q.Was he rough?

A,

Q.

A,

. Do you know whether or not he drank up a lot of his

. Were you a good and dutiful wife?

Was he a man who wanted to work?
He was a good worker when he was working just a
while back when he didn!t come home for supper and s

money?
He did.

Was there times when you didn't have much money at
home?
True.

So you were forced to go to work?
I had to go to work to get the kids school clothes.

Did you go to work to help support the family?
Yes.

Did you have to work all your married life?
Yes, and I tried to make a garden.

Did you make the garden?
Yes, he didn't like to.

Are you still working?
Yes. ..

Was there anything else he would do that made your
life unbearable?
Yes, he would make me do things against my will.

Yes, he was.

Now would he use force on you?
He did, I had no chaéice in the matter.

Was it against your wishes?
Yes, that is right.

Howwould this affect you?

It made me nervous and I felt like crying. When he
came home drunk, I would take awalk through the gar-
den just to get away from him.

Could you continue to live with him any further than
you did?
No, I don't think I could.

When you left him, did you say anything to him?
He ordered me out.

Will that be five years this coming May?
Yes, that is right.

I tried to do everything I could.

ch.



74. Q. Did you do everything you could to make your family
a happy one?
A. I did.

75. Q. Is there any agreement between you and your husband
to get this divorce?
A, No, I haven't even been up there sinece I left.

76. Q. Who is paying for the divorce?
A, I am.

77. Q. Do you think you could have lived with your husband
any longer than you did?
A. No, I don't.

BY MR. AMMERMAN:

78. Q. Mrs. Heitsenrether, would you say that your husband
would often come home without his paycheck because
he spent most of his money for drinks?

A, Most of the time but when he would get the groceries,
he would drink up a lot of his money.

79. Q. Would he adequately provide you with the proper home
and food?
A. It was plenty short, so short that I had to start
out to work.

BY MR.. SILBERBLATT:

80. Q. I forgot to ask you whether your husband came home
early or late at night?
A. He mostly came home real late.

81. Q. About what time would he come home?
A. He would come home about quarter of nine, too late fo
supper and many times he wouldn't get home till after
midnight.

82. Q. Would you keep supper warm for him?
A, Mostly I would, but he would come home drunk and
didn't want supper.

BY MR. AMMERMAN:

83. Q. Did he treat the children properly?
A. Yes, he would talk to them but I wouldn't say proper.
I had to go to work to get them school clothes.’.

84. Q. Did he strike you or anything?
A. No, he never struck me but my daughter did when he
ordered me out of the house fiveyears ago.

85. Q. What did that have to do with this divorce?
A. It didn't have anything to do with this.




86.

87.

88.

89.

90.

91.

92.

93.

. As he got older, did he drink more in the last few

. Yes, he has drank ever since Mildred who is now 25

. You were told to leave and you feared for your life,

Did you ask any of the children to come to testify
for you today?
No, I didn't want to involve them.

Did you ask some other people to come?
I did, but they were afraid to come and they said no

years prior to your separation?
was little, just constantly.

Did he swear at you?
He never came right out and swore but if you don't
like it here, you can get the you know what out.

Did he generally take you out on evenings?
No, I was a housewife and stayed home with the childj
ren.

How many nights a week would he drink?
To tell you the truth, all the time after he started
to get his pension. Before that he would go to work
and come home drunk now I don't know anything about
him.

is that correct?
He ordered me out, what could I do.

When you didn't have anywhere to go, you were afraid
if you stayed around he would start beating up on
you, is that right?

Yes, he kept drinking more and more the last few
years we were together and it made me so nervous 1
couldn’t stand it anymore and I was afraid if I
didn't go when he told me to leave that he might
beat me up.




